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PRESIDENT’S COMMUNICATIONS 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE | 

Dear Brethren in Christ, Fellow-workers in the vineyard of the Lord: 

Joint Synod’s progress in the work of Christian education has 
been remarkable. Since 1920 Synod expended approximately $1,500,- 
000 for its educational institutions, exclusive of the regular appro- 
priations. The liberality of its constituency has made it possible 
to give our institutions the equipment for which they have been 
clamoring for years. The teaching forces have been considerably 
increased and, as a result, Synod’s academies and junior colleges, as 
well as its college at Columbus, have succeeded in securing recog- 
nition and are now properly accredited. We rejoice over this re- 
markable progress of which a half century, nay, a quarter century 
ago, Synod did not even dream; and, recognizing the importance 
of our educational institutions, with joyous hearts we confess: 
“The Lord has done great things for us, whereof we are glad.” 


These greater facilities, better and more modern equipment and 
the additional courses of study now offered by our institutions have 
attracted to them a larger number of students than ever before, surely 
an evidence that through its educational institutions Synod’s influence 
upon the youth of the church is enlarging. Its educational work is 
no longer limited to the preparation of young men for the office 
of the ministry and that of parish school teacher. Young men and 
women who desire a higher Christian education under Lutheran 
influence are being admitted and the various courses offered by our 
schools give our young people an opportunity of acquiring what they 
need for other vocations. From the special preparation for the office 
of the Gospel ministry Joint Synod has branched out into the work of 
general education. 


Is this worth while? Is this Synod’s duty? Is this its divinely 
appointed mission, or has Synod assumed something outside of and 
beyond the sphere of the great work which the Lord has assigned 
to His church? Many within our Synod believe that it has, and 
occasionally even protests are heard against the pronounced ex- 
pansion in the field of education. Those brethren who raise their 
voices in protest maintain that the sole object of our educational 
institutions should be to train men for the Gospel ministry and to 
educate men and women for the office of parish school teacher. In 
their estimation other educational work is not within the province of 
the church nor a part of its divine commission. They say that by 
enlarging its schools and entering the field of general education, 
Synod is, in the last analysis, no longer using the funds contributed by 
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~ 


its constituency for the promotion of God’s Kingdom and the up- 
: building of our Lutheran church, but rather for fostering a work 
which, properly speaking, is not part of the church’s activities; that 
these funds which our people, constrained by the love of Christ, 
place at Synod’s disposal could and should be used to better advantage. 
Such and similar complaints are being made by a goodly number of the 


1 ; brethren, in spite of the fact that for the last fifty years Synod has 
15 been pleading with our people to send their children to our own 
7 schools. In substantiation of this latter fact we need but refer you to 


25 synodieal resolutions of former years and to the numerous appeals in 
3 our church papers. 


Surely, no one in Synod will deny that the chief and foremost 
object of our educational institutions is the training of pastors and 
teachers, and that, in order to fulfill our divinely appointed mission, 
we dare never lose sight of this fact. Yet, should our educational 
work be limited to the training of pastors and parish school teachers? 
Since the World War conditions have arisen in America which have 
prompted men familiar with the facts to pronounce the American 
nation “education mad.” While in former years a very small per- 
centage of the youth of our land had the means and the opportunity 
of acquiring a university, college, or even high school education, 

at the present day “the United States may be called a student nation.” 
4 The latest statistics show: “Of the young men of France, from 20 to 
24 years of age, 3 per cent are in colleges and technica] schools; in 
Great Britain, 2.3 per cent, and in Germany 3.2 per cent. But 
in the United States the percentage is 10.4. Thus the numbers of men 
college students in America are from more than three to nearly five 
times greater than in the other countries. The showing for the young 
women is even more favorable: It is only 1.5 per cent in Great 
Britain; 1.7 and 1.9 in France and Germany, respectively, while in the 
United States it is 9.2 per cent.” 


* Whether or not we agree with those who go so far as to maintain 
x that our nation is “education mad,“ we ask: Has the Lutheran 
43 church no responsibility and no duty when the young people entrusted 
to her care desire a higher education? Shall she advise them to enter 

5 the schools of other denominations, many of which have abandoned, 
surrendered or lost the very fundamental truths of the Christian 

ö faith? Shall she expose her children to the danger of being weaned 
* away from the church of their fathers? Or shall she advise them to 
4 seek an education in the schools of the State, schools which in no 
case are supposed to impart religious training but, as a matter of 
fact, teach irreligion? No doubt there are still some Christian 
teachers in the universities of the state. Christ, however, does not 
reign supreme in the present day universities, and the principles of the 
Christian religion are no longer the basis of the education offered 
to our youth by these schools. The idol of so-called “modern science” 
lifts high its head and its principles form the foundation of modern 
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secular and religious education. In the preface of a pamphlet entitled 
“Psycho-analysis,” published by a committee of church men in Florida, 
the authors say: “That the greater percentage of books used in our 
state institutions of higher learning in the state of Florida, as well 
as throughout the nation, are the product of infidel writers is not far 
to seek. That the same holds equally true as to instructors in these 
same institutions is likewise most convincing. 


“In a recent survey made by Professor Leury, himself a modernist, 
of Bryn Mawr, it was found that of 5500 teachers of science, 67 


per cent of the teachers of physics, 77 per cent of the teachers of 


history, 80 per cent of the teachers of biology, 83 per cent of the 
teachers of sociology and 86 per cent of the teachers of psychology 
had given up the Bible as God’s word and the Savior as the real 
Redeemer. 

“The character of the books in use in our institutions of higher 
learning, together with so large a percentage of infidel instructors 
‘who know not God,’ constitute the greatest menace with which our 
state and nation has ever been confronted.” * 


This menace a writer in a recent issue of a Lutheran magazine 
characterizes as follows: “Public education in this country is largely 
under the sway of a philosophy that, at its best, is indifferent and 
tolerant in its attitude toward distinctive Christian views, at its 


worst, is pure agnosticism, skepticism, naturalism, and materialism. | 


Modern psychology leaves positively no room for such fundamental 
Christian tenets as the natural depravity of man, the atonement for 
sin through the redemptive work of Christ, and the regenerative 
influence of the Spirit of God through the means of grace. Organic 
evolution, with all the absurdities of Darwin’s “Descent of Man” 
and “The Origin of Species” and all the superficial pseudo-science of 
Haeckel’s “Weltraetsel,” still dominates the minds of many of the 
most illustrious teachers at our universities and teachers’ training 
schools. And both teachers and textbooks in our elementary and 
secondary public schools are, to a large extent, infected by this 
spirit. 

“In the fertile soil of modern unbelief, based on the theory of 
evolution, a most dangerous modern life philosophy has developed, 
which, more than people realize, dominates public thought and public 
education today. This philosophy may be briefly characterized as 
follows:—We are living in an ever changing, progressing world. 
Everything evolves from lower forms, runs its course, reaches its 
prime, decays, passes away, making room for better, higher forms to 
follow. All human customs, institutions, codes and religions are 
products of this evolutionary development and subject to its laws. 
The family institution, for instance, is not necessarily a finality. 


It has served humanity well enough in the past, but is showing signs -=§=-—SF 


of decay. It will likely be replaced with something more modern and 
better suited to the needs of the age. The Ten Commandments are 
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gradually outgrowing their usefulness. No one can expect a moral 
code, designed for.the Jews thousands of years ago, to serve adequately 
our advanced civilization. The Christian religion, as all other re- 
ligions, is only a product of the human mind, which itself is in the 
process of evolution. There is no such thing as unchanging truths, 
and consequently there is no infallible word of God. We are living 
in an age of unrest, of breaking-up of accepted standards and insti- 
tutions of the past; we must look to our own age and the coming 
generations to develop new standards and institutions in conformity 
with the needs and demands of the times.—” 


Recently a Commission of the Episcopal church “delved into 
the religious convictions of several thousand under-graduates of the 
University of Chicago, the University of Illinois and the Northwestern 
University, and into the religious bent of an equal number of grad- 
uates.” They report that indifference and open antagonism to Chris- 
tianity are being bred in the three universities surveyed. “Thousands 
of students return from college without a vestige of their former 
religion. Antagonism and unbelief are resulting from the modern 
system of higher education. The universities have become ‘schools of 
agnosticism’ and hotbeds of ‘schisms.’ Every year thousands are 
graduated from state and private universities with little or no regard 
for religion.” The commission was “alarmed at the growing tendency 
of university students to grow away from the church or to become 
actually antagonistic to the religion of their fathers.” “The attitude 
found in the three Illinois universities is typical of the average 
American school.“ 

Add to this what Prof. Harry Elmer Barnes of Smith College 
points out in the January, 1928, issue of “Current History” as some of 
the characteristics of the present day American College: “The tend- 
ency toward swarming to institutions of higher learning, indifference 
to serious intellectual endeavor, frequent petting parties, abnormal 
consumption of gin, obsession with football, extreme prevalence of 
coonskin coats, scouring the countryside in high-powered cars, and 
freak and humorous subjects in the curriculum,” and you have a 
picture of the atmosphere and spirit prevailing in the average college 
of today. 

Do we realize the danger to which the youth of our land is 
exposed in the higher schools of our country? Can the Lutheran 
church conscientiously expose her youth to these dangers? To her 
God has entrusted these souls—souls purchased with the blood of 
Christ and received into God’s Kingdom by Holy Baptism. Surely, 
she is responsible for them. Again, her youth is the hope of the 
church, the future of the church. If the church neglects to provide 
for the higher education of her young men and women and leaves 
their training at the most plastic age in life to those of another faith 
or to those of no faith whatever, even to the out-spoken enemies of 
Christ and His church, the church’s future is doomed. She will lose 
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the most intelligent and most highly gifted of her young people. 
The day will come when she will be without intelligent leaders. 
Her work will suffer tremendously and she will never be able to exert 
upon the religious, the intellectual, the social, the economic and the 
political life of the nation the influence which God would have her 
exert. Although primarily called to prepare young men for the office 
of the ministry and to train teachers for the young, yet, in our 
estimation, present day conditions are such that the ehurch would no 
longer be faithful to her trust, but would be committing a crime 


against herself, her youth and her Lord, should she fail to provide the 


necessary means with which to give her young people a higher 
Christian education. Money spent for the purpose of building Chris- 
tian character and training future leaders of the church and the 
nation is surely money well spent for the cause of the Lord and the 
up-building of His Kingdom, an investment which will yield a large 
return. 


To all who realize the importance of higher Christian education 


it is certainly a cause for joy and gratitude that, by the grace of God, 
Joint Synod’s educational institutions have reached that stage of 


development which now enables them to offer what can be reasonably. 


expected of them in the line of education, namely, a higher Christian 
education under Lutheran influence which will prepare our young 
people for special vocational training. 


I would remind the parents of Synod of the slogan which Joint 
Synod at its last convention unanimously adopted: “Our own children 
for our own schools.” While the “penny institutions” of Synod 
cannot expect to compete with the “million dollar institutions” of the 
state, nevertheless, the former offer infinitively more than the latter. 
They offer what is absolutely necessary for the development of 
Christian character and essential for the training of Lutheran Chris- 
tians, namely, religious instruction and a Christian atmosphere in 
college life. Why then send your sons and daughters to other 
schools? 

I would remind those to whose care Joint Synod has entrusted 
its schools ever to be on their guard that nothing un-Lutheran and 
un-Christian be tolerated in these schools, and to put forth every 
effort that they retain in every respect in college life, college activities, 
college lectures and entertainments, no less than in all college in- 
struction, their specifically Christian and distinctively Lutheran char- 
acter. Our Lutheran people want to send their children to a Lutheran 
school. 

For the teachers to whom the church has entrusted her most 
precious treasures, her youth, I would quote what President Donald 
J. Cowling, of Carleton College, says in an article, “A Plea to Save 
the Old-fashioned College,” (Current History, January, 1928) : 


“A mere course of study is not enough. The influence and 


power of a college depend not only, nor chiefly, upon the kind of 
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courses offered. It is not so much what is taught, as by whom, that 
counts in training a boy for the service of his time. Some one has 
said that the most important part of a university is its library and 
the most important part of a college is its faculty. Whether or 
not we fully agree with this contrast, it certainly points out an 
important difference in emphasis between the two types of institutions. 

“Here again one discovers the source of much of the power of 
the early colleges. The character of the early teachers has chal- 
lenged the admiration of succeeding generations. They were not for 
the most part men of eminent scholarship, although they were well 
trained and familiar with the school learning of their time. They 
were men in whom the spirit of self-sacrifice was strong. It was 
not in financial returns that they looked for their reward. Most of 
them had but the scantiest living for their labors. But in strength 
of character, in loyalty to convictions, in faith in ideals and in devotion 


‘to the work of developing these in the mind and character of the 


growing boy—in all these respects the early teacher continues, and 
always will continue, to challenge the respect and admiration of all 
to whom character and ideals are a concern. 


“The gifts which the early colleges had for their students were 
imparted through the human touch of such men as these. Each of his 
pupils was to the teacher a great leader in embryo, whose usefulness 
in the future would depend upon his fidelity in the days of prepara- 
tion, and for whose faithfulness during these days the teacher held 
himself personally responsible. And it was more than a mere 
academic responsibility that he carried. His teaching was a service 
performed as unto God. To train men for the service of God and 
leadership among their fellowmen, that they might serve as seers and 
saviors of society—this was the work to which the early teachers 
gave themselves with full heart. It was this direct personal touch 
day after day for four years with men of solid character, strong 
convictions and great hearts that was the secret of the effectiveness 
of the early colleges. It is the lack of this personal touch that is the 
secret of the ineffectiveness of so much of our college and university 
teaching today.” - 

When we read this quotation our thoughts turned back to 
our former teachers at Capital University, especially to those of 
the Seminary who are now resting from their labors, and the fruits 
of whose labors Joint Synod is enjoying today, and we hope and pray 
that the present teachers in our schools also realize that after all it 
is not the knowledge alone which they impart to the intellect that 
builds Christian character, but that Christian character is preemi- 
nently built by the Word of God applied to the individual souls by 
men thoroughly sanctified by the Spirit of God and anxiously con- 
cerned about the spiritual welfare of their students. 
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PRESIDENT’S COMMUNICATIONS 9 


Joint Synod’s progress in the work of higher Christian education 
has been remarkable. Conditions, however, compel us to ask, Has 
this progress not been made, at least in part, at the expense of our 
mission work, notably, the work of Home Missions? Is it not true 
that during the past eight years Synod has paid more attention to 
its educational institutions than to its mission work, and has it not 
supported the former more liberally than the latter? If this policy 
should be continued and especially should Synod neglect the work of 
Home Missions I, for one, fear the consequences. I fear that the 
time may come when Joint Synod, though in possession of a number 
of excellently equipped institutions of learning, will not have a 
constituency large enough to support these institutions together 
with the work in its mission fields. 


Furthermore, dare Synod, on account of its activity in the work 
of Christian education, neglect the work of missions, especially that 
of Home Missions? Surely, seeking and saving the lost is the most 
important work which Christ has assigned to His church. 

There is still a vast mission field for the Lutheran church in our 
fair land. Thousands, yea, hundreds of thousands, living in the very 
shadow of our Lutheran churches, are on the broad way to eternal 
perdition. The souls of thousands upon thousands are literally 
starving for want of the bread of life. At our own door there lies 
many a poor Lazarus desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fall 
from our table. 

In order to arouse our people, one and all, to a realization of their 
God-given duty and to an earnest and prayerful effort in winning 
souls for Christ, Joint Synod’s Commission on Evangelization was 
organized. To impress the necessity and privilege of rescuing the 
perishing and of breaking the bread of Life to starving men—this 
is the object of the Commission on Evangelization. We are certainly 
glad that, although its object and purpose are still frequently mis- 
interpreted and misunderstood, the labors of this Commission are 
beginning to bear fruit among us. 

In addition to the mission field lying at our very doors, a are 
still in many sections of our land localities without a single Lutheran 
church, entire villages and towns, and possibly even cities, in which 
the Lutheran church is not represented. Think of the alarmingly 
rapid growth of our cities, especially the larger cities, the industrial 
centers, and compare with this the alarmingly slow development of 
our mission activity in these centers of population. It has been 
reported that 60 per cent of the population of the United States is 
without any church affiliation. What a vast mission field for the 
church which preaches the Gospel of the cross and the blood of Christ! 

In Canada, whither the Lord has called our Synod, and where He 
has blessed our labors abundantly, there are great stretches of terri- 
tory white unto the harvest. The February report of the Department 
of Colonization and Development reads as follows: 
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“The number of immigrants who entered Canada during the 
year totaled 158,884, an increase of 22,900 over 1926. Immigration 
from the British Isles increased from 48,819 to 52,940, that from 
the United States from 20,944 to 23,818 and from other countries from 
66,221 to 82,126. With the exception of the United Kingdom, Ger- 

many sent the largest number of immigrants from Europe, 9,150. 
7 Ontario gained the largest number of immigrants, with a total of 
4 39,228. Manitoba was second with 36,412, Western Canada got 
* 54 per cent of the total. An immigrant to Canada crossed over the 
4 border lines of the Dominion every two minutes of daylight during 


6 1927.“ A vast mission field, indeed! 
2 7 Add to this the many opportunities presenting themselves in 
—_— our Mexican, in our Negro, and last but not least, in our India 


Mission field, and we can realize that the Lord of the Church has 
placed tremendous responsibilities upon us. 


I know that Joint Synod cannot do everything which the crying 
G needs of dying and perishing souls demand. But I also know that on 
‘4 the great Day of Judgment God will ask Joint Synod whether it has ‘ 
i done its share according to its abilities and the means which God has 
10 given our people. I know, too, that He will demand an account of 
hy our stewardship. Let our pastors, our congregations and Synod as 
a such remember this! 

5. Is not the work of missions—and if it be true that charity begins 
; at home—is not the work of Home Missions the most important of 
all? Nowhere in Scripture does Christ command us Christians to 
erect stately churches with lofty spires, purchase magnificent organs, 
costly art glass windows, and the like. Nowhere does He command 
His church to erect imposing college buildings, magnificent dormitories, 
costly recitation halls, gorgeous music conservatories, and the like. 
He evidently knew that, constrained by the love of Christ, we 
Christians would do everything necessary in that respect in order to 
carry on His work; and no one who truly loves the Lord Jesus will 
ever say with Judas: “To what purpose is this waste? Why was this 
not given to the poor?” Nevertheless, Christ does not expect, nor does 
He want us Christians to invest such great sums of money in these 
external and transient things that as a result the real work of 
the church, the work of missions, must needs be relegated to the back- 
ground and neglected. 

Mission work is the basic principle for all other activities in 
the building up of God’s Kingdom. It should be the first on Synod’s 
program and on the program of every congregation, and of every 
individual Christian, and it should be the very last to feel the lack 
of funds. 

The time has come when Synod must limit its appropriations for 
our educational institutions to their actual needs and concentrate 
its efforts upon the work of missions, above all Home Missions and 
the Church Building Fund; for without the Building Fund Home 
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Mission work is well nigh impossible. In every district doors into 
new fields are open and new opportunities are presenting themselves. 
During the past biennium not one of the district mission com- 
mittees was able to send a sufficient number of men into the 
fields because Joint Synod’s appropriations for Home Mission work 
were inadequate and the Church Building Fund could not supply 
the necessary funds for the erection of chapels. Surely, we do not 
want to cripple the work of our educational institutions. They 
should be granted every dollar they need in order to do the Lord’s 
work properly, but no more than they actually need. 

Synod should have a much larger Church Building Fund, Synod 
must also send out more missionaries into the mission fields, especially 
into the home field. I am certain that I am expressing the sentiments 
of all our mission boards, of all our mission committees, of all our 
district presidents and of all districts of Synod when I say: Having 
concentrated our efforts during the past years upon our educational 
institutions, we must now center our efforts upon the work of Home 
Missions. If Synod carries on this work faithfully and to the best 
of her ability our educational institutions will be the very first to reap 
the fruit and to derive the benefit. 


“More Mission Work” should be the slogan of this synodical 
convention. In late years Synod has been over-emphasizing higher 
Christian education when viewed in the light of what it has done for 
Home Missions. 


While emphasizing higher Christian education, it seems to me 
that in recent years Synod has not sufficiently emphasized elementary 
Christian education. There was a time when Joint Synod was of the 
firm conviction that our children could not receive the proper elemen- 
tary Christian education without the parish school, and the latter was 
either an accomplished fact, or at least the much desired goal, in the 
majority of our congregations. 

In its constitution (III. e.) Synod says that pastors and con- 
gregations desiring to become members of Synod and wishing to 
remain in connection with it, “must also promise, as is the duty of 
Christians, to provide their children with Christian schooling, and 
for this reason to labor zealously for the establishment and main- 
tenance of Christian Parochial Schools.” This constitutional clause 
was not a dead letter. On the contrary, at the conventions of Synod, 
its districts and its pastoral conferences the question of establishing 
and maintaining parish schools was ever discussed. Congregations 
not establishing such schools were accused of neglecting their highest 
Christian duty toward their children, and parents sending their 
children to the public school, instead of their own parish school, 
were charged with the commission of a grievous sin. Synod was con- 
vinced that a parish school was the proper place in which to bring 
up our children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord and to 
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train Lutheran Christians who would appreciate what God has given 
the Lutheran Church. 

. Alas, in spite of all synodical resolutions and all admonitions and 
+ warnings on the floor of synodical and pastoral conventions, the 
number of parish schools within the bounds of Synod has steadily 
decreased, until there are at the present time only a comparatively 
few Christian day schools in Synod. 


The Northern District in 1927 resolved “That the District elect a 

committee of three pastors, two teachers and two laymen to prepare 

$3 workable plans to establish Christian Day schools and present these 

15 plans to our District at our next meeting; and that we petition Joint 

: Synod to establish a permanent Commission on the Christian Day 

School.” 
? Some of our congregations which are without a Christian day 
‘ school could undoubtedly establish such a school if they desired to do 
N so. Yes, if . For others, however, the establishment of a 
parish school is an impossibility. We regret and deplore this because 
we are firmly convinced that the parish school is the very best means 

of training our children for membership in the Kingdom of God and in . 
7 our Lutheran congregations. Yet, the fact remains that conditions 
. are such that even if some congregations should desire to establish 
a parish school they are not in a position to do so. Hence, what can 
and shall be done to give our children the proper religious instruction? 


: For a long time there has been a loud and persistent call through- 
7 out the length and breadth of our land for more religious training, 
* a call not only on the part of the Christian churches but even from 
many outside the church who realize that present day conditions 
11 among the youth of our land are to a large extent due to the utter 
lack of religious training and that the consequent increase of lawless- 
ness, crime and immorality cannot go on indefinitely without destroy- 
ing our nation. As a result religious instruction is being offered 
in some localities in the public schools, in others in connection with 
1 the public schools. Reports show that in some of these localities the 
8 parents availing themselves of the opportunity are sending their 
children to these undenominational schools of religion. In Washington 
County, Ohio, for instance, an interdenominational church committee 
of religious education supervises the work of several religious edu- 
cation teachers in the public schools and reports that “95 per cent 
of the pupils of all denominations in the school receive the religious 
instruction.” 
How many Lutheran children were there among these pupils? 
Are any Lutheran parents sending their children to these schools in 
which non-Lutheran teachers impart religious instruction which is 
supposed to satisfy Jew and Gentile, Protestant and Catholic, Modern- 
ist and Fundamentalist? 
1 We have examined a number of the text books especially prepared 
4 for these undenominational schools and what did we find? The 
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religion taught in these books is no longer the Christian religion, 
least of all the religion taught by the Lutheran church. Christ 
Jesus as the incarnate Son of God, His blood atonement, justification 
by faith, in fact, all fundamental truths have been eliminated. These 
books teach a Christless Christianity, an ethical Christianity, heathen- 
ish morality, salvation by character—in the last analysis, the religion 
of the lodge and kindred organizations. 


Taught this religion, our children will be lost to the church, 
lost to the Kingdom of God. Woe unto the poor children and woe 
unto our church, if we entrust the religious instruction of the young 
to teachers who know not the Christ of God! 


What shall we do for our children? Almost all of our congre- 
gations have established Sunday-schools, and while in former years 
the Sunday-school was frequently decried as a necessary evil, we now 
recognize it as a most valuable means and agency in fulfilling the 
Lord’s command: “Bring up your children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord,” and “Teach them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you.” Yet we Lutherans, as well as 
the members of other denominations, have learned that the Sunday- 
school with its one hour a week religious instruction by untrained 
teachers is not sufficient. For this reason some have established week 
day schools and vacation Bible schools. 

In February, 1928, the National Council of Religious Education 
held an eight day convention in Chicago, at which 500 delegates 
representing 39 denominations in the United States and Canada were 
assembled for the purpose of discussing Elementary Christian Edu- 
cation, especially vacation and week day Bible schools. The movement 
has just begun and is growing. 

As for Joint Synod, accurate statistics are lacking. I believe, 
however, that up to this time comparatively few congregations 
have established a week day and a vacation Bible school, yet the 
time has come when the establishment of such schools is imperative. 
They are not to be a substitute for the old time Konfirmandenunter- 
richt, the catechetical instruction preparatory to confirmation, but 
rather intended to prepare our children for this very instruction, so 
that the pastor need not spend the time, necessary to instruct the 
children in the doctrines of the catechism, in teaching Bible history, 
in memory work, and the like; in other words, in doing preparatory 
work which should be done prior to attendance upon catechetical 
instruction. In addition to the Sunday-school, a week day religious 
school and a vacation Bible school in every congregation, both for 
the children of the congregation and for those without any church 
connection—this should be the goal wherever the establishment of a 
parish school is an impossibility. 

Such schools, as well as the Sunday-school, require trained 
teachers. Our pastors, our congregations, and in the congregations 
those especially who are engaged in Sunday-school work realize it. 


* 
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For this reason within recent years Sunday-school conventions, Sun- 
day-school Teachers’ Institutes, Sunday-school Chautauquas, and 
Sunday-school teachers’ meetings have been held in various sections 
of Synod. All these, however, concern themselves only with the 
Sunday-school, not with the week day and vacation Bible schools. 
For the training of teachers for elementary Christian education we 
must look to our synodical institutions. The latter must furnish the 
teachers for the former. Capital University is endeavoring to fulfill 
its mission in this respect. It offers a course for chureh workers 
under competent teachers. Why do not more of our people avail 
themselves of this opportunity? Why do not more of our congre- 
gations send their young men and young women to these schools 
that they may have teachers who are competent to teach in our 
Sunday-schools, week day and vacation Bible schools? 


Brethren, this subject is of the utmost importance. To neglect 
elementary Christian education is a crime against our children, a 
crime against our church, a crime against Him who still says: 
“Suffer little children to come unto me and forbid them not, for of 
such is the Kingdom of Heaven,” and last but not least, it is synodical 
suicide. 3 

The welfare of our children, their souls’ eternal salvation and the 
welfare of the church are at stake; yea, the future of our beloved 
Lutheran Zion. For never will we be able to transmit the 
treasures of the Reformation, the faith once delivered to the saints 
and now entrusted to us, to our children, unless they be thoroughly 
indoctrinated in Bible truth which is none other than Lutheran truth. 


Present conditions make it imperative for Synod to marshal its 
forces. I would suggest that Synod advise all districts and all pastoral 
conferences to discuss the subject of Elementary Christian Education 
during the Jubilee Year of the Lutheran Catechism which the great 
Reformer has written for the children, and furthermore, that Synod 
appoint a Commission, consisting of men experienced in elementary 
Christian education, for the purpose of studying the situation and 
presenting to Synod at its next convention a plan setting forth 
ways and means of securing the proper religious instruction for our 
children and adequate courses of study. Blessed the church that 
adopts as her slogan, “Our children and our youth for Christ.” 


Brethren, “come and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem 
and they said, “Let us rise up and build.” Neh. 2:17, 18. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
I beg leave to submit the following report to your honorable body: 


OFFICIAL VISITS 


During the past biennium I attended the conventions of all Dis- 
tricts of Joint Synod and, whenever time and distance permitted, 
also the meetings of its various boards and committees. Whenever 
possible I presented the interests of Synod, its needs and opportunities, 
and endeavored to enlist the cooperation of our pastors and people 
for the various branches of our synodical work. 2 


In this connection I take the opportunity of extending to all 
districts, boards, and committees of Joint Synod my sincerest thanks 
for the courtesies and the kindness which they have shown me on 
my official visits. Frequently troublesome problems arose. Due to 
the cooperation of my brethren, these problems were solved. It was 
this cooperation that has lightened the burden of my office. 


APPOINTMENTS 


In conjunction with the District Presidents, by order or by the 


authority of Synod, your General President made the following 
appointments: 


1. Committee on Immigrant Mission Work in Western Canada 
(Minutes 1926, p. 222, IV, a.): Revs. E. Schiewe, H. Giese, S. 
Martyn, President Hertz, advisory member. After the resignation of 
Rev. S. Martyn, due to his removal to sa United States, Rev. P. B. 
Hack was appointed in his stead. 


2. Commission on Inner Missions (dinutes, 1926, p. 223, VII, 


b.): Prof. Paul Buehring, Revs. H. P. Long, C. W. Pflueger, Messrs. 
W. L. Voeller and Wm. Altman. 


3. Committee on Student Service (Minutes, 1926, p. 223, VIII, 
b.): Revs. P. E. Bierstedt, E. C. Stellhorn and Harold L. Yochum. 


4. Committee on Deaconess Work (Minutes, 1926, p. 223, XII.): 
Revs. P. J. Mackensen, C. H. Eisenbach and R. H. Long. 


5. Board of Mexicen Missions (Minutes, 1926, p. 233, 3, a.): 
Revs. J. C. Felger, R. A. Schmidt, W. Kralik, J. Schroeder, the Presi- 
dent of the Texas District, ex-officio. Advisory members, Revs. F. A. 
Neumeister and E. G. Knaak. 


6. Committee on Men’s Organizations (Minutes, 1926, p. 240, 


V, d.): Prof. G. C. Gast, Revs. Otto Ebert, E. Lehne, and Messrs. 
John Fendt and Luther Feeger. 


7. Committee for Luther League (Minutes, 1926, p. 240, V, d.): 
Prof. Arthur Kuhlman, Rev. Carl Busse, Mr. Arthur Koenreich, Miss 
Clara Wittstock and Miss Elva Cook. 


* * 

> 


16 EV. LUT H. JT. SYNOD OF OHIO AND OTHER STATES 


8. Commission on Church Architecture (Minutes, 1926, p. 241, 
IX.): Revs. Fred Meyer, G. C. Wolf, Messrs. Oscar Lenski, Robert 
Keich, and Jesse Schuette. 


9. Publicity Committee (Minutes, 1926, p. 246, 12.): Prof. 
Arthur Kuhlman, Rev. P. W. Nesper, Mr. Elmer Dornbirer. 


10. Joint Synod’s Statistician. Dr. Carl Ackermann having 
resigned as Statistician of the Joint Synod, the undersigned appointed 
the Rev. E. Meuser, Washington, D. C. to fill the vacancy. 


SYNODICAL FINANCES 


In 1926 Joint Synod created a Finance Committee and authorized 
this committee to appoint a Stewardship Secretary. The Rev. Ralph 
H. Long accepted the appointment and assumed the duties of his 
office May 1, 1927. I am glad to say that he was well received by 
all districts. His report to Joint Synod shows that his work is be- 
ginning to bear fruit and that, as a result of his efforts, the increase 
of the deficits in the various treasuries has been checked, and that in 
1927 Joint Synod succeeded in raising nearly all its appropriations. 


Brethren, do not forget that the deficits as of January 1, 1928, 
amounting to $260,000 were accumulated over a period of eight years, 
and that during this period large sums of money were contributed in 
addition to the regular synodical budgets. Since 1920 Synod raised, 
in addition to its regular contributions for budget expense, almost 
$2,000,000 for special purposes. 

Our people have been most liberal and in view of this liberality 
of the past and Rev. Long’s efforts in behalf of our treasuries at 
the present, I say we have no reason to retrench. Forward in the 
name of the Lord! 


One of the most hopeful signs for the future is that we are 
about to realize what has been woefully lacking in the past—co- 
operation. Upon earnest solicitation of our Stewardship Secretary, 
our pastors are beginning to cooperate with those in charge of 
Synod’s financial affairs. By united effort on the part of our pastors 
and congregations we will be able by the grace of God to raise the 
funds necessary to carry on our work. I say again—Forward in the 
name of the Lord! 


Viewing our whole financial situation I feel constrained to submit 
to your honorable body the following recommendation: 


Experience has proven that in order to get the best results it is 
not sufficient for the Stewardship Secretary merely to establish 
personal contact with the pastors at the meetings of the Districts 
and Conferences and with our people as such at mass meetings and 
on other occasions. Closer contact must needs be established with 
the congregations and their individual members. The field is so 
large that it is a physical impossibility for one man to do this. 
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After due consideration based upon observation of the activities of the 
Stewardship Secretary I recommend that the Joint Synod authorize 
the Finance Committee to appoint an assistant to the Stewardship 
Secretary with headquarters west of Chicago. 


OUR SEMINARIES 


In order to preserve unity in Synod and to make our seminaries 
more efficient, Synod, at its convention in 1926, resolved to transfer 
the Theological Department of the St. Paul-Luther College to Colum- 
bus “as soon as the members of the two seminary boards and the 
General President deem it expediert.” The seminary board of Co- 
lumbus resolved that the transfer made in September, 1927, the 
St. Paul Board, however, after a.__.taining the sentiments of the 
Minnesota and Wisconsin Districts, did not consent to the change. 
The Columbus Board is ready to submit a plan showing how the 
Columbus Seminary will take care of the St. Paul students in case 
Synod should order the transfer and how the merging of the semi- 
naries would enable the Columbus Seminary to increase the number 
of its courses. In deciding this matter which will again engage 
your attention let the welfare of Synod be the decisive factor. May 
the Lord of the church guide us in our deliberations and grant that 
we may do His will! 


I am exceedingly sorry to report that the venerable Dr. H. Ernst, 
Dean of the Theological Department of St. Paul-Luther College, has 
been more or less incapacitated during the present year due to a 
serious affliction of the eyes. We do not know how long the Lord 
will permit our Seminary and our Synod to enjoy his services. 
His age and state of health seem to indicate that his life’s work has 
been about completed. 


Since 1885 he has served Joint Synod as Professor of Theology 
in a most unselfish manner. Next to God, it is due to his untiring 
efforts that Synod has obtained a firm foothold in the Northwest. 
I am sure that I am expressing the sentiments of his former students, 
yea, of all the pastors and the congregations of our northwestern 
territory when I submit the following recommendation: 


That Dr. Ernst continue to receive his present salary and be 
permitted to occupy his present residence until the Lord calls him 
into His Church Triumphant. While Synod would surely appreciate 
it if he could still devote a part of his time to our seminary work, 
yet the decision as to the time of his retirement should be left to 
him. 

SPOKANE COLLEGE 


At its last convention Joint Synod resolved to subsidize Spokane 
College to the extent of two professorships, leaving the details relative 


to our cooperation with this college in the hands of the General 
President. 
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I wish to report that the President of the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church and its Board of Education gladly accepted Joint Synod’s 
offer. The Committee of the Norwegian Board of Education which 
has charge of Spokane College, and consisting of Dr. Aasgaard, the 
President of the Norwegian Lutheran Church, and Dr. Vigness, the 
Secretary of its Board of Education, has granted two representatives 


_of the Joint Synod, its General President and Dr. Mees, voice and vote 


4. 


in all matters pertaining to Spokane College. 


Since January 1, 1927, Joint Synod has been paying the salaries 
of one full professor and one instructor, totaling $3,700 per annum. 
Prof. W. Hellman and two instructors are our representatives on the 
faculty, the former also being vice-president of the institution and 
dean of men. 


Your General President submitted the agreement between the 
representatives of the Norwegian Lutheran Church and the repre- 
sentatives of Joint Synod to the Washington District which approved 
it unanimously. This agreement, together with the minutes of the 
Spokane Committee, will be submitted to the proper committee. 


THE PROPOSED EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD OF AMERICA 


The representatives of Joint Synod, consisting of Dr. E. Poppen, 
Rev. M. P. F. Doermann, Dr. W. E. Schuette, Mr. A. H. Dornbirer, 
and the General President, and appointed for the purpose of con- 
ferring with the official representatives of the Honorable Iowa and 
the Buffalo Synods relative to merging the three synods, met at 


Chicago, III., December 8 and 9, 1926, March 1, 1927, and April 5 and 
6, 1927. 


The minutes of these meetings will be submitted to the proper 
committee. Suffice it to state that your commissioners requested the 
commissioners of the Iowa Synod to suggest to their Synod to rescind 
its resolution of 1926 and to adopt the original form of the confessional 
paragraph, to-wit: “the inspired and inerrant Word of God.” 


The Iowa Synod met at Waverly, Ia., in July, 1928. Its “Com- 
mittee on Merger” presented the following report which was adopted 
by the Synod: 


II. In regard to the attitude towards the Scriptures. 


In view of the present situation we deem it necessary that Synod 
adopt a clear and unequivocal declaration concerning the doctrine of 
the inspiration and inerrancy of the Scriptures as we now have them 
and the true sense of its own confessional paragraph. 


We therefore move the adoption of the following declarations: 


1. Synod today as always confesses the old Lutheran doctrine 
concerning the inspiration and the inerrancy of the Bible, as this 


doctrine again and again has been presented in its publications. 
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2. Asa brief and unequivocal summary of the same, we adopt 
as our own the words of Dr. S. Fritschel: 


a. The Scripture is the Word of God as to contents and form in 
the full and real sense of the word; 


b. It is this in all its parts, and it is not permissible to diserim- 
inate between inspired and non-inspired contents, between divine and 
human elements, between God’s Word and the word of men. 


e. The fact that Scripture is of Divine origin and character 
establishes the other fact of its inerrancy. 


3. When we confess the inerrancy of the Bible as we now have it 
we do not maintain that there are no errors of transcription, different 
readings, omissions or minor additions to the original text, or that 
there are no passages which to us seem to be contradictions or dis- 
crepancies, which, however, do not affect the interests of salvation 
and faith. 


II. In regard to the Merger. 


1. Synod again declares its willingness to enter into a merger 
with the synods of Buffalo and Ohio. 


2. In view of the present situation, be it resolved: 


a. That we do not insist on the formulation adopted at Dubuque, 
Iowa, in 1926, though we hold it to be entirely conform to the original 
stipulations adopted at Pittsburgh in 1924; and that our representa- 
tives shall not be bound by this particular formulation. 


b. That synod declares: Whatever phrasing of the confessional 
paragraph of the constitution fully expresses the doctrine contained 
in the above declaration in regard to the Bible will be acceptable. 


— @ That the changes in the proposed constitution as recommended 
by the Joint Commission since the meeting of the general synod at 
Dubuque be approved. (We call attention to typographical errors on 
page 46, Art. III (read either seven members or one instead of two), 
and page 10, No. 5, where the correct text reads: false doctrine, or 
un-Christian conduct instead of: doctrine). 


d. That the recommendation of the Joint Commission relative to 
the payment of debts by all parties be adopted. 
e. That all other requests and propositions concerning the merger 
coming from various districts be referred to the Joint Commission.” 
The question as to organic union with the Iowa and Buffalo 


Synods is again before Joint Synod. May the Lord of the Church 
guide and direct us in this matter so that His will may be done. 


THE LODGE QUESTION 
In reply to a communication relative to the Lodge Question and 
submitted to Joint Synod in 1926, Synod referred to its resolutions 
passed in 1922 and reaffirmed in 1924. This reply, however, was evi- 


ree 
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dently not satisfactory to the Northern District. In 1927 it passed 
a resolution urging “Joint Synod once. for all to state plainly what 
is to be the practice in Synod in respect to lodgery and unionism, 
so that a uniform practice obtain and be insisted upon in Synod.” 


The question arises, “What is the situation in Joint Synod 
relative to the Lodge Question?” As far as I am able to determine, 
there is perfect unanimity as to the position which the Lutheran 
Church must needs assume over against the religion of the lodge. 
There is, furthermore, perfect unanimity as to the attitude Lutheran 
pastors and Lutheran congregations must assume toward members 
of anti-Christian societies whose religion is the religion of the lodge, 
whenever they apply for membership in our congregations or for 
admittance to Holy Communion. However, the question which is 
troubling many of our pastors and congregations is this: Shall men 
be admitted to communion and to membership in our congregations 
who, by word and deed, confess the Lutheran faith and are only 
outwardly affiliated with some anti-Christian secret organization? 
Some brethren most emphatically say, no; others claim that under 
certain conditions they may be admitted. This is the question which 
is agitating Synod and threatening to disrupt it, unless we find the 
proper solution. The question affects our congregations as well as 
our missions. It affects the fraternal relations of both pastors and 


congregations, yea, our whole synodical work. In spite of all efforts, 


a solution acceptable to and accepted by all has not as yet been found 
and is extremely difficult to find because the question confronting 
us is not a question of faith, which is directly decided by the Word 
of God, but of life, which must be decided by the proper application 
of principles laid down by the Word of God; and as to this application 
of Biblical principles Christians may not always agree. It is a 
casual question, a question of Seelsorge, regarding which iron-clad 
rules can not and should not be laid down. The conscience of the in- 
dividual pastor to whose care the soul has been entrusted must be 
respected. May God help us to the proper solution of this question 
which, without exception, vexes every Lutheran Synod of America 
although the president of one of the largest Lutheran bodies declared 
not long ago, the N. N. Synod has no lodge problem! 

While still discussing this question which has been argued with 
more or less vehemence within the bounds of Joint Synod for the 
last fifty years, and while still endeavoring to find a solution accept- 
able to all, let us in the meantime never forget what we owe our 
Lord and His Church, our congregations and the souls entrusted to 
us as well as the world at large. We dare never cease bearing public 
and private testimony against anti-Christian secret societies, their 
tenets and soul destroying religion; nor dare we rest in our efforts 
to warn our people, especially the young, against uniting with the 
lodge, and as for those who are members of anti-Christian societies, 
we must ever endeavor to persuade them to sever their connection 
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with such organizations. Woe to the church, if the watchmen upon 
the walls of Zion cease to lift up their voices against the enemies 
of Christ who try to deprive His church of her most precious treas- 
ures! Woe to our congregations, if their pastors no longer warn the 
souls entrusted to their care against the danger of affiliating with 
societies which deny the Triune God and Jesus Christ as the Son of 
God and the only Savior and which teach salvation by human works 
or morality! Woe to such pastors! Let them remember that the 
Lord says through His prophet: 

“Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of 
Israel: therefore hear the word of my mouth, and give them warning 
from me. 


“When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou 
givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his 
wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his 
. iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. 


“Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wicked- 
ness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou 
hast delivered thy soul. 


“Again, wher a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, 
and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumblingblock before him, he shall 
die: because thou hast not given him warning, he shall die. in his 
sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be remembered; 
but his blood will I require at thine hand. 


“Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous 
sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; 
also thou hast delivered thy soul.” Ezekiel 3:17-21. 


Brethren, even if we do not agree on the proper treatment of the 
individual lodge member, let us be one in our testimony against the 
lodge and one in our efforts to save souls from its net and thus be 
found faithful to our ministry. Surely, the Lord will bless our tes- 
timony, and our efforts shall not be in vain. 


PENSION PLAN 


For several years the Joint Synod as well as various districts 
have discussed the question of creating a Pension Fund for pastors, 
missionaries, professors at synodical institutions, and parochial school 
teachers. Three plans have been submitted, one by the Rev. A. A. 
Ahn, another by the Rev. M. Kionka, the third by a committee of 
laymen, representing four of our Toledo congregations. The latter 
presented its plan to the Men’s Missionary Conference at Pittsburgh 
in February, 1928. From the resolutions of this Conference I quote 
the following: 


“We favor the appointment of a committee of seven here and 
now which is to present a definite pension plan to the 1928 convention 
of the Joint Synod.” 
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“We advise that this committee put itself in touch through cor- 
respondence with the delegates of the 1928 convention before the 
time of the convention, enabling all delegates to attend me convention 
well informed on the plan under consideration.” 

“Since the chief promoting of this plan should be be laymen, 
we consider it advisable that the lay delegates for the 1928 convention 
of the Joint Synod hold a separate meeting early in the convention 
week for consideration of the Pension Plan.” 


“We urge the Joint Synod to give prominent place on its order 
of business for its 1928 convention to the discussion of the proposed 
plan and to take definite action on the matter at this convention.” 


In accordance with this request your General President has 
arranged for a meeting of the lay delegates to be held at 7:30 o’clock 
Friday evening of the convention week. 


While I, together with many brethren throughout Synod, would 
welcome the establishment of a Pension Fund, nevertheless, I must 
call attention to two difficulties which must be solved, if the project 
is not to prove a failure. 


If a Pension Fund is to be established, all pastors and all con- 
gregations must participate and support it, i. e., it must be made 
compulsory. Then the question arises: Can and will Synod make it 
compulsory? 

Furthermore, the sum of money necessary to create the proposed 
Pension Fund is so large and will remain so large for several years 
that one questions the ability of our pastors and congregations to 
raise this sum of money, in addition to their contributions for the 
budget treasuries of Synod. I fear that on account of the large 
sums of money required for the proposed Pension Fund, the regular 
contributions for the Synodical treasuries will be materially decreased, 
and as a result, our educational institutions and the work of missions 
will be seriously handicapped. 


For this reason I cannot at this time corer in recommend 
the adoption of a Pension Plan which requires extraordinary contri- 
butions on the part of our people. While I heartily appreciate the 
sentiments and the noble efforts of the Toledo Committee and the 
Men's Missionary Conference, I humbly beg them to consider my 
misgivings as to the feasibility of the plan. I would suggest that 
during the next biennium their efforts be concentrated upon a cam- 
paign of education with the view to convincing our constituency 
of the necessity of establishing a Pension Fund. 


CHANGE OF TIME OF SYNODICAL CONVENTIONS 
After conferring with the district presidents, and later on with 
those districts which met during the present year, your General 
President came to the conclusion that, instead of meeting in the month 
of August, it would for various reasons be advisable for Joint Synod 
to hold its biennial conventions in the fall of the year after all districts 
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have held their annual conventions. Therefore, with the consent of 
the respective district officials or the districts themselves, I submit the 
following schedule to your honorable body for consideration: 


Texas District, between January 15 and 31. 
California District, between February 1 and 15. 
Washington District, between May 1 and 15. 
Kansas-Nebraska District, between June 1 and 15. 
Minnesota District, between June 10 and 20. 
Wisconsin District, between June 20 and 30. 
Canada District, between July 1 and 15. 
Eastern District, first week in September. 
Northern District, third week in September. 
Western District, fourth week in September. 
English District, first week in October. 

Joint Synod, between October 15 and 31. 


This schedule presupposes that Joint Synod will comply with the 
request of several districts, permitting them to limit their conventions 
to four days, should they so desire. 


HANDBOOK AND REVISION OF CONSTITUTION 


On account of the possible merger with the Honorable Synod 
of Iowa and the Synod of Buffalo, the Synodical Handbook has not 
as yet been revised as ordered by Joint Synod at its last convention. 
In case the merger of the synods should again be postponed, I 
recommend the appointment of a Committee for the purpose of re- 
vising Joint Synod’s constitution and by-laws, eliminating all pro- 
visions which have grown obsolete and conforming the changes as 
much as possible to the constitution and by-laws of the Synod of 
America, which were discussed and favorably received by all districts. 
The revised constitution should be printed and submitted to the Joint 
Synod at its next convention. 


RULINGS OF JOINT SYNOD 


Your honorable body is hereby requested to give its rulings on 
the following points on which the constitution and the by-laws of 
Joint Synod are either silent or not sufficiently clear: 


1. Who shall authorize the installation of the Presidents of our 
educational institutions and of the professors of our Theological 
Seminaries, the president of the respective board, or the General 
President? 


2. Shall the salary of a teacher in our institutions, or of any 
other official of Synod, cease immediately upon his death, or shall it 
be paid to his widow or his heirs, and if so, for how long a period of 
time? 


3. Shall a teacher in our institutions, or any other official of 
Synod, if compelled to resign his office on account of age or sickness, 


| 
* 


17 


24 EV. LUTH. JT. SYNOD OF OHIO AND OTHER STATES 


be pensioned by his respective board, or shall he be recommended to 


the Board of Aids for support? 


4. Shall an ordained member of Synod who demits the pastoral 
office and engages in a secular occupation retain his standing as a 
clerical member on the roster of the respective district? If so, how 
long? | 

5. Shall such a member, while his name still appears on the 
roster, be included in an election precinct when the district elects 
its delegates to Joint Synod? 


6. According to the by-laws of Joint Synod “the unit of member- 
ship in Synod shall be a pastor and his parish both holding membership 
in a district. Ten of these units shall be entitled to . two 
delegates one clerical and one lay,” and “pastors serving congregations 
not belonging to Synod, professors and other persons in the service 
of Synod who have been ordained to the ministry shall each constitute 
half a unit. Ten of these shall be entitled to one delegate.” The 
by-laws furthermore state that in case there is not a sufficient number 
to constitute a group of ten, five or more of the units consisting of 
a pastor and his parish shall be entitled to one delegate and in case 
there should be less than ten but five or more half units within a 
district these shall be entitled to one delegate. The by-laws, 
however, do not state whether the five or more of each group should 
form two groups each of which is entitled to one delegate, or whether 
the two groups should be united into one election precinct entitled to 
but one delegate. Joint Synod’s ruling on this point is requested, 
as it affects the representation of the districts at the synodical con- 
ventions. 


7. According to the by-laws of Joint Synod “the parochial school 
teachers within any one of the districts shall be entitled to and 
elect from their midst a delegate to represent them at the convention 
of Joint Synod.” If there are less than five teachers in the district 
shall they be entitled to a delegate? 


8. At several of its conventions one of our districts has recog- 
nized women delegates elected by congregations which have introduced 
woman suffrage and has given these delegates voice and vote. If a 
district may seat women as delegates such a district may no doubt 
also elect women as delegates to the convention of Joint Synod. 
Inasmuch as the constitution of Joint Synod does not expressly state 
that the delegates of the districts shall be chosen from the male 
membership, I herewith request your honorable body to go on record 
as to whether or not women delegates, duly elected by the district, 
shall be recognized and given voice and vote at the conventions of 
Joint Synod. 


SYNODICAL ORGANIZATIONS 


To all who love the Lord Jesus and His church and who have the 
welfare of our Lutheran Zion at heart, the activity and zeal dis- 
played by the various organizations within the bounds of Synod during 
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the past biennium must surely be a source of gratitude and joy. 
More than ever before the men, women and young people of Synod 
are taking an active interest in our work and enlisting for service 
in the Lord’s kingdom. 


The reports of the various organizations as submitted to Joint 
Synod should be duly considered. Synod should express its apprecia- 
tion, assist these organizations whenever and wherever possible and 
encourage their noble efforts to build up the Lord’s kingdom. 

Synod should also advise the pastors and congregations to hold 
men’s missionary conferences, women’s missionary conferences, and 
young people’s conferences in their respective districts and to organize 
men’s, women’s and young people’s societies to be affiliated with the 
respective general synodical organizations for the purpose of strength- 
ening Lutheran consciousness and synodical loyalty and of doing more 
efficiently the great work which God has given us to do. Cooperation 


on the part of our laymen will help us to solve many problems now 
confronting the church. 


NATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL 


Relative to the National Lutheran Council, I beg to refer Synod 
to an article by Dr. John A. Morehead, as it appeared in the July, 
1928, issue of “The Pastor’s Monthly.” This article sets forth the 
Council’s program. 

I desire to call attention to the fact that the Council, through its 
Constitution which was carefully revised two years ago, is simply 
a joint agency to carry out for Lutheran Synods such work as each 
Synod delegates to it. It assumes no authority, no principle of 
organization in any way to function as a federation or affiliation of 
the respective bodies. It is an agency to ¢arry on that work of common 
interest and common responsibility where no Synod individually would 
be in a position to take care of it. The men charged to represent 
the Lutheran Synods in the Council are ever mindful of not com- 
promising the positions of their respective Synods and of cooperating 
in those things only in which cooperation does not presuppose altar and 
pulpit fellowship. In my estimation the Council has rendered inval- 
uable service to the Lutheran Church of America, even to those synods 
which refuse to affiliate with it. It is worthy of Joint Synod’s 
support. 

Joint Synod’s portion of the $100,000 for World Service in 1928 
amounts to $9,720.00. 

Joint Synod’s share of the $33,896.66 budgeted for the operating 


expenses of the National Lutheran Council in 1928 amounts to 
$3,466.44. 


WORLD CONVENTION 
At its last convention Joint Synod resolved to send an official 
delegation to the next Lutheran World Convention (to be held in 
Copenhagen, June 26, 1929, and to continue ten days) and that the 
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personnel of the delegation include the General President, (Minutes, 
1926, p. 240, III). 


Permit me once more briefly to state my n as to the 
wisdom of this resolution. 


Although the World Convention which will meet in Copenhagen 
in June 1929, will not seat any delegates who do not at least nominally 
accept the Augsburg Confession, the Joint Synod of Ohio is not in 
altar and pulpit fellowship with the majority of these delegates or the 
churches they represent, because differences in doctrine and practice 
separate us. If this World Convention were called for the purpose 
of discussing these differences and bringing about unity in doctrine 
and practice on the basis of the Scriptures and the Confessions, the 
Joint Synod would sin by not taking part and bearing witness to the 
truth. The Convention, however, is not called for this purpose but 
rather for the purpose of emphasizing the fact that all Lutherans, 
though separated as far as doctrine and practice are concerned, 
have many things in common, and of arousing and strengthening 
Lutheran vonsciousness over against the Church of Rome and the 
Reformed churches. 


Fyrthermore, why try to bring about unity of the Lutheran 
churches of Europe and America when efforts to bring about unity of 
the Lutheran Synods of America have not yet attained the desired end? 
It seems to me that before the American Lutheran Churches cross the 
sea to help the Lutheran Church of Europe to heal its breach they 
should try to heal their own. Late developments in the Allgemeine 


Lutherische Konferenz, the largest Lutheran body of Germany, and 


the would-be leaders in the World Convention have convinced me that 
this conference will not be able to do much toward the up-building 
of the Lutheran Zion. 


Furthermore, Synod’s financial condition is such that in my hum- 
ble opinion the money that would be used for sending a dele- 
gation to Europe could be used to better advantage. The crying 
needs of the Home Mission field and the incessant calls of the Mission 
Committees of every district should prompt Synod to reduce its 
expenses to a minimum and save its money for the work of Home 
Missions. 

On the other hand, I realize that the World Convention has 
no legislative character. It is to be a free conference of Lutherans 
for the purpose of giving testimony of their faith, and the conserva- 
tive synods of America will be given an apportunity to make a distinct 
contribution to such testimony. Whether the Joint Synod should be 
among these synods is for Synod to decide. 

If Synod should choose to abide by its resolution of 1926, it 
would be advisable to instruct its delegates not to vote for the 
establishment of any organization with headquarters in Germany 
or for the establishment of a permanent Secretariat with full time 
officials and the like. These conventions must remain what the 
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Eisenach Convention was, i. e., free conferences for the purpose of 
exchanging views and without authority to legislate for the par- 
ticipating churches. 

Joint Synod’s share of the expenses of the Eisenach Convention 
Continuation Committee to date amount to $947.79. Will Synod order 
this to be paid? 

ANNIVERSARIES 


J will remember the works of the Lord: surely I will remember 
the wonders of old.” Psalm 77:12. 


By the grace of God the Church of the Reformation is about to 
celebrate the anniversaries of several events ever memorable in the 
annals of the Kingdom of God. 


1. In 1529 Dr. Martin Luther gave to the church which bears 
his name the book which; next to the Bible, is its most precious treas- 
ure, his Small Catechism. 


This book which contains the Bible in nuce has been translated 
into more languages than any other book written by man and has 
brought the saving truth to millions of souls. Surely, we have reason 
to celebrate with joyous hearts the 400th anniversary of Luther’s 
Small Catechism and to thank God for the precious gift which He 
has given and preserved to His church to this very day. In order to 
celebrate this anniversary properly I recommend: 


a. That Joint Synod advise its districts to discuss at their re- 
spective conventions in 1929, “The Great Value of Luther’s Small 
Catechism and Its Use in the Home and the Church.” 


b. That Joint Synod advise its pastors and congregations to 
commemorate both in their Sunday-schools and divine services the 
publication of Luther’s Small Catechism, Sunday, May 12, 1929, 
this being the anniversary of the first publication. 


e. That Joint Synod advise the editors of the church papers 
to take note of the Quadri-centennial of the Catechism in a series of 
special popular articles. 


2. The year 1929 also marks the 400th anniversary of the Mar- 
burg Colloquy at which Luther refused the hand of fellowship to the 
Reformed Churches and characterized the differences which separate 
the Lutheran Church from these churches by saying: “You have a 
different spirit.” He realized that his opponents were not only 
rationalists who subjected the truth of the Word of God to the 
judgment of human reason and who would not accept what human 
reason could not comprehend, but also that their Christianity, 
instead of being born of the Gospel and centering in the Gospel, 
was standardized by the law and was rather a code of laws. Reason, 
instead of faith, the power of the law, instead of that of the Gospel, 
the kingdom of God a kingdom in which not the Gospel but the law 
reigns supreme—this characterized the Reformed Churches, and for 
that reason Luther said: “You have a different spirit.” This spirit 
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is still the spirit of the Reformed Churches. They have inherited it 
from their mother church. Their doctrines as well as their practices 
and many of their activities show this with unmistakable clearness. 
Sad to say, many Lutherans of the present day, both pastors and 
congregations, fail to realize that this is the great gulf which 
separates the Lutheran Church from the Reformed Churches. These 


Lutherans are more or less indifferent as to doctrinal differences 


and seem satisfied as long as men of the Reformed Churches still 
hold fast to the fundamentals of the Christian faith. More and 
more they are beginning to imitate the customs and usages, the ways 
and methods of the Reformed Churches and seem almost ready to 
accuse the man who said “Ye have a different spirit,” of narrowness 
and bigotry, yea, of a lack of the spirit of Christ. But at Marburg 
Luther by the grace of God saved the Lutheran church from ration- 
alism and unionism, and preserved for her the Biblical truths which 
are now specifically Lutheran truths,—a most precious treasure of 
our church and an inexhaustible fountain of comfort and joy to the 
souls of men. Surely, we have reason to celebrate the 400th anni- 
versary of the Marburg Colloquy with joyful hearts and to thank 
God for the stand which Luther took over against rationaliom and 
unionism. I therefore recommend: 


a. That Joint Synod advise its districts to discuss at the con- 
ventions of 1929, “The Marburg Colloquy and its Importance for the 
Lutheran Church of the Present Day.” 


b. That Joint Synod advise its pastors to present the importance 
of the Marburg Colloquy especially to their Luther Leagues, Young 
People’s Societies and men’s and women’s organizations, for con- 
sideration and discussion. 


e. That Joint Synod instruct its editors to take note of this 
memorable event in a series of articles for the purpose of strength- 
ening Lutheran consciousness, without which we will soon lose the 
treasures of the Reformation. 


3. The year 1930 marks the Quadri-centennial of the Augsburg 
Confession, the glorious confession of the Lutheran Church, in which 
she sets forth her faith as taken from and based upon the inspired 
and inerrant Word of God, a truly evangelical confession whose 
center is justification by faith. Thanks be to God who has preserved 
this precious confession to us to this day! I recommend: 


a. That Joint Synod advise all districts to discuss topics relative 


to the Augsburg Confession and arrange for celebrations at the 
district conventions in 1930. 


b. That Joint Synod advise all pastors and congregations to 
hold special services on Sunday, June 22, 1930, commemorative of the 
presentation of the Augsburg Confession. 


c. That Joint Synod celebrate the anniversary with special 
services on the synodical Sunday during the conyention in 1930, 
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d. That the editors of our church papers be instructed to take 
note of the anniversary in a series of special articles. 


e. That the Publication Board be instructed to issue for free 
distribution tracts both on the Catechism in 1929 and the Augsburg 
Confession in 1930. 


4. The year 1930 also marks the 350th anniversary of the Book 
of Concord into which the Lutheran Church has gathered all her 
confessions, including the Formula of Concord, which put an end to 
the various doctrinal controversies agitating and disrupting the 
church after Luther’s death. When celebrating the Quadri-centennial 
of the Augsburg Confession let us not forget the 350th anniversary 
of the Book of Concord. By the grace of God our fathers succeeded in 
giving to the church in this book a clear presentation of the truth 
revealed in the Scriptures and refuting all errors which may pos- 
sibly arise to pervert this truth. For three hundred and fifty years 
this book has proved its value, uniting all who believe and confess 
the truth and barring from the walls of Zion all errorists. Even 
today by presenting the Biblical truth and refuting all error, it is 
the standard by which we may judge the false doctrines which Satan 
is constantly sending forth to deprive the church of the truth and 
to destroy human souls. The confessions of the Lutheran Church 
as contained in the Book of Concord are by no means antiquated and 
obsolete, as some Lutherans may be inclined to believe. On the con- 
trary, next to the Holy Scriptures in which the Holy Spirit speaks 
to the church of the present day, the confessions are the fountain 
from which the Lutheran Church must continue to draw her strength 
to wage war against her enemies, and to retain the treasures en- 
trusted to her. A greater appreciation of her confessions—that is 
what the Lutheran Church of the present day sorely needs. 


May God by the celebration of these anniversaries grant unto 
our Synod as well as the Lutheran Church at large a greater and 
fuller measure of Lutheran consciousness. 


INTERSYNODICAL RELATIONS 


1. The Intersynodical Committee (Minutes, 1926, p. 23, 1) 
held several meetings since the convention of your honorable body in 
1926, for the purpose of considering criticisms and suggestions which 
had been officially submitted by some of the participating synods. 

The theses on Predestination and Conversion have been revised 
and have again been referred to the synods concerned for ratification. 
The official English translation has been completed and if so ordered 
by Synod a copy will be sent to every pastor. 


It was reported to the committee that some objections have been 
raised to some statements in the theses on other doctrines, such as 
The Scriptures, Our Attitude toward the Lutheran Symbols, Church 
Fellowship, The Church, The Universal Priesthood, The Office of the 
Ministry, The Anti-Christ, Chiliasm, Sunday, Open Questions. Lack 
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of time, however, has prevented the proper consideration of these 
objections. 


For the last ten years the Intersynodical Committee has labored 
faithfully to bring about unity in the faith on the basis of the Scrip- 
tures and the Confessions. We again implore God’s blessing upon its 
deliberations, so that the truth may prevail and the doctrinal con- 
troversies which have disrupted the conservative Lutheran Synods 
of America for nearly a half century may finally come to an end. 


2. At its convention in 1926 Joint Synod resolved that the Min- 
neapolis Theses adopted by representatives of the Norwegian Lutheran 


‘Church, the Synod of Buffalo, the lowa Synod and the Joint Synod 


of Ohio, November 18, 1925, be “referred to the Districts of Joint 
Synod, and as soon as the districts adopt them and declare in 
favor of pulpit and altar fellowship, the General President is in- 
structed to declare such pulpit and altar fellowship with the Nor- 
wegian Lutheran Church of America.” (Minutes, 1926, p. 239, 2.) 


I am glad to be able to report that all districts discussed and 
unanimously adopted the theses and pronounced them a sufficient 


basis for church fellowship. All districts have declared themselves 


in favor of altar and pulpit fellowship with the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church. Certain important reasons, however, have prompted your 
General President to postpone issuing a public notice officially declar- 
ing that the Joint Synod has entered into altar and pulpit fellowship 
with the Norwegian Lutheran Church.It remains for Synod to take 
this step. 

In case Joint Synod declares altar and pulpit fellowship with 
the Norwegian Lutheran Church of America, I would suggest that 
a committee of three be appointed for the purpose of conferring with 
a similar committee of the Norwegian Lutheran Church to discuss 
ways and means by which this church fellowship may find expression, 
such as holding official conferences at certain intervals and cooperating 
in certain branches of our common work. 


3. Although not officially authorized to do so, I considered it 
my duty to send official representatives to the conventions of those 
synods with which Joint Synod is in altar and pulpit fellowship 
and with which a merger is now under consideration. Rev. Wm. 
von Fischer was delegated to convey Joint Synod’s greetings and 
best wishes to the Buffalo Synod assembled in St. Paul, Minn., in 
July, 1927. Vice-president M. P. F. Doermann attended the convention 
of the Honorable Iowa Synod in Waverly in July, 1928, for a similar 
purpose. 

Delegate von Fischer reported that the Honorable Synod of 
Buffalo unanimously accepted the confessional clause as originally 
submitted by the Joint Commission and resolved not to unite with the 
proposed new Synod unless this Synod would recognize in its con- 
stitution the Holy Scriptures as the “inspired and inerrant Word 
of God,” 
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Inasmuch as the President’s Report goes’ to press before the 
convention of the Honorable Iowa Synod, Vice-President Doermann 
will give Joint Synod an oral report. 


4. It has been the privilege of your General President to attend 
the convention of the Norwegian Lutheran Church held in Minneapolis, 
Minn., June, 1928, and to convey the greetings and best wishes of 
Joint Synod to our Norwegian brethren. He stressed coordination 
and cooperation of work and fraternal communication among the 
pastors of the two synods. He wishes to take this opportunity to 
express his sincerest thanks to the brethren of the Norwegian Lu- 
theran Church for the many courtesies and kindnesses extended to him 
as representative of Joint Synod. 


A REQUEST FROM THE HONORABLE SYNOD OF BUFFALO 

The President of the Honorable Synod of Buffalo, the Rev. K. A. 
Hoessel, informed me under date of September 30, 1927, that certain 
conditions which appear to be God’s special direction have prompted 
this Synod to begin mission work among the Jews in the city of 
Buffalo, N. v. 

Inasmuch as this Synod is not a very large body and, furthermore, 
inasmuch as the Joint Synod has no mission of its own among the 


Jewish people, President Hoessel inquires if Joint Synod would not 


instruct its General Treasurer to turn over the interest of the funds 
for mission work among the Jews, held and invested by the Joint 
Synod, to the Synod of Buffalo for its work, as also all contributions 
for Jewish Mission work which might be sent to our General Treasurer. 


We have on hand at the present time an Endowment Fund of 
$5,184.76 and accumulated interest amounting to about $491.47. 


In case Joint Synod complies with this request the Buffalo Synod 
will grant us representation on its Jewish Mission Committee, and 
this committee should send us ane reports regarding its work 
and its finances. 


LUTHERAN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 


An informal meeting of representatives of various Lutheran 
Synods and Lutheran educational institutions was held March 14, 1928, 
in Chicago, III., for the purpose of discussing simultaneous efforts to 
raise funds for and to awaken interest in Lutheran educational 
institutions during the year 1930. Your president appointed the 
First Vice-president, Dr. E. Poppen, official representative to this 
meeting, which was also attended by Dr. W. H. Lehmann, President 
W. F. Schmidt and President W. Hieronymus. The minutes of this 
convention will be submitted to the respective committee. Suffice it 
to state that the members of our Synod submitted the following 
communication to the Chicago convention: “Having discussed the 
situation as it obtains in the Joint Synod of Ohio, we heartily 
endorse the movement for emphasis in 1930 on the educational phase 
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of the work in the entire Lutheran Church of America. We shall 
recommend to the Joint Synod of Ohio at its next convention in 
August that the year 1930 be officially set aside to be known as 
Educational Year with a view to giving special moral and material 


support to the further development of our work in the field of Higher 
Christian Education.” 


COMMITTEE ON REVISION 
Experience has taught us that the reports of the committees and 


the resolutions presented to and adopted by Joint Synod frequently 


lack clearness and precision and for this reason are subject to mis- 
interpretation. I, therefore, recommend the appointment of a com- 
mittee to which all resolutions of this convention shall be referred for 
revision. If found incorrect or ambiguous, the committee shall re- 
submit the resolutions to Synod in their proper form. 


CONCLUSION 


And now, my brethren, important problems confront us, problems 
which we cannot solve without the help of Him who has said: 
“Without me, ye can do nothing.” To Him, therefore, to the Lord of 
the Church, we lift up our hearts in prayer, imploring Him that, 
notwithstanding our sins and shortcomings, He may not forsake us, 
but grant us His Holy Spirit, the Spirit of wisdom and of love, the 
Spirit of power and strength, that we may learn to know and to do 
His will. 


Lord, be merciful unto us according to Thy loving kindness; 
Lord, establish Thou the work of our hands! 


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost be with us all. Amen. 


Respectfully submitted, 


C. C. HEIN. 
Columbus, Ohio, August, 1928. 


RESOLUTIONS | 
I herewith recommend the adoption of the following resolutions: 


1. Resolved, that Synod shall not deviate from the order of 
business, unless demanded by three-fourths of the members present. 

2. Resolved, that speakers shall be limited to five minutes and 
that no one shall speak more than twice on the same motion. 

3. Resolved, that the traveling expenses of the delegates and 
advisory members shall be paid by the General Treasurer on the 
last day of the convention of Synod, on order of the Committee on 
Equalization of Traveling Expenses, and that payment be withheld 


from delegates or advisory members who leave before the close of 


the convention without an excuse from the Committee on Excuses. 
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Al wouchers r chall be by the 


Secretary, all vouchers of delegates by their respective District 
Presidents. 


4. All requests for excuses of delegates shall be approved by the 


respective District Presidents. 

5. Resolved, that at this convention no appropriations be made, 
unless they have been referred to the Committee on Finances. 

6. Resolved, that the official minutes of Joint Synod be pub- 
lished in the English language only. 

7. Resolved, that popular reports of the convention of Joint 
Synod for distribution among our people be prepared in the English 
and in the German language. 

8. Resolved, that the number of copies to be printed be de- 
termined by the General President and the Manager of the Lutheran 
Book Concern. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS 
To your honorable body I suggest the following order of business: 


Time of Sessions 


:45 A. M. to 11:45 A. M. 
M. to 5 P. M. 


2 P. 
7 P. M. to 9 P. M. 


— 
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8:45 A. 


8:45 A. 


8:45 A. 
2:00 P. 


8:45 A. 


2:00 P. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS 


Christ Church 
Thursday, Aug. 23 
Divine Services and Holy Communion. 


OPENING OF SYNOD 


Mees Hall 
Organization. 
Home and Inner Missions (Committee IV). 
Foreign Missions (Committee V). 


Friday, Aug. 24 


Educational Institutions (Committee II). 
Educational Institutions (Committee II). 
Colored and Mexican Missions (Committee VI). 
Laymen’s Meeting. 

Meeting of District Statisticians. 


Meeting of representatives of District Finance 
Committees. 


Saturday, Aug. 25 


Nominations (Committee XI). 
Communications and Varia (Committee X). 


Monday, Aug. 27 


Finance Committee (Committee VII). 
Administration Affairs (Committee VIII). 
President’s Message and — (Committee I). 


in Union with Iowa and Buffalo (Committee 


Continued (Committee XIII). 


Translation of Catechism (Committee XV). 
Intersynodical Hymnal (Committee XVI). 


Tuesday, Aug. 28 


Publications (Committee IX). 
Election. 


Charitable Institutions and Board of Aids (Com- 
mittee III). 


Wednesday, Aug. 29 


Elections (Committee XIV). 
Equalization (Committee XVIII). 
Pension (Committee XII). 

District Statisticians (Committee XVII). 
Unfinished Business. 

Excuses (Committee XIX). 

Closing of Synod. 


222 
M. 
11:00 A. M. 
2:00 P. M. 
7:00 P. M. 
8:45 A. M. 
2:00 P. M. 
7:00 P. M. 
M. 
7200 P. 
ö¹. 
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* 1 to 3 P. M. 
2:00 P. M. — 
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EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, COLUMBUS, OHIO 


With profound thanks to God for the blessings He has bestowed 
upon our Seminary during the past we submit the following report 
covering the past two years. 

Dr. E. Pfeiffer through whose service as teacher, professor, 
author, and outstanding leader in the field of missions God has richly 
blessed our Seminary, our Synod and the Lutheran Church was called 
to his heavenly home December 19, 1926. After several calls had 
been returned your Board called Pastor Jacob Dell, Reading, O., 
who accepted our call and has been working as professor in our Sem- 
inary since September 1927. 

During the school year 1926-27 classes were attended by 57 stu- 
dents, of whom 11 graduated; during the last year there were 59 
attending classes—25 Seniors, 18 Middlemen, and 16 Juniors—and 25 
graduated. With much satisfaction we are able to report that all but 
five of the seniors were provided with positions in the church at the 
time of graduation, and for two of these, there were immediate pros- 
pects of calls. There is no overproduction of ministers. 


Our faculty, conscious of the needs to meet present conditions 
and alert to improve the efficiency of our seminary, has with the 
approval of your Board taken steps to reach—and in fact, is in some 
respects reaching—a higher plane than in the past. Five of this 
year’s Seniors have met the requirements for a B. D. degree. Another 
decided step forward was inaugurated last fall. It is required of each 
Seminarian to spend three weeks of “interne work” for actual practice 
under the charge of some pastors in their congregations: one week 
in the second semester of the second year, and one week in each 
semester of the last year. Both, the pastor and the student, are to 
send in a report of the work and observations to the faculty. The 
results this first year were quite satisfactory. 

For some years the Board has keenly felt the need of a fifth 
professor, but not being sure whether it had authority to call one 
under present conditions, although in 1910 when the theological 
professors were also teaching in the college Jt. Synod had authorized 
the calling of a fifth theological professor to relieve Dr. Stellhorn, 
the Board has not called a fifth man but herewith would petition 
the Hon. Jt. Synod for authority to call a fifth professor in the 
Seminary. 

We also submit to you the following committee report prepared 
under our instruction: “Two propositions were considered: 1. How 
can we provide for the students of St. Paul-Luther Seminary in the 
event of a merger of the two seminaries at Columbus? 2, What 
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additional courses are needed in the present curriculum of our sem- 
inary irrespective of a merger? 

Ad 1. The transfer of the students of St. Paul-Luther Seminary 
would present no practical difficulties, as far as housing them is con- 
cerned. All would be provided for in the Divinity Hall. 

To meet the demand for pastors, capable of preaching German, 
the following courses should be offered in our Seminary: 

A. Practical preaching exercises in Gegman. 

B. Sermon Outlines in German. (One hour every two weeks 
throughout the Middlemen and Senior years.) 

C. Catechetics in German. (One year, two or three hours per 
week, as necessary. Instruction in theory with opportunity for prac- 
tical exercises. ) 

Ad 2. For some time now our present seminary curriculum has 
been deemed inadequate to meet the demands of present day needs 
and conditions. New courses should decidedly be added. Your com- 
mittee considered the introduction of the following courses necessary 
to meet the present and future needs of our seminary students: 

A. Philosophy, with special attention to Philosophy of Religion. 

B. History of Dogmas. 

C. Apologetics, with special reference to Modernism and Modern 
Science. 

D. Church Polity, with particular reference to Jt. Synod. 

E. Sociology, with particular reference to those phases of this 
branch of learning that specially concern the pastor and missionary. 

F. Beginners New Testament Greek. 

G. Expansion of the work now being given on Religious Edu- 
cation. 

H. Courses in the Old Testament (of a more general nature), 
intended especially for those students not electing Hebrew. 


In view of the above named needed additions to our seminary 
curriculum we recommend, that your Honorable Body petition Jt. 
Synod to authorize you to call a fifth, and in event of a merger of the 
two seminaries, a sixth professor of theology to our faculty at 
Columbus. The Committee, R. C. H. Lenski, Chairman; G. C. Gast, 
Secretary; C. C. Hein, General Pres.; O. Mees, President of Capital 
University.” 

Mr. Harvey Loehr, Canton, O., who was elected two years ago 
by Joint Synod for a term of two years resigned because he found 
himself so tied up with his business and different organizations that 
he was unable to attend any board meeting. Your Board elected 
Mr. Leo, Reinartz, Middletown, O., in his place. 


Your Board held four regular and four special sessions. In these 
sessions the Messrs. Otto Spielman and Herman Benzin were re-elected 
Trustees of the College, each for a term of three years. 
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The term of office of the following members of the Board has now 
expired: The Revs. Emil Richter and J. F. C. Soller, and the Messrs. 
Fred J. Heer and Leo Reinartz. 

C. F. W. ALuwarpt, President. 
J. F. C. Secretary. 


CAPITAL UNIVERSITY, COLUMBUS, o. 


With the blessing of God resting upon our school, we can report 
that we have made progress in the past two years, and that the 
prospects for the future are exceedingly bright. 


Our Professors 


Our teaching force, with but few minor interruptions on account 
of sickness, has faithfully carried on its work, with entire satisfaction 
to the Board. . 


In order to maintain the standard of our school many members 
of our Faculty are taking work in Summer Schools, and others are on 
leave of absence while pursuing courses in other schools. Prof. Paul 
Schacht is now in the University of Chicago, Prof. F. W. Kohler in 
the University of Pittsburgh, and Prof. Wm. Young will be absent 
the second semester of the coming year, to attend Ohio State Uni- 
versity, for his Ph. D. degree. 


Miss Justina Eich has been added to our teaching force and is 
also giving satisfaction as Dean of Women. ö 


Many instructors had to be employed to take care of the added 
number of students in the various departments. 


Our Students 


| The enrollment in our school has again reached a high peak. In 
1926-1927 there were 480 in the Academic Department which, to- 
gether with the Music Students, made a total of 915. In 1927-1928 
the total number reached the high mark of 1,049, of whom 549 were 
enrolled in the Academic Department. 


The following were the number of graduates in the College De- 
partment and the degrees conferred: 

In 1927, thirty-three received the B. A. degree, and six the B. Sc. 
degree. Besides these there were eleven graduates from the Elemen- 
tary Normal Department, eleven received the two-year Public School 
Music diploma, two the three-year Public School Music Diploma, and 
one graduated from the Church Worker’s Course. 

In 1928, forty-three received the B. A. degree, four the B. Sc. 
degree, and one the Bachelor of Science in Education degree. Seven- 
teen finished the course in the Elementary Normal Department, two 
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the three-year course in Public School Music and two the Church 
Worker’s Course. 


Honorary degrees were conferred upon the following: The 
Doctor of Divinity Degree upon the Revs. Emil Gerfen, F. B. Hax, 
Emmanuel Poppen, C. V. Sheatsley, J. H. Schneider, L. H. Schuh, 
Ph. D., J. F. C. Soller, and Lawrence A. Vigness. The Doctor of 
Music degree was conferred upon Madame Schumann-Heink, Francis 
Cooke, F. Melius Christensen and Nicolai Sokoloff. | 


New Courses 


New courses have been instituted to meet the demands of our 
constituency, a Church Worker’s Course, a course leading to the de- 
gree of Bachelor of Science in Education and Fine Arts course. 


The Chair of Bible 


The Chair of Bible has been endowed by the General Luther 


League of Synod. The name given to this chair is, “The General 
Luther League Chair of Bible.” 


Since practically every student in the Academic Department is 
required to take some courses in Bible, and since the development of 
the spiritual life of the student is the chief aim of our school, it be- 
comes necessary to ask your body for additional help in this depart- 
ment. We, therefore, request Joint Syriod to establish a Chair of 
Associate Professor of Bible. 


The Academy 
We request the discontinuation of the Academy. A number of 
reasons cause us to make this request. To continue the academy on 
the same basis on which it has been run in the past, would jeopardize 
the standing of our school with the accrediting assocations. In order 
to meet the requirements it would mean a building to house the Acad- 
emy as also a separate faculty. We consider this unwise in view of 


the fact that seventy-two per cent of our students are local students. 


This reduction is largely due to the increasingly large number of first 
grade high schools in rural communities, from which the Academy 
formerly drew quite heavily. For the past two years the demand 
has not warranted the continuation of the Academy. 


Improvements 


We ask you to inspect the improvements which have been made 
on and around our Campus since the last meeting of Joint Synod. 
The Girls’ Dormitory, the Music Hall and the Power House have 
been completed and were dedicated at the Commencement festivities 
in June. We need a new Recitation Hall and a Science Hall. With 
these two additions our needs would be satisfied for a number of 
years; without them we cannot carry on our work economically. 
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Synod should make some provision, or give the Board authority to see 
to it that these buildings are erected. 


The Music Conservatory has been named, “Mees Hall,” the 
Social Unit of the Girls’ Dormitory, “Troutman Hall,” and the Dormi- 
tory Unit, “Ackerman Dormitory.” The Boys’ Dormitory has been 
named, “Lehmann Hall,” in honor of the sainted Prof. W. F. 
Lehmann. 


Without expense to our School we are now in possession of a fine 
Athletic Field, valued at about $80,000.00. This field has been named 
“Capital Field.” 

The President's Residence 


The time has come when something must be done with regard to 
the residence of the President of Capital University. The old dwell- 
ing has served its purpose and is now in a condition that makes it un- 
fit for a dwelling. The life and health of the President and his fam- 
ily are endangered by continuing to occupy the building. We can rent 
a home, but rents are high, and for the sake of economy we ask your 
Honorable Body to permit us to borrow $18,000.00 to $20,000.00 to 
erect a suitable dwelling. We will borrow no more than is necessary 
to erect such a dwelling. 


Salary Schedule 


At the last meeting of Joint Synod a salary schedule was adopted 
(cf. page 216, item 7). On account of the large deficit and the un- 
certain financial outlook for the biennium, only one half of the pro- 
posed increase was granted. In justice to our professors, who have 
spent or are spending extra time and money to keep up with the 
requirements of a standard College Professor, we urgently request 
that the full schedule be put into effect the coming year. Our salary 
schedule is the lowest of any college in the Ohio Conference, and is 
also among the lowest among the Standard Lutheran Colleges of the 
country. 

A Fiscal Agent 


We request that the Capital University Board be given permis- 
sion to appoint a Fiscal Agent. We feel that this would not be an 
added expense to Synod, but in the end would aid greatly in relieving 
the General Treasury. 


Lease of Property 
The Board has entered into a contract with the village of Bexley, 
leasing our property east of the Capital University campus, to the 
village. Bexley is to build and maintajn a Library building on the 
same without any cost to our school, our students are to have access 
to the Library, and one of our Professors is to be an advisory member 
of the Bexley Library Board. 
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Varia 


The Summer Scheel has bein conducted tun It has 
been a success, a benefit to our school and without any added expense 
to us. 

The tuition in the College has been increased to $150.00 per 
annum. This increase does not apply to students coming from Joint 
Synod congregations. The Board has also granted children of pas- 
tors a rate of one half the regular tuition. 

The number ‘of students in the Liberal Arts College has been 
limited to 500, with the ratio of two male to one female. This has 
become necessary because our teaching force dnd present equipment 
can care for no more than that number. 

Our Treasurer has presented the budget to the Board of Admin- 
istration. 

Our president, the Rev. F. B. Hax, Messrs. Leo Reinartz, C. F. 
Mayer and Frank Snyder have been chosen to represent us officially at 


your mestmg. ALFRED M. Secretary. 


ST. PAUL-LUTHER COLLEGE, ST. PAUL, MINN. 


God has truly been good to us in our work at St. Paul during the 
past biennium. Our institution has prospered in many ways and is 
in a position to render further great service to our Church. After 
careful inspection by the proper authorities the University of Min- 
nesota Senate voted full accreditment to our Junior College depart- 
ment in May, 1927. The High School department had already been 
accredited. 

The Faculty did its work with but few interruptions and 
24 candidates of theology were graduated from the Seminary during 
the two years. Dr. H. Ernst, the venerable dean of the Seminary, 
has been able, in spite of his eighty-six years, to carry on his work. 

Dr. Karl Hemminghaus, third president of our institution and for 
many years a teacher in Joint Synod schools, a man who gave himself 
without stint to his tasks, was called to his eternal reward in 
February, 1928. May his memory remain in honor among us. Prof. 
Carl Abbetmeyer, Ph. D., head of the English department, resigned in 
January, 1928, for reasons best known to himself. Mr. A. D. Cotter- 
man, A. M., has been elected to fill this vacancy. 


Two vacancies occurred on the Board: Mr. W. Kessel could not 
serve and Mr. R. Kalbskopf resigned. Messrs. J. Lewine and C. R. 
Schmidt, both of St. Paul, wére appointed to fill these vacancies. 

Prof. W. F. Schmidt, B. A., of Spokane, Washington, was called 
to the presidency and was installed May 17, 1927. 


At the 1926 convention Joint Synod authorized the incorporation 
of the institution. This was done in January 1928, and the new 
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official name chosen for the institution is St. Paul-Luther College. 
The incorporation papers are being submitted with this report. 

An opportunity presented itself to purchase nine lots in the 
immediate vicinity of the campus. This purchase was approved by 
the Board of Administration. 


In view of the retirement of Professors William Schmidt and 
G. Kroening, the Board asks Joint Synod to provide an adequate 
pension for them. 


We believe that a church is needed ks a center of religious life 
and activity for St. Paul-Luther College. We, therefore, ask Joint 
Synod to authorize the Board of Administration to lease or make 
available a part of the campus to St. Paul’s Lutheran congregation 
on which the congregation is to build a church to serve both congre- 
gation and college. The Board further asks Synod to grant permission 
to the Board to gather the sum of ten thousand dollars within the 
Minnesota and Wisconsin Districts toward this church. 


The uncertainty with reference to the Theological Department at 
St. Paul is reflecting a measure of uncertainty upon all the depart- 
ments of our school. This uncertainty must be removed if the in- 
stitution is to prosper. The Board, therefore, goes on record as 
favoring the retention of the complete Seminary for the next biennium 
at least, in the meantime memorializing Joint Synod to appoint a 
commission made up equally of representatives of the St. Paul-Luther 
College Board and the Capital University Board. This commission 
shall draw up plans for the establishing of a central seminary and 
should report to Joint Synod in 1930. 

For the future development of St. Paul-Luther College the 
Board has worked out a program involving upper division courses in 
Religious Education and in Fine Arts, which would make our insti- 
tution a distinctive school rendering a distinctive service to the Church, 


and we respectfully request Joint Synod to study this program and 
to act favorably upon it. 


The enrollment during the past biennium was as follows: 


1927 1928 

Department... 34 32 
111 28 37 

Academic 42 52 
Music Department 94 55 
191 

15 

187 176 


The year 1927-1928 saw an increase in the enrollment in Academy 
and College of twenty per cent. We feel justified in our confidence 
that this increase will continue. The prospects are exceedingly bright. 
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Under the provisions of the articles of incorporation Synod must 
elect a complete Board of Directors at this convention, two members 
for two years, two members for four years, and three members for 
six years. Joint Synod heretofore has customarily elected four pas- 
tors and three laymen to the Board. 

J. H. PRaN R, Secretary. 


— 
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CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION 
OF 


„ ST. PAUL-LUTHER COLLEGE 


We, the undersigned, for the purpose of forming a corporation 
under and pursuant to Sections 7892, et seq., General Statutes 1923 
of the State of Minnesota, and amendments thereof, do hereby as- 
sociate ourselves as a body corporate and do hereby adopt the following 
Certificate of Incorporation: 


ARTICLE I 


The name of this corporation shall be ST. PAUL-LUTHER COL- 
LEGE. Its location shall be in the City of St. Paul, Ramsey County, 


Minnesota. 


ARTICLE II 


The general purpose of this corporation shall be to establish, 
maintain, manage and conduct an institution of learning in the 
City of St. Paul, Minnesota, and for that purpose it shall exercise all 
powers and functions and have all rights and privileges granted and 
conferred by law to and upon educational corporations and to and 
upon trustees of such corporations and of colleges and seminaries; and, 


subject to the authority and the orders of the Evangelical Lutheran 


Joint Synod of Ohio and Other States, it shall have the power to buy, 
receive, own, hold, manage and sell property of all kinds, both real 
and personal, for the use and benefit of the institution of ing 
which it conducts. 
ARTICLE III 

This corporation shall consist of seven members, who shall also 
constitute its Board of Trustees. They shall be elected by the 
Evangelical Lutheran Joint Synod of Ohio and Other States, as here- 
inafter specified. At the next biennial meeting of the said Evangelical 
Lutheran Joint Synod of Ohio and Other States two members shall 
be elected to serve for a term of two years, two for a term of four 
years, and three for a term of six years, and thereafter the said 
Evangelical Lutheran Joint Synod of Ohio and Other States shall, 
at each of its. biennial meetings, elect persons to succeed those whose 
terms of membership have expired, for a period of six years each. 
Each person elected, as hereinafter specified, shall be a member of 
this corporation until his successor has been duly elected, but if any 
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vacancy shall occur in the membership, then the remaining members 
may, by a majority vote, elect some person, approved by the President 
of said Evangelical Lutheran Joint Synod of Ohio and Other States, 
who shall fill such vacancy until the said Evangelical Lutheran Joint 
Synod of Ohio and Other States, in meeting duly assembled, elects 
some person to fill such vacancy. No person shall be eligible to mem- 
bership in this corporation unless he is a pastor of said Synod or a 
member of a congregation which is a member of said Synod. Until 
members in this corporation have been elected by the said Evangelical 
Lutheran Joint Synod of Ohio and Other States at its next biennial 
meeting, the following persons shall constitute the members and 
Board of Trustees of said corporation, to-wit: Rev. A. C. Ernst of 
Stillwater, Minnesota, Rev. W. Lange of Watertown, Wisconsin, 
Rev. J. H. Prange of Oak Lawn, Illinois, Rev. E. A. Welke of Pine 
Island, Minnesota, W. Lehman of St. Paul, Minnesota, J. H. Lewin 
of St. Paul, Minnesota, and C. R. Schmidt of St. Paul, Minn. 


ARTICLE IV 


This corporation is not organized for profit and there shall be 


no capital stock. No monthly, quarterly or yearly contributions 
shall be required of its members. 


ARTICLE V 


The officers of this corporation shall be a president, a vice- 
president, a secretary, and a treasurer. They shall be elected by the 
Board of Trustees at a meeting to be held as soon as practicable 
following the biennial meeting of the said Evangelical Lutheran Joint 
Synod of Ohio and Other States and they shall serve until their 
successors are elected and have qualified. The president, vice-presi- 
dent and secretary shall be members of the corporation, but any 
person who is a pastor of said Synod or a member of a congregation 
which is a member of said Synod may be elected as treasurer of this 
corporation. The Board of Trustees of this corporation, above named, 
shall meet as soon as practicable after the completion of its incorpora- 
tion for the purpose of electing officers to serve until the next biennial 
meeting of said Evangelical Lutheran Joint Synod of Ohio and Other 
States, and for the purpose of adopting by-laws and rules and regu- 
lations for the management and conduct of the institution of learning 
which it will conduct. 

ARTICLE VI 


The Board of Trustees of this corporation shall have power to 
make and adopt rules and regulations for the conduct and management 
of the institution which this corporation will conduct, to fix the terms, 
standards and conditions of admission thereto, to regulate and control 
the conduct of the students thereat, to determine the curriculum 
thereof, to appoint and to remove the principal or other head thereof, 
the professors, instructors, and all other employees, agents or servants 
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thereof, and to alter from time to time as may be required all rules 
and regulations adopted by it. All rules and regulations adopted 
pursuant to this Article shall be subject to approval by said Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Joint Synod of Ohio and Other States. 


ARTICLE VII 


The time for the commencement of this corporation shall be 
February ist, 1928, and the period of its duration shall be thirty 


IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, A. C. Ernst, E. A. Welke and 
J. H. Lewin have hereunto set their hands and seals this 16th day of 
January, 1928. 


* 


STATE OF 1 1 
County or Rauser {** 


On this 16th day of January, A. D. 1928, before me, personally 
appeared A. C. Ernst, E. A. Welke and J. H. Lewin, to me known 
to be the persons described in and who executed the foregoing instru- 
ment, and they acknowledged that they executed the same as their 
free act and deed. 

ARTHUR BLOM, Deputy Clerk, 
District Court, Ramsey County, Minnesota. 


HEBRON COLLEGE AND ACADEMY 


We are conscious of God’s visible blessing upon our school during 

the past biennium, and for this we render Him heartfelt thanks. 
Accreditment 

In September, 1926, the second year of college work was added 
to the Junior College department. During the following spring, after 
a rigid inspection, the work of the entire Junior College was promptly 
approved by the University of Nebraska. The Academy has this year 
again been accredited both to the State University and the North 
Central Association of Colleges and Secondary schools. 


New Courses 

In conformity with a former resolution of Joint Synod courses in 
“education” were added to the Junior College curriculum during the 
past year. These courses are fully approved by the State Department 
of Public Instruction and, with the regular academic courses, prepare 
prospective teachers for certification in the public schools. With the 
addition of “methods in religion” the Junior College is able also to 
prepare teachers for our parish school. 


years. 
Signed, Sealed and Delivered In Presence Of: 
ARTHUR Bronx, 
C. R. SCHMIDT, 
A. C. ERN sr, 
E. A. WELKE, 
J. H. LEWIN. 
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Enrollment 


The enrollment for the past biennium was as follows: 1926-1927, 
Junior College, 25; Academy, 82; Music Department, 74. Net total 
enrollment after deducting those counted twice, 145. For 1927- 
1928, Junior College, 54; Academy, 80; Music Department, 69. Net 
total enrollment after those who were counted twice have been de- 
ducted, 164. Thus we see that, although the enrollment in the Acad- 
emy remained about constant, the number of students in the college 
was more than twice as great this year as last. Prospects for next 


year are very bright. 
Faculty 


During the school year 1926-1927 President W. P. Hieronymus 
was granted a leave of absence to pursue his advanced studies at the 
State University. At the end of the year he received his master’s 
degree, but, in addition, he succeeded in completing his residence 
requirements for the doctorate, which degree he will receive upon 
submitting a satisfactory dissertation to the University faculty. In 
March, 1927, President Hieronymus was appointed a member of the 
Nebraska State Board of Examiners by the State Department of 
Public Instruction. It is the duty of this Board to pass on the 
qualifications of the various colleges and junior colleges of the State 
(other than the State University and the State Normal Schools) 
to prepare prospective teachers for institutional teachers’ certificates. 
There are three members on this important board: Dean B. E. Mc- 
Proud, Nebraska Wesleyan University, Prof. A. A. Reed, University 
of Nebraska, and President W. P. Hieronymus. | 


Miss Clara K. Wolfganger, instructor in science, received leave 
of absence during the term just ended to complete her work for 
the master’s degree at the State University. She was granted this 
degree in June and will resume her duties next September. Neither 
of the above mentioned leaves of absence entailed any additional 
expenditure on the part of our institution. 

The members of the faculty who by summer work have pursued 
advanced courses at some higher institution of learning in order the 
better to equip themselves in their profession are: Professors Wm. 
Young, Wm. H. Roselius, H. Brueckner, Rudolph Jargo, and M. 
Paysen. 

Mr. Henry Young, a graduate of the college and seminary of 
Capital University, has been appointed as an instructor and super- 
visor of the boys’ dormitory for next year. 


Board Members | 
The term of office has expired for the following members: Revs. 
E. C. Meyer and J. B. Cronek, and for Messrs. Richard Werner and 
Ernst Pohlmann. It is, therefore, encumbent upon Joint Synod during 
this convention to elect new members for a term of four years each. 
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Music Department 


The music department, beginning with the next biennium, will 
be put on a self-supporting basis with the exception of an appropria- 
tion of $1000.00. This is the basis upon which the Capital University 
School of Music is operating. Our efficient music department under 
Prof. Paysen this year, for the fourth consecutive time, won the 
highest prize in class B in the State Music Contest held at Lincoln. 


Gifts 


A number of friends have made valuable donations to the museum 
and library. The largest gift which the school has ever received from 
an individual was a check for $500.00 for the endowment fund to be 
known as the “Gottfried Schmidt Fund.” This money was given by 
Mrs. Schmidt of Deshler, Nebraska, in memory of her deceased 
husband, Mr. Gottfried Schmidt, a former member of the Hebron 
Board. May the blessing of God rest upon the giver as well as the 
gift! 

| Improvements 

Besides the ordinary repairs and improvements usually made each 
year, the basement of Luther Hall was finished this summer. This 
was made necessary by the increased number of classes. 


Financial Campaign 


In view of the fact that the present time did not appear auspicious 
for the launching of a financial campaign for the $85,000.00, for which 
Joint Synod had granted permission at its last session, the board 
decided to let the matter rest for the present. However, we should 
like to have the permission stand, so that the money for another 
building and for the college church may be collected when the board 
deems it feasible. An opportune time for that may be in 1930, when 
almost all Lutheran synods in the United States will launch financial 
campaigns for their educational institutions. 


Annual Appropriation 
The board, herewith, respectfully petitions Joint Synod for an 
annual appropriation of $22,800.00, which is slightly less than that 
received during the past biennium. 8 


J. B. Cronek, Secretary. 
Cur. T. LANGHOLZ, Chairman. 


LUTHER COLLEGE, REGINA, SASK., CANADA 


Thanks be to God and Joint Synod for the blessing and assistance 
rendered to Luther College during the first biennium of its existence. 
Abundantly, and beyond our expectations, our merciful God ‘has 
blessed the activities of Luther College during the first biennium. 
With provision made to accommodate eighty resident students, we 
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thought to have enough accommodation for at least five years. How- 
ever, when the first school year began in September, 1926, we were 
not able to house all the students in the building and had to rent a 
nearby house. The enrollment for the first year was one hundred and 
fourteen, of which number eleven were city students not living in 
the building. So numerous were the applications for the second year, 
that, in order not to turn away our young men and women, double deck 
beds were installed and the attic, intended for a storeroom, was fitted 
out to accommodate fourteen students. By tripling and doubling up, 
we were able to house during the past year one hundred and twenty- 
five students in the rooms; with city students the attendance was one 
hundred and forty-one. To our disappointment, six had to be refused 
admittance on account of lack of room. 


To provide living quarters for janitor, cook and kitchen help, 
we are renting a house at $25.00 per month, to which must be added 
the cost of fuel and light. 

The school has been visited by Dean Ling of the University of 
Saskatchewan and by Doctor Stilwell, Inspector of Colleges for 
Saskatchewan. The reports of both these men give credit to the 
efficiency both in management and instruction, due to the excellent 
spirit and cooperation of our Director and faculty in performing 
their duties to make Luther College equal to any state or other private 
institution of this kind. That they have fulfilled their task to the 
satisfaction of the Department of Education is proved in that our 
students in their Departmental Examinations reached a mark of 87 
per cent of all subjects written; we hope that the same, yea even 
better results will be obtained this year. 

Thanks to the number of students and efficient management, 
Luther College ranked ‘lowest amongst Synod’s institutions for the 
year 1926 and 1927 as to cost per student, namely $104.00, being 
$34.00 less than the next school, Hebron College. For 1927 and 
1928, the cost to Synod per student was $85.55. 

Professor C. Behrens, who was granted a leave of absence in 
1926 to continue his studies at the University of Chicago, has com- 
pleted his course and has obtained the degree Ph. S. and resumed his 
duties in September, 1927. 

A separate department of music beginning with the coming 


school year has been inaugurated under the leadership of Miss Elsa. 


Mees. This has been done in view of the great field open for such 3 
course and in the hope that this department will be self-sustaining 
and be a source for additional revenue. 

Eight young men of our Senior class have entered Junior class 
of Capital University and two the Theological Department at St. Paul. 
From now on each year some of our young men will go to Capital 
University to finish their College course, but, as the distance is very 
great and the travelling expenses amount to $120.00, which is a 
hindrance for some to enter Capital University and in view of the 
fact that especially missionaries and pastors are underpaid, the 
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Board petitions Joint Synod to reduce the tuition for our Canadian 
5 students at Capital University 50 per cent. We further petition to 
a reduce the tuition for sons and daughters of our pastors in Luther 
, College to half, as some pastors who would gladly send their children, 
are not able to do so on account of the meager salaries they receive. 


Our present arrangement of co-education in one building presents 
a very serious problem. This plan cannot be maintained in the 
future the boys living in one end and the girls in the other end of the 
building. In spite of careful supervision, bad situations arise which 
cannot be avoided, unless a different arrangement is made for the 
accommodation of the students; and since co-education cannot be 
discontinued on account of the demand of our people, the large 
number of girls attending being ample evidence for co-education—40 
girls attending last year. Therefore, we ask Joint Synod that a girls’ 
dormitory be erected to house approximately 75 girl students. This 
would also relieve the congestion in the boys’ dormitory, since in the 
past year three students were placed in rooms for two and the 
storerooms were converted into students’ rooms. In the proposed 
girls’ dormitory provision should also be made for dining hall, kitchen 
and living quarters for kitchen help, as well as sick rooms. 
in turn, would make room in the main building for additional class- 
rooms and laboratory, the need of which we are feeling more and more. 


ta The health of our students was not satisfactory during the last 
i. two years. In both years we experienced epidemics for months, 
it scarlet fever prevailing. The health authorities laid the blame on 
. the fact that the students did not have the proper opportunity for 
ae physical exercise. From the end of October to May, the students are 
: generally confined to the building on account of our severe winter 
. months. Another college in the city experienced the same problem 


some years ago, but since the erection of a gymnasium and the 

13 introduction of systematic physical exercises, they have not had to 
iy | contend with epidemics and the health of the students—600—in that 
; institution has been normal. We therefore petition Joint Synod that a 

gymnasium be erected for the purpose of safeguarding the health of 

a our students. The sum of $90,000.00 for a girls’ dormitory and 
4 $35,000.00 for a gymnasium, would be required as per drawings pre- 

77 sented. We ask to be given permission to raise this sum throughout 
Joint Synod. 

| | The term of office of Rev. E. Hertz, Rev. P. Kohlmeier and Mr. H. 
Ra: Schmidt has expired. 

a ; We again assure you of our gratitude and sincere efforts in ful- 

# : filling the duties placed upon us. 

| JOHN Fritz, Secretary. 
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ST. JOHN’S ACADEMY, PETERSBURG, W. VA. 


St. John’s Academy has completed two very blessed and prosperous 
years, under the protection and guidance of Almighty God. 

The scholastic years opened with enrollments of 85 and 92. The 
latter number required more housing and boarding facilities than are 
at our command. In 1927 there were 18, and this year there were 
18 graduates. Two of the former class are at Capital University 
preparing for the ministry, and two of the latter class became con- 
firmed members of the Lutheran church. There is a marked in- 
fluence for Lutheranism at work in the institution. 


Judging from the high standing of our graduates in various 
schools, from testimonials given by educators, and from the town- 
talk of the Petersburg citizens our school has an excellent reputa- 
tion, and a good scholastic standing. 

The Joint Synod of Ohio, recognizing the imperative need of new 
buildings for relieving crowded conditions then existing, granted us 
the privilege of raising $40,000 for the same in 1926. (Minutes. 
Pages 45 and 219). In deference to advice from officers of synod 
such action was postponed. We now ask Synod to express itself as 
to whether the securing of funds for building and equipping a new 
girls’ dormitory and a dining-hall, for altering the present dining-hall 
so that it may be used as a music-hall, for enlarging the boys’ dormi- 
tory so as to provide stage facilities and additional dormitory room, 
should be undertaken. 


In view of the fact that in Petersburg there are no houses for 
rent, in which our professors might live, we ask Synod to permit the 
erection of a building, or buildings, suitable for housing two profes- 
sors and their families. | 

The institution did not enter upon Junior College work during 


the past two years, but it is the conviction of the Board that the same 
should be introduced just as soon as possible. 


Our budget has been submitted to the Administration Board. 
In this connection we petition Synod to pay the president of our in- 


stitution the maximum of $2600 per year (an increase of $400) in 
view of his faithful and efficient service. 


We ask that Prof. Chas. J. Schwemley be granted an increase of 
$200, making the total $1800. 
salary. 
It is with pleasure that we point to a $1,000 refund to Mr. George 
L. Conrad on our allowance for 1928. 
Vacancies caused by the resignations of Messrs. Geo. Mallow and 


T. P. Langhans were temporarily filled by the appointment of Messrs. 
E. Johannesen and A. F. Hartzell. Synod must therefore elect one 
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layman to serve two years, filling Mr. Mallow’s unexpired term, and 
one layman for a full term of four years. 

The terms of office of the following members have also expired: 
Rev. L. O. Burry and Rev. G. B. Tejan. 


ADOLPH P. Secretary. 
G. D. Simen, President. 
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CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS 


WERNLE ORPHANS’ HOME 


By the grace of ,God our institution has continued to function 
for another period of two years and is now rounding out its fiftieth 


year of loving service, ministering to the unfortunates who are in 


need of parental care. 
Our Family 


During the past two years 15 children were received, 26 were 
dismissed and 2 were taken from us by death, leaving 25 boys and 
16 girls as wards of the institution, the smallest number of inmates 
in many years, a total of 41. | 

Health 

Aside from a number of minor troubles threatening the health of 
the children, the Home was twice quarantined because of diphtheria. 
Two deaths resulted, and little Norma Fischer and her sister Edna, 
of St. Marys, Ohio, were laid to rest in our Wernle Home cemetery. 


School 


The school, in charge of teachers Praetorius and Lemke, has 
operated in all grades, graduating 2 pupils in 1927 and 5 in 1928. 
We sincerely regret to report the resignation of Miss Anna Lemke, 
teacher, who on account of impaired health is giving up her work. 
Our best wishes for a speedy recovery go with her. The Board is 
fortunate in securing Miss Dorothy Obendorf as successor, who will 
take up her duties at the beginning of the new school year. 


The Farm 
Under the direction of the farm supervisor, Mr. Otto Weber, 
himself a practical farmer, our farm has been worked to advantage 


and with some slight profit. During 1927 the farm produced the 
following: 


5 tons of hay S $60 00 

465 bushels Wheet 606 50 

1,072 50 

40 00 

200 bushels potatoes 250 00 

De 535 00 

Profit on poultry... 205 00 

100 00 

Less cost of operation 3,237 45 


> 
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But for several unusual expenses on the farm the profit would 
have been considerably higher. 

The farm supervisor credits the farm with the following in- 
ventory: 5 horses, 10 cows, 2 calves, 15 hogs, 200 chickens. Tools 
$550.00 Produce on hand January 1, 1928, $857.75. 


Auditors 


The Board has secured the services of Edgar Hirschfield and 
Walter Klehfoth, business men of Richmond, Ind., as auditors, and 
-nighly appreciates the work they are doing without cost to the in- 

gtitution. 


Improvements 

Extensive repairs have been made in the laundry including the 
wiring of the plant and the installation of several new pieces 
of laundry equipment, boiler, washer, dryer, tubs. The exterior 
of the building is to receive a coat of stucco. Garage, hen house 
and hog house have been erected. Approximate cost of these im- 
provements and repairs, $5,000.00. 

The Women’s Missionary Conference has assumed some of the ‘ 
interior decorations and has purchased new furnishings for the parlor 
for which we are grateful to the good women of Synod. 


M. D. o. 


* We must again direct the attention of Synod to the fact that 
the Wernle Home has not received its legitimate share of the Million 
Dollar Offering. We raise the question whether Synod is justified in 
diverting into other treasuries funds that were intended for, and, 
therefore, properly belong to the Wernle Orphans’ Home. 


In our budget, already submitted, we are asking Synod for an 
annual appropriation of $10,000.00 to carry on our work. If it is 
possible for us to get along on less, we will gladly cut the appropria- 
tion later on. . 

Placement Work 


Because of the heavy expense connected with the maintenance of 
our orphanages, we recommend to Synod that the entire question 
of caring for our needy children, as well as the question of converting 
our orphanages into placement institutions be referred to a commission 
to be appointed by Synod, said commission to report in two years. 


Fiftieth Anniversary 
May, 1929, will close fifty years of a beautiful work of mercy, 
uninterruptedly carried on in the Wernle Home. 


Synod should arrange for a fitting celebration of the fiftieth 
anniversary. 


Finances 
- 
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— 


Terms of Office 
The following terms of office have expired: 
Rev. C. F. Mrrrcer, C. H. DUNING, 
GrorGE DEUKER, OTTO WEBER. 


May God in mercy continue to protect our Home, to bless the 
children and to supply courage and strength to all who are charged 
with the care of His little ones. ö 


A. L. NickLAs, President. 
Gro. W. Deuxker, Secretary. 


Sr. JOHN’S HOMES, MARS, PA. 


With praise and thanksgiving to God for His mercies which have 
been new unto us every morning, and for His compassions that fail 


not, our St. John’s Old Folks’ Home and Children’s Home are per- 


mitted to close another biennium. 
The board submits for favorable consideration the following: 


Old Folks’ Home 


There are now 10 men and 18 women in the Old Folks’ Home. 
During the last biennium 2 men and 2 women were received, 2 men 
and 1 woman left and 6 died. 


Children’s Home 


There are now 23 boys and 16 girls in the Children’s Home. 
During the last biennium 14 boys and 4 girls were received, and 9 
boys and 9 girls left. No deaths. One boy and 1 girl were placed in 
private homes. There are 33 children attending school. 


Health 


Due to the infirmities of old age much sickness of body and mind 
must be expected in a home for the aged. During the last biennium 
4 fathers and 2 mothers were called to their eternal home above. 
The health of the children was all that could be expected. In 1927 
there were 20 tonsil operations, and in December 1927 and January 
and February 1928 there was an epidemic of scarlet fever, when 37 
children were sick. All recovered. At these times we were very 
grateful for our large and commodious hospital building. 


Resignations and Appointments 
During the summer of 1926 Miss Anna Van Endt resigned as 
matron of the Old Folks’ Home. Mrs. Myrtle Albert was called to fill 
this position, and her services are very acceptable. 
In June 1926, Miss Freda Darnauer resigned as teacher of the 
school. A very efficient successor was found in Miss Mary Clossman 
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of Capital University. Miss Clossman resigned her position in June 
1928 to continue her studies. Miss Anna Zentner, a daughter of the 
sainted Rev. Zentner, and for years a teacher in Sharon, Pa., but 
now an inmate of our Old Folks’ Home, has accepted the call of the 
board to teach in our school beginning September, 1928. Her status 
as an inmate of our Old Folks’ Home however remains unchanged. 

Two members of the board resigned. Mr. A. C. Gauger of 
Pittsburgh, Pa., whose term of office expires this year, 1928, re- 
signed because of the infirmities of age. Mr. J. C. Ebert of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., was elected in his stead. Mr. George Trautman, of But- 
ler, Pa., whose term of office expires in 1930, resigned because of 
moving to California. Mr. William H. Kummer of Butler, Pa., was 
elected to fill this vacancy until this meeting of synod. A successor 
to Mr. Kummer should be elected to serve only until 1930. 

The term of office of Rev. Adolf Ebert expires this year. Succes- 
sors to Rev. Ebert and Mr. J. P. Ebert should be elected for six 
years. 

Petitions 

Since the superintendent’s duties at the homes require his pres- 
ence there at nearly all times, we humbly petition the Honorable 
Joint Synod for a full time superintendent. 


If this petition is granted, we further ask for permission to have 
the east end of the hospital building converted into an apartment for 
the superintendent’s residence at a cost of $1,570.00. 


Since we have 33 children of all ages attending our school, re- 
quiring instruction in all of the various grades, we further petition 
the Honorable Joint Synod to grant us an additional teacher, or al- 
low us to send the seventh and eighth grade pupils to the public 
school. In this way more time can be given to religious instruction. 


Varia 


No unusual repairs or improvements have been made, necessi- 
tating extra expense; but some are now very necessary as will be 
seen from the treasurer’s report. 

Congregations, auxiliaries of co tions, Women’s Mission- 
ary Conferences and individuals have been very liberal in their sup- 
port of the homes, which is highly appreciated, and is hereby grate- 
fully acknowledged. We hope they will not grow weary in well 
doing. 

In agreement with a synodical resolution, three members of the 
Women’s Missionary Conference, elected as advisory members of the 
board, have been faithful in attending the board meetings. Inspec- 
tion tours of the homes are also made by them between board meetings. 
Their valuable suggestions and material help have done much to 
make these institutions real homes. The eye of a woman will detect 
wants that a man’s eye does not see; and the feminine touch works 
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wonders. They have provided and paid for many comforts and con- 
veniences of the aged and the children, and also for their pleasure and 
enjoyment. Generous gifts of Ladies’ Societies and individual mem- 
bers of many of our congregations have made this great help possible. 
We cannot thank the Women’s Missionary Society, the auxiliary and 
advisory members of the board, and all who stood by them so faith- 
fully, enough for their very valuable assistance, and hope we shall con- 
tinue to enjoy their hearty cooperation in the future, in making our 
homes what we want them to be and what they should be. 

The financial report and budget have been submitted by the 
Treasurer, Mr. W. R. Demmler. 


CHARLES H. EISENBACH, President. 
C. J. Loenr, Secretary. 


ST. JOHN’S HOSPITAL AND OLD FOLKS’ HOME, 
SPRINGFIELD, MINN. 


While preparing the report of the work in St. John’s Old Folks’ 
Home and Hospital, we lift our hearts to the Lord in thankfulness, 
humbly acknowledge His mercy and His truth, His tender provi- 
dence and His nearness to us at all times. We have abundant cause 
to rejoice and to be glad, for the Lord’s bounteous blessing has rest- 
ed visibly upon us during the last years. Our confession is, “Thou, 
Oh Lord, art my hope and my help, my glory and the lifter up of my 
head” (Ps. 3, 3). 

With the Lord’s gracious help, we were able to complete the re- 
modeling of the old building. Therefore, we can report the following 
more important improvements: the attic of the old building was 
partitioned and made into rooms for patients. For the convenience 
of both the aged and the patients, we were compelled to install the 
electric elevator so long needed and also a steel fire escape with ap- 
propriate doors. Furthermore, modern laundry facilities are being 
installed. This was made imperative by the number of persons re- 
siding in the institution, —about forty with the employees and an 
average of about fifteen patients. 

Up to this time we have not been in a position to purchase a 
suitable farm, but we had an opportunity of obtaining five acres of 
land adjoining our present property, which we bought for $750.00. 
We needed this tract of land for pasture and for potatoes. 

By St. Paul’s Congregation calling an assistant pastor we were 
enabled to arrange regular services at the Home. 

As to the number of inmates cared for throughout the last bi- 
ennium, our records show that the Old Folks’ Home sheltered a total 
of forty-five persons; fifteen persons were admitted during the last 
two years and nine of the inmates have been laid to rest. At present 
all our available room is occupied and eleven inquiries and applica- 
tions for admission are still on file. Aside from the usual infirmities 
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of age, the condition of health in the institution was, thanks to God, 
quite good. Four hundred and eighty-seven patients were received 
in the Hospital Department and two hundred and ninety operations 
were performed. The income of the Hospital helped considerably in 
paying household expenses and improvements. 

We here wish to thank all of the brethren of Synod for their 
kind assistance; we also extend our thanks to the faithful women in 
our congregations and to the Ladies’ Aid Societies for their liberal 
support. Furthermore, we request their co-operation in the future. 
May the Lord reward all our benefactors! 

The treasurer’s report will give information concerning the 
financial condition of the institution. 

We further beg to report that Rev. H. J. Brede, due to his re- 
moval to Caroline, Wis., resigned as a member of the Board. With 
the approval of the General President the undersigned was elected in 
his stead. 

Finally, we beg to remind your Honorable Body that the time 
of office of the following Board members expires: The Revs. P. J. 
Haupt and George Diemer, Mr. J. Bauch; also the term of Rev. W. 
Striepe, elected pro tem in the stead of Rev. H. Brede. 


May the blessing of the Lord rest upon our institution in the 


future as it has in the past. 
W. Srriepe, Secretary. 


ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN OLD FOLKS’ AND CHILDREN’S HOME, 
MELVILLE, SASK., CANADA 


For many years the Canada District realized the necessity of 
an Old Folks’ and Children’s Home in its midst. This was brought to 
the attention of Joint Synod at its meeting in 1926. 

Joint Synod acted favorably on the recommendation of the Can- 
ada District and permitted the use of the Luther Academy at Mel- 
ville for this purpose. 

Since St. Paul’s Old Folks’ and Children’s Home is the only 
Lutheran institution of its kind in western Canada, many who have 
been made homeless through misfortune will find refuge within the 
walls of this institution. It is also a shelter for little ones who have 
been deprived of their parents or otherwise neglected. 

At the last meeting of Joint Synod a Board consisting of seven 
members, three pastors and four laymen, was elected. In November, 
1926, a meeting of the Board was called by the President of the 
Canada District. 


The following officers were elected: 


Chairman: Rev. H. Kroeger, Lemberg, Sask. 
Secretary: Rev. H. Honebein, Neudorf, Sask. 
Treasurer: Mr. J. Karius, Melville, Sask. 
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The Rev. W. Willing was called to be the housefather of the 
Home. He accepted the call and came to Melville in January, 1927, 
and then resigned in July of the same year in order to serve as mis- 
sionary in our mission field in Alberta. The Board at once decided 
to engage Mr. and Mrs. W. Pfeiffer to fill the vacancy, which they are 
doing to the satisfaction of all concerned. All the work is being done 
by Mr. and Mrs. W. Pfeiffer and one maid. 

The number of inmates at present is eleven, seven of whom are 
aged men, one, an old lady and three are children. Three other chil- 
dren were taken care of about four months. They are now with 
their mother in Melville. 

We would draw the attention of Joint Synod to the fact that 
there is a possibility of disposing of the present property. 

In the event that we should be offered a satisfactory price for 
the property we would ask that Joint Synod approve the sale. 

Should it be sold we ask Joint Synod to state whether this work 
shall be continued through the erection of an institution according to 
cottage plan at Melville or at some other place. 

Complete alterations of the main building must, however, be 
made. If we are to continue the work in Melville the cost of these 
alterations will amount to about $5,000. 

Yet the intention of the Board is not to make complete alter- 
ations now but only to provide for present needs. The cost of this 
will be approximately $750. 

The time of office of all members of the Board has expired, and 
we request the Joint Synod to fill the vacancies in such a way that one 
pastor and two laymen be elected for two years and two pastors and 
two laymen for four years. 

The constitution of this home is virtually that of the Mars Homes. 


Rev. H. Krogecer, President 
Rev. H. HONEBEIN, Secretary. 


GRACE LUTHERAN SANATORIUM, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 


By the grace of Almighty God, I have been permitted to labor in 
His Vineyard here on earth, and hence, as President of the Board of 
Directors of Grace Lutheran Sanatorium of San Antonio, Texas, I 
humbly submit to the Honorable Joint Synod of Ohio a report covering 
the administration of Grace Lutheran Sanatorium from July 1, 1926 
to May 31, 1928. 
The Directorate 


It is with sincere pleasure that I testify to the fact that the 
entire Board (consisting of Dr. Paul F. Hein, Rev. Nic. Frueh, Rev. 
F. A. Neumeister, Rev. E. G. Knaak, Dr C. C. Cade, Mr. M. R. Haynes 
and myself) has worked in complete harmony and cooperation. Dr. 
Paul F. Hein, our honored superintendent, enjoys the absolute con- 
fidence of the entire Board and I am at a loss properly to express our 
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appreciation of his worth to the institution in his unselfish and diligent 
application to his duties as superintendent. 

Rev. Nic. Frueh of Lavernia and Mr. M. R. Haynes of San 
Antonio are the new members of the Board by virtue of their election 
by Joint Synod at its meeting in Columbus, Ohio, in August of 1926. 
With the consent of the General President, Dr. C. C. Cade of San 
Antonio was chosen in January 1927 to fill the unexpired term of 
Dr. J. A. Mueller, resigned. 

The officers serving since the last meeting of Joint Synod are 
H. H. Ochs, President, Rev. E. G. Knaak, Secretary, and Rev. F. A. 
Neumeister, Treasurer. 


Improvements 

With gratitude to our Heavenly Father, I can again report the 
usual steady progress in all branches of our Sanatorium activities, a 
record that has been steady since the opening of the institution in 
1913. | 

A complete X-Ray Equipment has been installed in the Sana- 
torium and it is functioning satisfactorily. Aside from being a 
profitable asset to the institution in its work by enabling the doctor 
to record more accurately the progress of his patients, it elevates the 
standard of our institution. 

The driveway leading to the entrance of the main building has 
been paved; likewise a parking place on the north side of the main 
building. 

The concrete porch has been extended along the entire south side 
of the main building. 

About 400 feet of concrete walk has been constructed on San 
Fernando Street and on the Sanatorium grounds between the cottages 
and the main building. 

The exterior of the latter has also been renovated. 

New refrigerators are ordered and their cost is provided for. 

A fire escape has been installed according to legal specifications. 

Interior and exterior of cottages have been kept in good con- 
dition. 

The yard has been improved and beautified by planting of 
shrubbery and flowers. 


Patients 


The report submitted to your honorable body in August 1926 
disclosed the fact that there were 34 patients in our Sanatorium. 
During the time covered by this report, we admitted into the insti- 
tution 163 patients (90 men and 73 women), and 154 patients left the 
institution, leaving 43 patients in our Sanatorium at this date. 

In striking an average of the patients in our Sanatorium during 
the time covered by this report, it appears that the records reveal an 
increase of about 30 per cent over the previous period average. 


The present capacity of our institution is 47 patients. Last 
winter we had to refuse admittance to quite a number of patients 
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because the institution was filled to capacity. Even at this time 
when our clientage is at low ebb we have 43 patients and only 4 
vacancies to take care of the winter demand. 

The Board through Supt. Hein has engaged in considerable re- 
search work, studying carefully the successes and errors of like 
institutions and has come to the conclusion that an annex to the main 
building would be preferable to the building of additional cottages. 
There are two outstanding reasons for this decision: first, it is more 
economical; and second, the influx of patients is always greater in 
winter than in any other season, and the main building can be heated 


more economically and more satisfactorily than individual cottages. 


We, therefore, request the Honorable Joint Synod for authority 
to increase the capacity of our institution at an expense of about 
$50,000, to be secured from the sale of Christmas seals and private 
gifts, which will not interfere with the regular benevolences of Joint 
Synod, and that this project may be carried out as soon as the 
funds available will convince the Administration Board that this 
can be done without incurring indebtedness. 

Concerning our patients, we report as follows: 


Denominations Number of Patients Nursing Days 
35 7,503 
Protestant „ 34 4,593 
24 3.127 
15 2.464 
10 1.199 
7 631 
5 2.295 
Je wis | 3 371 
Greek Orthodox ng 2 22 
Con Z 1 154 
B ren of Christ 8 1 22 

197 31,024 


Concerning results of treatment, we report that 41 patients were 
transients (in institution less than one month); in the case of 
7 the disease was arrested, 11 were greatly improved, 52 showed 
some improvement, 13 showed no improvement, 30 died and 43 remain 
in the Sanatorium May 31, 1928. 


Christmas Seals 
Receipts for Season of Christmas 1928 $6,327 58 
Receipts for Season of Christmas 1927 6,583 85 


$12,911 43 


The receipts from this source flow into an Extension Fund in 
which we have on this date the sum of $5,080.00 which is to be used 
for improvements and expansion of all kinds. 

We cannot be too urgent in our desire to impress upon the pastors 
of Joint Synod, as well as the laity, that it is their sacred duty to 
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further the sales of Christmas seals. Many pastors merely permit 
them to be sold in their congregation while they should themselves 
diligently urge it. We should sell a minimum of $25,000 worth of 
seals each season. No one would have to sacrifice to produce that 
result. The pastors, by intelligent and earnest presentation of the 
matter to their people, can bring that to pass without infringing on 
any other financial activities of their parishes. 


Benevolence 


During the two years ending December 31, 1927, we expended 
for charity $21,187.78, while the appropriation of Synod for this 
period was $14,000.00. 

Religious Work 

Aside from ministering to the bodily welfare of our patients, 
their souls have not been forgotten. Rev. E. W. Schramm, who 
lives next door to the Sanatorium, has been in charge of most of the 
pastoral work. His salary is paid by Grace Church as per arrange- 
ment with Supt. Hein, who, on account of our new church building 
program, has devoted more time than usual to the affairs of Grace 
congregation. 

The Word has been preached regularly to those who could as- 
semble in the main assembly hall. In like manner, the Lord’s Supper 
has been administered and even Baptism to an aged patient. Private 
religious services and administration of the Sacraments to patients 


confined to their beds is given cheerfully whenever the opportunity 
permits. 


Budget 

In our last report to Synod we requested an appropriation of 
$7,500 per annum and Synod granted $7,000 per annum. Last Jan- 
uary, at the request of the Finance Committee of Joint Synod, we 
consented to a reduction of our appropriation to $6,000 per annum. 
The Administration Board recently asked us to reduce our application 
to $5,000. 

We wonder whether Joint Synod really wishes to rediice its 
benevolent work for tubercular patients by as much as. $4,000 for 
the next biennium. 

Elections 

The terms of the following directors will expire this year: Rev. 
F. A. Neumeister and H. H. Ochs. 

For the unexpired term now filled by Dr. C. C. Cade, a member 
must be chosen to serve until 1930. 

Rev. Nic. Frueh, being President of the Texas District, has 
resigned as a member of the Sanatorium Board since, according to a 
resolution of Joint Synod, it is not permissible for one man to hold 
membership in more than one board at the same time and, by virtue 
of the Presidency of the District, he is now a member of three 
boards. In case Joint Synod should desire acceptance of this resig- 
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nation, we request that someone be elected to serve in his place until 
1932. 

In conclusion, I dare say that I am sincerly happy and grateful 
to the Lord for His blessing of our institution and its labor. 

Grace Lutheran Sanatorium stands in good grace with the people 
of our city and surrounding territory; it enjoys the confidence and 
support of the medical fraternity as well as our municipal govern- 
ment. 

Joint Synod may well look with pride upon this institution and 
thank God for past blessings and pray Him to guide us in the 
future. However, optimism and prayer will not suffice but active 
interest, support and cooperation on the part of the pastors and 
laymen of Synod together with prayer will insure steady growth of the 
Sanatorium and bring temporal and spiritual comfort to many. 

H. H. Ocus, President. 


THE BOARD OF AIDS 


Your Board met three times in the office of the General Treasurer 
of Synod at Columbus during the past two years. The Executive 
Committee met twelve times during the same period. The General 
President and the General Treasurer also attended the majority of 
these meetings. 

Due to the liberal support and cooperation of the brethren the 
entire indebtedness of this Board was wiped out January 1, 1928. 

Because of ever changing conditions the Board asks all its 
beneficiaries to renew their application every two years. On April 
1, 1928, 79 beneficiaries were receiving aid through this Board. 
The annual allowance, based on the number of beneficiaries and 
amounts granted as per April 1, 1928, amounts to $21,114.00. New 
applications are being received during the entire year which may 
increase that figure by $2,000.00. 

During the past two years the Board was able to grant each 
beneficiary a special appropriation in the form of a Christmas check. 
This arrangement proved so highly satisfactory to the Board and the 
beneficiaries that we have adopted it as a permanent arrangement 
provided sufficient funds are received to justify this additional ex- 
penditure. In this way your Board is in a position to keep within 
the allowance made by Synod and also protect itself against an 
indebtedness should the receipts fall short of the appropriation. 

Your Board is especially pleased to report that in nearly every 
case it was able to grant the amount asked for in the application 
and in a number of cases to increase the amount. 

Teacher John Buschman resigned from the Board because of 
his removal to the state of Wisconsin. The General President ap- 
pointed Teacher Carl Bartz of Dayton, Ohio, in his place. 

The terms of Rev. C. H. Althoff (6 years), Mr. John Sheets 
(4 years), and Teacher Carl Bartz (4 years) expire at this time. 
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Since Synod adopted new rules from time to time affecting the 
administration of this Board, it became necessary to adjust the former 
statutes governing this Board. To comply with present conditions, 
therefore, the Board submits the following revised rules for your 
consideration : 


Rules Governing the Board of Aids 


1. All pastors, teachers, and their families shall be (on account of 
membership and service in Synod) entitled to consideration for support 
from this treasury. = 

2. The Board shall consist of seven members elected by Synod of 
which there shall be three pastors, two teachers, and two laymen. 
Their time of service shall be for six and four years respectively in 
such a way that at every regular convention of Synod an election 
or reelection shall take place. 

3. The Board shall organize by electing a Chairman, Secretary, 
and Executive Committee of three members. The latter is to take care 
of emergency cases, subject to the approval of the Board. The Board 
shall convene at least once a year in regular session. The expenses 
incurred thereby shall be paid from the appropriation. 

4. The purpose of this Board shall be to aid by word and deed 
disabled and superannuated pastors and teachers as well as their 
widows and orphans. 

5. It shall be the duty of the Board to distribute the synodical 
appropriation among the needy. 

6. a. In setting aside a certain sum for any person or 
family, the Board shall take into consideration only the need to be 
relieved. 

b. No support shall be granted to any pastor or teacher in 
active service, except in cases where applicant, on account of pro- 


‘longed sickness in the family, has been reduced to serious financial 


straits. 

7. It_shall not be expected that a brother in time of need, or 
that in case of death, a widow apply for aid directly to the Board. 
This shall be the duty of officers of the district within whose territory 
the applicant lives. 

8. The officers shall impart to the Board confidential and reliable 
information in which they set forth the intimate circumstances of 
pertinent cases of need. 

9. All new applications and renewals shall be duly signed by the 
applicant, local pastor, and president of district or chairman of 
conference. 

10. For its administrative functions the Board is responsible to 
Synod and shall report to said body at every regular meeting. 

The endowment fund for the Board of Aids amounted to 
$64,670.57 on July 1, 1928. 

Geo. S. SCHULTZ, Chairman. 


C. Voce, Secretary. 
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REPORTS OF THE BOARDS OF MISSIONS 


HOME MISSION AND CHURCH BUILDING BOARDS, 1928 


Since last Joint Synod the former officials have continued in 
office, namely: ,President, Dr. H. P. Dannecker; Vice-President, Dr. 
W. E. Schuétte; Third Member Executive Committee, Dr. H. J. 
Schuh; Secretary, the undersigned. Field Secretary Rev. E. F. W. 
Stellhorn served till the end of 1927. 


Two meetings of the Board and fifteen meetings of the Executive 
Committee were held. In the furmer the year’s work was outlined as 
far as possible, while in the latter details of the work and emergency 
cases were provided for. 


From latest reports available it appears that the Western Dis- 
trict is supporting 6 missionaries, the Eastern 13, the Northern 8, 
the English 8, the Minnesota 12, the Wisconsin 8, the Kansas- 
Nebraska 9, the Washington 16, the Texas 11, the California 10, the 
Canada 29, a total of 130, with six or seven vacancies. Communi- 
cants in these missions number 14,245, while some 2,300 were received 
the past year, averaging 16%, a very fair record. These 130 mis- 
sionaries serve 118 congregations and 16 mission stations in the U. S., 
and 82 congregations and 49 stations in Canada. In the latter coun- 
try some parishes comprise as many as 8 and 10 preaching points. 
During the biennium 11 missions became self-sustaining, 43 new ones 
were begun, and about 40 new ones are contemplated for the next two 
years, provided the means are at hand. 


Every district has one or more missions carried for a long span 
of years: some 18 date their beginning before 1910, 7 of these even 
before 1900, while a total of 49 were begun before 1920. The remedy 
would seem to be, wherever possible, to combine with others those of 
slow growth or no prospects, or even to drop a few. On the other 
hand there are instances of remarkable growth, where but little sup- 
port was needed, for example, in some of the larger cities, such as 
Detroit, and in Canada. 


At its last meeting the Board realized that its hopes of securing 
an addition of $10,000 of the synodical appropriation of $125,000, 
by a certain plan, making $130,000, on which its expenses were based, 
would not mature, and accordingly, to remain within the budget, made 
a horizontal cut of 10% on the appropriation of each district for 
1928. This has caused a standstill in the expansion of the work. The 
Canada District has asked for and obtained from the Administration 
Board a necessary addition of $2,500, so as not to cripple its work at 
this critical time, while other districts have either curtailed work or 
secured additional funds otherwise. 
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The high cost of living as well as the great opportunities present 
demand the expansion of the work, and the Board has therefore felt 
constrained to ask for an appropriation of $150,000 for each of the 
next two years. We hope sincerely that the synod will see its way 
clear to grant and raise this amount. “The Church must be planted.” 


After three years of labor under the present Board, Rev. E. F. 
W. Stellhorn tendered his resignation as Field Secretary, to take 
effect Dec. 31, 1927. Under the conditions, the Board, upon his urgent 
request, accepted the resignation, and has appointed no one to serve 


in his place, leaving it to Joint Synod to decide whether to continue 
the office or not. 


It is pleasing to report that the Women’s Missionary Conference, 
in its earnest desire to help the cause, has placed in our Church Build- 
ing Fund the sum of $18,000, with the promise of $2,000 more, to be 
known as the Parsonage Building Fund. This fund is to be loaned to 
missions for the erection or purchase of parsonages only, and thus re- 
duce the cost to synod. Our missions report 62 parsonages, thus leav- 
ing some 70 still unsupplied, and necessitating large outlays for rent in 
some cases. So far three missions have been so aided to the extent of 
$8,800, while some others have found it difficult to take advantage of 
the loan as the rules seem too stringent. A copy of these rules is 
attached hereto. Possibly they should be revised. 


Our Church Building Fund, with its capital of over $500,000, is 
one of the best aids to our work that we possess, and is helping over 
130 missions with non-interest bearing loans. It has no doubt made 
possible many a mission and while in some cases it has proved dif- 
ficult to secure the refund of the loan within a reasonable time, your 
Board has succeeded in securing in 1927 refunds of $66,000. Let, 
large as it is, this fund is far from sufficient for our farflung and 
growing mission work. Large sums are needed in the cities. Some 
18 applications are now on file, for the sum of $167,000, while others 
have since been received and still others are in prospect, which will 
bring the total now needed to over $200,000. At the present rate it 
will be three or four years until these requests tan be answered 
favorably, and it must be manifest to all that the work will be great- 
ly retarded, if not killed at some places if aid be not forthcoming at the 
propitious time. The Board has therefore requested an aim of 
$50,000 for each of the next two years, besides the refunds. 


Minutes and more detailed reports will be placed at the disposal 
of the Joint Synod Committee at the next meeting of synod, at which 


it is hoped that everything possible will be done to further this, the 
fundamental aim of the Church in its attempt to carry out the Lord’s 
commission: “Preach the Gospel to every creature.” 


THE Home Mission Boarp, by its 
Secretary, W. H. LEHMANN. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 
OF THE 
PARSONAGE. BUILDING FUND 


1. The General Treasurer shall keep a separate account of the 
Parsonage Building Fund as a part of the Church Building Fund of 
Synod. 

2. Money from this fund shall be loaned only to congregations 
drawing support from the Home Mission Board, and only for the 
purpose of building or purchasing parsonages. It shall be loaned 
without interest for five years. 

3. The congregation shall agree to make repayments of at least 
one tenth each year in quarterly or monthly payments for five years, 
the balance being due the sixth year. 

4. In case any amount be unpaid or overdue, it shall bear interest 
at the rate of six per cent per annum. 

5. Not over $3,500, preferably less, properly secured, shall be 
loaned to any one mission. 

6. The congregation itself shall furnish a reasonable amount to- 
ward the cost of the parsonage. 

7. The funds shall be loaned to those missions in need and with 
the best prospects of repaying, and shall be distributed as evenly as 
possible among the districts. 

8. Applications shall be made on the usual blanks and must have 
the approval of the district president. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS 
“Thou, Lord, hast made me glad through Thy Word.” Ps. 92:4. 


Though the Psalmist had ample occasion to see the distressing 
acts of men, he did not fail to see more clearly, the gracious deeds of 
God. This warmed his heart with gratitude and moved his lips to 
praise. 

Standing at the close of another biennium, filled with varied 
experiences, The Board of Foreign Missions and the Honorable Joint 
Synod with this Board, can well join the Psalmist in his thanks and 
praise to God, as the following report may serve to show. 


The Organisation of the Board 

In compliance with paragraph 2 of the constitution of this Board, 
adopted by Synod in 1914, the Board met on the 8th day of September, 
1926, to organize by electing its officers. Dr. E. Pfeiffer was elected 
President. Because of previous arrangements no other elections 
Since by an act of Synod the number of members composing the 
Board had been increased from five to seven, and since some vacancies 
occurred during the closing biennium, the following is at present 
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Buehring, Prof. Paul, elected in place of Dr. Pfeiffer 1930 
Redelfs, Rev. Lammert, elected in place of Rev. F. J. 


Rev. F. J. Mittermaier, finding it very difficult and expensive 
to attend the meetings of the Board, resigned and Rev. Lammert 
Redelfs was elected in his place. 

After the death of Dr. Pfeiffer, Prof. Paul Buehring was elected 
in his place, as member of the Board, and Dr. C. V. Sheatsley as 
President of the Board. 

The General Treasurer, Mr. Geo. L. Conrad, is also treasurer 
of the Board of Foreign Missions. He serves the same in an 
advisory capacity. 

Our Missionaries in the Field 

At Gudur, Nellore District, Rev. C. W. Oberdorfer and wife, Miss 
Marie Haueisen. 

At Nayudupet, Nellore District, Rev. C. Scriba and wife, Rev. 
A. W. Wilch. 

At Sulurpet, Nellore District, Rev. Geo. J. Schaefer and wife. 

At Venkatagiri, Nellore District, Rev. H. W. Mayer and wife 

At Tirupati, Chittoor District, Rev. E. S. Nicholson and wife. 

At Vellore, Miss Louette Koehn. 


M. Doermann and wife. 
B. Kantzer, M. D. and wife, Chicago, III. 
Meyer, Capital University. 
Nicholson and wife, Chesterton, Ind. 
. Milton H. Schramm, Capital University, Columbus, O. 
Carl D. Schwan and wife, Capital University, Drexel Apart- 


carried on more extensively, more intensively and more successfully 
than formerly. This is due, next to the Lord’s blessing, to the fact 
that our missionaries have acquired a fuller use of the vernacular, 
and that especially the younger Indian mission workers are taking 
hold of this work with zeal and skill. | 

On preaching tours a sort of “team work” is done; two or more 
catechists going together and continuing to instruct the newly 
baptized. 
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where inquirers are found, and where there are some iets thar meg 


of the India Conference have resorted to an expedient which may 
not find universal approval, seeing that in some respects it looks 
like shutting out the future for the sake of the present. They have 
taken the pupils of the higher grades in the High School and have, 
for the present, placed them with older teachers as assistants, thus 
giving those teachers opportunity to do evangelistic work. When 
the High School resumes its work, these students are to come back to 


schools, thus releasing some present teachers for evangelistic work. 

It is the conviction of the Board as well as of the ries 
on the field that at present our chief effort must be put forth in the 
field of evangelistic work. The field is indeed ripe unto 
as ean be seen from recent reports of our missionaries. Let us give 
this work our fervent prayers and heartiest support. 

The Schools or Educational work, has received no little attention. 
In the Lower Elementary Schools 128 teachers are employed in 106 
schools. In these schools are found 989 Christian pupils and 1,671 
non-Christian pupils. In the schools higher than the lower Elementary 
there were 402 Christian and 364 non-Christian pupils. The whole 
number of pupils reached through our school is 3,044. 


and the Middle Schools together, and removing the High School from 
Tirupati to some more suitable place. The expectation is to save 
teaching force, to get all Christian instructors, to remove the pupils, 
as far as possible, from non-Christian influences. This plan, has, after 
careful consideration, been approved by the Board. The Board has 
also adopted the following: RESOLVED, That the Board of Foreign 
Missions earnestly request the Hon. Joint Synod to give this plan its 
approval and to permit the returned missionaries, Rev. C. D. Schwan 
and Rev. C. M. Docrman permission to solicit, in a personal manner 
among the friends of missions, the funds necessary to carry out 
this proposed plan. 

The Boarding School for Boys at Puttur has been changed into 
an Orphans’ Home for Boys. It was not considered advisable to put 
often neglected orphan boys into the classes of much younger boys, 
found in the Boarding schools. The Boarding school for boys at 


Access has been gained among the Madigas, a class of outcasts 
which has stood aloof from us, owing to the fact that our converts 
so far have mostly come from the Malas, another class of outcasts. 
If there would be a sufficient number of capable and zealous cate 
chists on hand, so that a couple of them could be placed at all points 
Tirupati, live in the Boarding School Hostel, but attend the Gov- 
ernment Training School at Tirupati and thus be made teachers 
who are accredited by the Government but employed in our mission | 
According to a School plan, devised by the India Conference, 
an effort is to be made to consolidate the schools, higher than the 
fifth grade, putting the pupils of the present Higher Elementary 
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Tirupati and Nayadupet are operated as heretofore. The same is 
true of the Girls’ School at Gudur. Here a goodly number of pupils 
are orphans. The Lace School is still carried on at Gudur as 
formerly. 

A new educational venture has been undertaken by appointing 
Rev. C. Scriba Literary Missionary. He is expected to prepare and 
to publish reading matter for the Telugu homes. This work is still so 
young that little can be said about it. 

The Charitable Institutions have not been overlooked. The work 
in the Kodur Dispensary and at the Leper Asylum have been under 
the supervision of Rev. Schwan. A Christian Indian sub-assistant 
Surgeon has been appointed for the Dispensary and will very likely 
also take charge of the Leper Asylum. 

As already stated, better provision has been made for nearly 
one hundred orphan boys. These boys receive some training in manual 
labor. 
At Nayudupet Mrs. Rev. C. Scriba opened a Home for Old 
Widows. Mrs. Scriba is evidently well-suited for this place and 
work. 


The Work at Home 


Our finances show an undesirable deficit. This is not due to 
any special expenditures on the part of the Board. This Board has 
always kept within the limits of the Synodical appropriation. The 
deficit was caused by a marked reduction, during one year, in the 
offerings received by the Treasurer. While, indeed, the contributions 
have again increased, not enough money has been received to remove 
the entire deficit. This treasury has fortunately received some very 
encouraging aid. St. Mark’s Sunday-school, Butler, Pa., is paying the 
full salary of Rev. Oberdorfer, amounting to $1,400 a year, while 
Christ Congregation, Pittsburgh, Pa., pays the full salary of Rev. 
Schwan, amounting to $1,200 a year. With some more such generous 
lifts, this treasury could be freed from its deficit and could be 
kept out of debt. 


The “special aid“ which Synod directed the Board of Foreign 
Missions to seek among the “Special Friends“ of missions has been 
sought and very readily found. Some of these friends have furnished 
five Fords. These auxiliaries have increased the working capacity 
of our missionaries to such a degree that one man can do more than 
twice as much as formerly, and can do it with less exertion and 
injury to his health. One or two more Fords are needed. 

Other special friends have undertaken the support of catechists 
and teachers and village schools. There are still some donations on 
hand which were given for the purpose of building “Standard” school 
houses. This money will be used when the India Conference finds 
some strategic places for such school houses. 

The number of beneficiary pupils has grown to 406. This was 
an unexpected increase. In fact 50 boys and 10 girls were left 
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without patrons. When the situation became known, it took less than 


four months to find support for every pupil. Our people deserve 
commendation for such readiness to help. Two scholarships have been 


Renigunta. This building, delayed by the death of the first contractor, 
is being erected by another contractor. It is expected that the 


work 
The Kodaikanal property, bought as directed by Synod, is being 


been made. If the little ones at home are properly 

encouraged, they will be able to supply the little folks in the 

missionary families in India with the proper school facilities. 

In regard to new workers for India, it can be said that a number 

of inquiries have been received from young women who ask: “What 

our India mission for women?” “What preparation 
I should desire to be called to India?” 


do not have the number of workers which we need or 

which we might justly expect to have. Some of the young men seem 
be educated away from the work which they were expected to do. 
ith the High School education came a desire in some cases to be 


to 
better wages than a village teacher receives. The matters of dolla 
and cents could be remedied by adding from the mission 
what is lacking. This, however, would put the salary 
workers so far above the financial ability 


: 


Christians in our congregations that it would preclude the possibility 
of forming self-supporting congregations. To this is to be added the 
fact that since the close of the World War, the schools in India 
posed of 

first two 

elements usually virtually the 
be that 

recognition 

conducting their 

to teaching 

to teaching 


— | 
permanently endowed with $500 each. The one endowment comes from 
Baltimore and the other from Minnesota. 
The Women’s Missionary Conference has been able to send two 
remittances to India to meet two estimates on the Hospital at 
paid for by the Junior Mission Bands. It has taken some time to | 
get matters arranged for this work, but, nevertheless, a good be- 
Some Serious Problems 
Chief among the problems confronting the Board at present is 
the question about the Indian Schools. This matter is brought 
before us, in part, by the immediate need of more Indian helpers. 
While in the past a number of Indian boys have been educated by our 
1 
8 
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Telugu Literature, which is almost exclusively Hindu religion. To 
keep our schools truly nurseries of the Christian faith and life, it is 
considered necessary to make and keep them Mission Schools in the 
real and full sense of the word. This, however, requires a complete 
rearrangement of the present school plan. It will also require some 
new buildings to house the teachers and pupils as well as to furnish 
class rooms. 

Another school problem pertains to the children of the mission- 
aries who are to be educated at Kodaikanal. As the number of mis- 
sionaries’ children increases this question will need attention in the 
future. 

Both of these problems involve the expenditure of more than 


36,000, the sum to which Synod has limited the Board in erecting 


new buildings. The question now is: What can Synod advise the 
Board to do? This matter has already been brought to the attention 
of Synod in the form of a resolution touching the raising of funds by 
the Revs. Schwan and Doermann. 


Death claimed two sheaves of bearded grain and a tender flower. 
Before the year 1926, the year in which Synod met, had come to a 
close, Dr. E. Pfeiffer, the president of the Board from its beginning, 
was taken ill in Christ Church where he had attended an afternoon 
service. This occurred before the beginning of the Christmas recess. 
Just before Christmas his body was laid to rest until it shall hear the 
voice of Jesus on Resurrection morn. A suitable obituary has been 
added to the minutes of the Board. 

In 1927, while our missionaries were at Kodaikanal taking their 
Hill Vacation, Rev. Punitudu, one of the three Indian pastors, just as 
he was conducting a marriage service in the church at Nayudupet, 
was unexpectedly called by death. 

Soon after the family had returned to India from their furlough 
away in America, the youngest child of Rev. Oberdorfer was taken ill 
with diphtheria. She was taken to the Hospital at Vellore. The delay 
incident to transportation gave the disease such progress that serum 
treatment availed nothing. She was brought to Gudur a corpse. This 
little one is the Srst of cur Americans to be tute the 
India to await the resurrection. 


Visitations and Divine Protection 

On November 1, 1927, a tornado visited the eastern coast of 
India. In its destructive path lay Gudur. Though the buildings, 
especially the Church and Girls’ Dormitory, were greatly damaged, 
none of the pupils, missionaries, or helpers received any serious 
injury. 

Later on Cholera visited several cities in which we have mission 
stations. Here too, no one was called by death, 
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The Hermannsburg Situation 

As recorded on page 232 of the Joint Synod minutes of 1926, 
Synod adopted the points which the Board proposed as a reply to 
Hermannsburg, adding the words: “We express it as our conviction 
that the whole field in India should be retained.” Accordingly, the 
Board informed Hermannsburg, as well as the proper authorities in 
India and in England, of the action taken by Synod. Hermannsburg 
replied through Director Schomerus that it would continue to assert 
its claim to the India field. 

Wm. Paton, the secretary of the Committee in India which had 
this matter in hand, went to see Director Schomerus at Hermanns- 
burg but had to report that he was unsuccessful in bringing about 
a change of attitude. Through our India Conference the Board 
was informed that the Trustee Committee which had the matter of 
alien mission property in hand, had been discontinued and that 
further negotiations, if any, would naturally be between our Synod 
and Hermannsburg. Here the matter rests. The missionaries on 
furlough can give the Preliminary Committee and also the Honorable 
Synod further information, if it should be desired. 


The Budget for the Next Biennium 

As directed by the Hon. General President, the Board submitted 
its requests for financial aid from Synod to the Synodical Committee 
on Finances. 9 
proposal to Synod. 

Thus, when we consider the guiding and preteiling hand of God 
in our work of Foreign Missions, we have reason to say: “Thou, 
Lord, hast made me glad through Thy work.” 


C. V. Smearsizy, President. 
J. H. Scunerper, Secretary. 


COLORED MISSIONS 


For the first time in the history of our work we come before Joint 
Synod without lamenting the impossibility of securing the necessary 
workmen. After many years of patient waiting our prayers have 
been answered. The Lord opened the hearts of three young pastors, 
so that, instead of returning our calls, they responded: “Here am I, 
send me.” One former Home Missionary, Rev. H. B. Drum, ig at 
Mobile; a former Foreign Missionary, Rev. C. B. Hildebrand, is at 
Montgomery, and Rev. Leo Tecklenberg, from a rural Ohio parish, 
is at Baltimore. 

The results became evident at once. The year 1927 was the 
best in our history, with an accession of 84 confirmed members. This 
is already surpassed by our 1928 record with an increase of 123 
confirmed members in six months. The work at Mobile and Anniston 
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has been particularly encouraging. We submit our usual statistical 
report which gives further information and supplies all details. 


Our field remains the same. No new missions have been started 
since 1924, and none are contemplated. We consider it wiser to con- 
centrate in our. present field and work towards establishing self- 
supporting congregations as a nucleus for a future colored organi- 
zation, rather than to start a large number of puny missions, scattered 
everywhere and costing an immense sum to maintain. 


Whether we consider mission work as winning so many souls, or 
as planting the seed for a future self-sustaining church, our efforts 
will compare favorably with the results attained elsewhere in our 
synodical mission work. 


By securing these new pastors we have been enabled to drop 
some of the incompetent men, who had been kept in our employment 
only as a last resort. In the last 16 years we experimented with 13 
such characters, and of this number 12 failed to get us any per- 
manent members, or to do any other satisfactory work, and as soon 
as possible were dropped. We have learned how difficult it is to 
secure competent help and how worthless are the glib promises of 
those who apply for employment. So from this record it can be 
readily seen, that for the care of our missions we are compelled to 
fall back upon our white pastors, until we can educate for our work 
some of our confirmed colored youth, of whom we now have five 
studying at Columbus. 


At the present time we have some very active and interested 
men and women workers; but there still exists the tendency to take 
life easy, to do only enough to draw the salary and then rely upon 
talk, always making promises for the future and keeping up appear- 
ances, until our patience is often stretched to its limit. However, 
each year shows improvement as we try to get more energetic men. 
Right now we can use two additional white pastors. 


There has always seemed to be the impression in our midst, 
that this work involves terrible hardships and even dangerous risks, 
which is by no means the case. Although there is no glory or glamour 
attached to it, yet where there is a spirit of self-sacrifice and conse- 
cration, there will be found a fertile field for usefulness. If we 
can secure men of energy and resourcefulness, then our Synod and 
our church will honor themselves and take their places along with 
others in the prosecution of this much needed work and help in the 
task of making this country a Christian land. 


Ours is a field where there is not exactly ignorance of the Gospel, 
but where it has been so distorted that the result is presumption 
instead of a humble, living faith, and when we make converts, 
almost every one requires patient study and individual attention. 
Sometimes they come from wrong motives. Then there is usually not 
much of a foundation upon which to build. They have been accustomed 
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to deceit and trickery in church work, and the religious life as a rule 
has been very superficial. Nevertheless, they come to us because of 
dissatisfaction with what they have been receiving and desirous of 
something better, and we thus get the opportunity of showing what 
our church can do, when it presents the pure Gospel and teaches 
what a Christian life really involves. Some of our converts have 
been won outright from the world, after much patient and persistent 
toil, and a good proportion of our confirmed membership is the product 
of our mission schools. 


The hope for our church is in hard work and unwearied zeal in 
seeking the lost. We are sure that God’s blessing will attend con- 
secrated labor that is put forth in His name. The mission material 
is there, but it must be looked for and intelligently and tactfully 
handled when it is found. When there is careful and thorough in- 
struction in Lutheran doctrine and practice there is as much appre- 
ciation of the heritage of the Reformation as can be found anywhere, 
and even more than among some of our white congregations. Real 
ability will count in this as much as in any other field. 


In Mobile, which was the last remaining place where we needed 
property, we were enabled to purchase from the Roman Catholics a 
3 room frame school-house and several lots in a most desirable location 
on a main street, at the cost of $7,700.00. We have since been 
compelled to erect two additional rooms and have bought two more 
lots for future expansion. However, we still need a church building 
there and we hope this necessity will soon be supplied. 


We ask for an annual appropriation of $25,000.00 for current 


expenses, a reduction of $1,000.00, and a building fund of $10,000.00 - 


annually. 
The terms of Pres. Freseman and Mr. Gunkel expire at this 
meeting. 
CLAUDIUS FRESEMAN, President. 
CARL HEMMINGHAUS, Secretary. 
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MEXICAN MISSIONS 

The Board of Mexican Missions, appointed by the General 
President, Dr. C. C. Hein, met and organized in December, 1926, and 
took complete supervision of this phase of Joint Synod’s work, and 
herewith submits its first report. At its first meeting, the Board 
took cognizance of the work of the former committee, and by a 
unanimous vote commended the committee for its faithfulness and 
efficiency in handling the Mexican Mission work from its incipiency 
up until the assumption of the work by the present Board. 

Grateful recognition is hereby expressed for the encouragement 
received from the Women’s Missionary Conference by word and 


deed. 
Meetings 
Seven regular and four special meetings were held. 
| Present Standing 


Our efforts are at present concentrated at four places, viz: San 
Antonio, San Juan, El Capote and Campo Alto. The last three 
mentioned places are near the Mexican border. In all four places 
there is a harvest of souls to be gathered into the kingdom. 

Three workers are devoting their time exclusively to the Mission 
work, while three others are partially engaged as assistants. A word 
might be said about the three trained workers. Miss Irene Mellen- 
bruch has been rendering excellent service in supervising and conduct- 
ing work in the Rio Grande Valley. A native experienced teacher in 
the person of Senor Manuel Alanis has proven his efficiency and 
fidelity both as a parochial and a Sunday-school teacher. He and his 
wife are confirmed and loyal Lutherans. German Vasquez, who con- 
ducts day school, Sunday-school, and preaching services in San 
Antonio, is a dependable worker. During the Texas District meeting 
in May, 1928, in the presence of Dr. C. C. Hein, Mr. German Vasquez 
underwent a satisfactory colloquization. By order of the General 
President he was ordained to the office of the holy ministry by 
President Nic. Frueh, assisted by Dr. W. Steinmann and the Revs. 
J. C. Felger, F. A. Neumeister, E. G. Knaak and A. C. Flathmann, 
at Lavernia, Texas, June 24, 1928. 


According to plans, the $5,000.00 given by the Womens’ Mis- 
sionary Conference will be used in the near future for providing a 
much needed church in San Antonio. 


There is a combination church and school building at San Juan. 

The Board purchased a church building at El Capote. Two 
rented structures are being used at other places for day and Sunday- 
school work. Some time ago lots were procured at Edinburg, Texas, 
but due to lack of funds and workers, no buildings have been erected 
Many neglected, unchurched souls are to be won for Christ. 
Our workers in the Rio Grande Valley inform us that there are at 
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present numerous prospects for baptism. Sixty-six children and 
$ adults are receiving catechetical instruction and will probably be 
ready for confirmation in July, but as yet we have no pastor sufficiently 


conversant with the Spanish language to attend to this important 
matter. Even with the limited means and the few workers at our 
disposal, the fields total fifty-four confirmed Lutherans, with an 
average attendance of ninety-two souls at devotional services. Two 
hundred and twenty-six scholars are enrolled in the Sunday-schools. 


Prospects and Needs 


The services of Rev. Ell were terminated in July, 1927, when he 

severed his connection with our Synod in affiliating with the United 

Lutheran Church, without advising the Board of his intentions. 

Strenuous and continued efforts were made to secure Lutheran pastors 

who could fluently use the Spanish language, and several calls were 

extended without avail. Prospects, however, are bright in the enlist- 

| ment of native workers, three of whom are desirous of preparing 

N for the ministry. It is our earnest hope to secure an efficient staff of 
native workers. 

It was an encouragement and a pleasure for the Board, that 
Mrs. J. H. Kuhlman in January 1928, took the necessary time to 
investigate the Mexican work in the Rio Grande Valley, concerning 
which she furnished a splendid report for the Lutheran Standard, 
from which the following is quoted: “Wonders are done here with very 


J little equipment. The field seems to be most promising. I think this 
work should be brought to the attention of all our districts, and 
5 . ought to receive our earnest support. Here are splendid missionary 
“3 opportunities. Let us enter the open doors before it is too late.” 

Estimated Budget 

| SALARIES 

Man to be calldd 1.500 00 

$4,800 00 

RENT . 

8 San Antonio 1 $180 00 

̃˙ Ui... 120 00 

San to be called) 480 00 

$780 00 
Book and School Supplies — 

Church Supplies 80 00 

$330 00 
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Moving Expenses and estimated aN Ex- 
penses for members of Boũ ỹq2—z) 3300 00 


2 


$5,910 00 


Through the Stewardship Secretary, the Finance Committee of 
Joint Synod recommends that we accept an appropriation of $5,400.00. 
We deeply regret that such a reduction is necessary, and the Board 
will be compelled to carry on the work accordingly. 


Expiration of Term of Members 


The term of office for all members expires at this meeting. Joint 
Synod should elect two members for two years and two members 
for four years. 

Petitions 


1. The Board memorializes Joint Synod to make the rule 
regarding colored pastors applicable to Mexican pastors regarding 


membership in Synod (See Minutes of 1924 Joint Synod, page 179, 
Par. 3, Item 7) so as to read: 


Resolved, That for the time being, Mexican clergymen in 
the service of Joint Synod’s Board of Mexican Missions be con- 
sidered clerical members of the Synod without membership in any 
of the Districts; that their synodical membership automatically cease 
when for any reason their service to the Board ceases; and that 
ordination of Mexican candidates and installation of Mexican pastors 
be by order of Joint Synod’s General President. 

2. The President of the District strenuously complained of being 
overburdened with congregational and District affairs and he stated 
that the additional burdens focused upon him in the expanding 


Mexican Mission work were too onerous, whereupon the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted: 


Resolved, To petition Joint Synod to rescind that portion of 
its resolution which reads “that the President of the Texas District 
be chairman, ex officio, of that Board.” (See Joint Synod minutes 
1926, page 233, Section B-3 a.) 

If Synod acts favorably upon this petition, the President of 
the Texas District would be a member, ex officio, of the Board, but 
the latter would be privileged to elect its own chairman. This 
would be in accordance with the proposed constitution originally 
submitted. (See Joint Synod minutes 1926, page 75, Art. 3, which 
reads as follows: “The Board shall consist of five members, which 
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7 include the President of the Texas District as a member ex officio. 
The other members are to be elected by Joint Synod. At the first 

° election, two members are to be elected for two years, and two members 

2 for four years. Thereafter the term of office is to be four years. 

* Interim vacancies shall be filled by the Board, subject, however, to 

| the approval of the President of Joint Synod.” The constitution 
originally submitted to Joint Synod was ratified with this one ex- 
ception, which works a hardship upon the District President, and 

is not conducive to the best interest of the cause, wherefore we most 

+ : respectfully request this change, as outlined in this petition. Deeply 

: appreciative of the manifold blessings of God, and trusting in His 

1 guidance in the future prosecution of the Mexican Mission Work, 
we remain, 

1 Board of Mexican Missions, 

; Nic. Fruen, President. 

J. C. Secretary. 
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REPORT OF THE PUBLICATION BOARD 


Your Board on Publication Matters hereby submits its twenty- 
third biennial report. 


1. Organization and Officers 

The Board, as elected by the last convention of Synod, ret - 

November 9th, 1926, and organized by electing the Rev. C. W. Pflueger, 

chairman, the Rev. A. C. Schiff, secretary, and the chairman, the 

secretary, and Prof. C. F. Mayer, executive committee. Dr. J. 
Sheatsley was elected an advisory member of the Board. 


2. Week Day Religious Instruction 


A new committee on Week Day Religious Instruction was ap- 
pointed, consisting of Rev. A. H. Peffly, Rev. J. Doescher, and Teacher 
C. A. Bartz. The report of this committee, together with a report 
of the old committee is to be printed and given to the public. But 
up to this time the Board has been unable to secure action on the 
ĩ˙ 
time. 


3. Synodical Hand Book 


Rev. E. RR 
the revision of our hand book. 


4. Our Periedieale 


At the request of the Board, the Luther League for the last two 
years has sought to increase the circulation of our church papers. 
The League’s efforts have shown good results. In their 1927 campaign 
they secured 1,324 new subscribers to the Lutheran Standard and 
338 new subscribers to the Kirchenzeitung; in their 1928 campaign 
1,112 new subscribers to the Standard and 178 new subscribers to the 
Kirchenzeitung were secured. 

We urge a larger subscription list for our papers and a more loyal 
support of our Sunday-school literature. The Child’s Paper, a new 
periodical, is being favorably received. 


5. Appointments 

The death of Dr. Pfeiffer who so long and ably edited the Mis- 
sionary Department of the Standard left this position vacant. Rev. 
Harry Long was appointed to take charge of this department. Death 
also stopped the facile and willing pen of our beloved editor of the 
Child's Paper, Dr. Geo. Lose. The Rev. W. F. Wolfe was appointed 
to take his place as editor of the Child’s Paper. Dr. W. E. Schuette, 
Rev. P. Mackensen and Mrs. Mary Snyder were appointed the Joint 
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Synod Committee on Standardization of Sunday-school and Teacher 
Training Courses. 
ex 6. Statistical Year Book 

The resolution of Synod in 1924 was found to be a very ex- 
pensive proposition. The Board felt that under the circumstances 
Synod would concur with it in adopting a plan very much less 
expensive. We ask what the decision of Synod is relative to the 
future of the Statistical Year Book. 


7. Publications 


: If desired the manager of the Book Concern will submit a report 
on books published in the last biennium and on those in preparation. 


8. Elections 


Elections will be necessary of editors of Kirchenzeitung, Lutheran 
Standard, and Lutheran Youth; also of members of the Board to 
succeed Rev. C. W. Pflueger, Dr. H. J. Schuh, Mr. J. C. Overmeyer 
and Prof. F. C. Mayer, each to serve four years. 


Rev A. C. Scuirr, Secretary. 


Pr * 
4 
> 
| 
~ 


FINANCIAL REPORTS 81 


FINANCIAL REPORTS 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION 


The Board organized in September, following the last meeting 
of Synod, by electing Geo. C. Horst, president; Wm. L. Voeller, vice- 
president; Geo. L. Conrad, secretary. From its membership the 
Board elected an Executive Committee composed of Geo. C. Horst, 
Wm. L. Voeller, Robert E. Pfeiffer, and Dr. R. E. Golladay; Dr. C. C. 
Hein and Geo. L. Conrad, ex officio. 

During the past biennium the Board held eight regular and four 
special meetings and transacted much important business. 


The attention of Synod is especially directed to the following: 


. 1. Finance Committee 


The Board, empowered by a resolution of Synod to appoint a 
Finance Committee, chose the following: 

Dr. W. H. Lehmann, Fremont, O., Mr. Leo Reinartz, Middletown, 
O., and Mr. Otto Mayer, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Dr. C. C. Hein and Geo. 
L. Conrad, ex officio. Rev. Ralph Long of Pittsburgh, Pa, who was 
appointed Stewardship Secretary by the Finance Committee, assumed 
his office May 1, 1927, with headquarters in the Lutheran Book Concern 
building. Rev. Long is also an advisory member of the Finance 
Committee. 


2. Joint Synod Vestryman 


In accordance with a resolution of Joint Synod the Board took 
over the publication of the Joint Synod Vestryman. The management 
of the Vestryman was turned over to the Finance Committee, which, 
in turn, appointed Rev. Ralph Long, Stewardship Secretary, editor. 
The Vestryman, in addition to the good work it has done for the 
finances of Synod, is practically self-supporting. The Board of 
Administration would urge all of our pastors and vestrymen to 
subscribe for and read the Vestryman. 


3. Sale of Woodville Normal Properties 


The Board succeeded in disposing of all the residences through the 
W. C. Zuleger Company of Toledo, O. All efforts to sell the main 
building and the gymnasium met with no success. In view of the 
rundown condition of the main building, the refusal of one insurance 
company to insure it, and not even a remote possibility of ever selling 
it, the Board entered into a contract with Mr. John Frey of Toledo, 
O., to wreck this building. A contract was also made with the 
Zuleger Company of Toledo, O., for the platting of the campus 
and the sale of the lots. The net sale price of the entire property 
after deducting sale expenses is expected to be approximately $45,000. 
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Monies received so far from the sale of the above properties have been 
invested by the General Treasurer and the interest credited to the 
Institution Treasury. It remains for Synod to decide as to the 
final disposition of the principal. (See item 16 of this report.) 


4. Approval of Capital University Building Plans 

In a letter under date of June 24, 1927, the Board was asked 
by the Board of Capital University through President Mees to give 
its formal approval to the plans and specifications of the Music Hall, 
Girls’ Dormitory and the Power House which were presented to those 
members of the Administration Board, Dr. R. E. Golladay and W. L. 
Voeller, in session with the architects and the Building Committee 
during the convention of Synod in August of 1926. While personally 
satisfied with the plans and specifications, the aforesaid two members 
of the Board of Administration withheld approval thereof as they 
felt that they could not speak in an official way for the entire Board. 
In the meeting of August 8, 1927, the Board resolved to approve the 
plans and specifications, provided the cost would not exceed the amount 
appropriated by Synod, namely $450,000.00. (See Synodical minutes, 
page 215, II, 2, a.) 


5. Capital University-Bexley, O., Lease of Ground for Library 
Purposes 
Regarding this the Board passed the following resolution without 


assuming, however, the responsibility for the initiation or completion 
of the contract: 


“Resolved, that the Board approve of leasing 114 feet, more or 
less, on Main street, north of the Athletic field, by the Board of 
Capital University to the Village of Bexley for library purposes with 
the privilege after thirty years of purchasing the building to be 
erected.” 


6. Hope Church, Holmes County, Ohio, Disbands 
Hope Congregation, Benton, Holmes County, Ohio, having dis- 
banded, the church was sold and the proceeds amounting to $300.00 
turned over to the General Treasurer, who, according to law in such 
cases invested the money, pending a possible reorganization of the 
congregation within ten years, after which the principal will auto- 


matically revert to Synod, the interest to flow into the Church 
Building Fund. * 


7. Luther College, St. Paul, Minn., Real Estate Purchase 


The Board granted permission to the Board of Luther College, 
St. Paul, Minn., to purchase nine lots adjacent to the college grounds, 
provided the college Board would finance the proposition. 
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8. Regina College, Regina, Sask., Real Estate Purchase 

The Board also granted permission to the Board of Regina 
College, Regina, Sask., to purchase four acres of land near the 
present college grounds, provided the deal was financed through the 
Canada District. 


9. Hoelzel Property, Kansas City, Mo., Sold 


This property, willed in 1910 to Joint Synod by Wm. and Ernestine 
Hoelzel of Kansas City, was sold to the Missouri Pacific Railroad 
Company for $3,890. The net proceeds of the sale were turned over 
to the Church Building Fund for exclusive use in Kansas City. 


10. Bier Estate Settled 


The Rev. H. F. Bier legacy net consisting of $6,882.8 in cash, 
bonds amounting to $910.00 and some real estate in Tacoma, 
Washington, valued at approximately $1,300, was turned over to 
Synod during the past year by Rev. Wm. von Fischer, the adminis- 
trator. The money has been invested and the interest will flow into 
various treasuries. The bonds are practically valueless and produce 
no income. An effort is being made to dispose of the real estate 
which consists of a house and several acres of land on Puget Sound. 


11. Auditor’s Report 


Mr. Frank Osborn, who for a number of years has audited the 
General Treasurer’s books, submitted a report covering his audit 
of the books for the years 1926 and 1927. The Board noted with 
pleasure that Mr. Osborn had found everything in good order. Mr. 
Osborn stated that he had verified all postings, checks and vouchers; 
that he had reconciled the bank account with statement of banks; 
that all securities had been inspected and verified by letters from the 
various banks and building and loan companies. The reports also 
showed that the General Treasurer had handled approximately 
$2,000,000 and that legacies and annuity gifts had been increased by 
$56,626.03 during the biennium 1926-1927. 


Following is a list of the legacies and gifts received during the 
past two years 


Woodville .. 6,365 25 
400 00 
ͤ˙ 210 00 
̃ ¶ 100 00 
9,092 48 
Gerken 250 00 
— — 200 00 
ccc. 1,350 00 
270 00 
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Bouyack | 100 00 
N. N. 400 00 
N. N. 100 00 
Scharrer 500 00 
Krueger 100 00 
Schwartz | 1,000 00 
Hopp 100 00 
Williams 121 75 
Haller 100 00 
Jansen | 1,000 00 
750 00 
1 500 00 
Groschupf 50 00 
Kaufmann 100 00 
Obert . 500 00 
Helsel 1,000 00 
Hueper 100 00 
Mathes 100 00 
N. N. | 291 00 
N. N. 300 00 
Dittmer 1.000 00 
Priebe 200 00 
Eby 1,000 00 
Sabinske 100 00 
Baum 100 00 
L. H. S. C. 250 00 
Heffner 2.000 00 
Keller 652 50 
Aberdeen . 75 00 
Ostemann 300 00 
N. N. 550 00 
Pemberville, 0. 50 00 
Meyer 70 00 


12. General Treasurer, Ten Years’ Service 


The Board in its April, 1927, meeting took note of the fact 
that March 17, 1927, marked the tenth anniversary of the assumption 
of his office by the General Treasurer. In reviewing his-past services, 
the magnitude of the annual turnover of cash involved, and his success 
in keeping the endowment and funds invested, the Board expressed to 
him its deep appreciation of his faithfulness and industry. 


13. Synod’s Depositories 


As customary at the beginning of the biennium the Board after 
careful consideration designated the banks and building and loan 
companies which the General Treasurer should use as depositories 
for Synod’s monies. 


14. Synod’s Investments 


The Board also adopted a resolution instructing Attorney Robert 
Pfeiffer and General Treasurer Conrad to examine carefully all its 
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investments as to their safety, adequate return and marketability. A 
careful investigation showed that with the exception of some bonds 
inherited from another board and individuals all investments were 
thoroughly sound. 


15. Death of President Horst 


Geo. C. Horst, who for ten years was the president of the 
Board of Administration, died at his home in Columbus, O., in 
December, 1927. In the meeting of January 26, 1928, appropriate reso- 


lutions were adopted and ordered sent to the family and spread upon 
the minutes of the Board. 


16. Million Dollar Offering Overdraft 


The overdraft in the Million Dollar Offering Treasury due 
largely to the erection of the new college building at Regina, Sask., 
is $79,700.67. Unpaid pledges amounting to approximately $80,000, 
in the opinion of the General Treasurer, will never be collected on 
account of economic and other conditions. In view of this the Board 
respectfully requests permission of Synod to credit to the Million 
Dollar Offering account $40,000 (appropriation from this treasury 
and spent in Woodville for buildings) of money received from the 
sale of the Woodville Normal properties, and at the end of each 
biennium to apply on the Million Dollar Offering overdraft all 
credit balances in the various treasuries (except special funds) until 
the overdraft has been exhausted. 


17. Change of Name and Governing Rules and Regulations 


Inasmuch as the Board is of the conviction that for various 
reasons its name should be changed to the “Board of Trustees of the 
Ev. Luth. Joint Synod of Ohio and other States,” and, furthermore, 
inasmuch as some of the rules governing the Board have become 
obsolete, and, finally, inasmuch as Synod has not as yet adopted 
any rules relative to the Finance Committee and the Stewardship 
Secretary, the Board herewith petitions Joint Synod to make the 


suggested change in name and to adopt the attached rules and regu- 
lations. 


18. Services of Prof. L. Pflueger and Rev. A. Scheffler as Treasurer 


The Board of Administration desires to call attention to the 
services of Prof. L. Pflueger, Regina, Sask., as deputy treasurer 
of the Canada District. The Board recommends that by a vote of 
thanks Joint Synod give expression to its appreciation of a faithful 
service which has extended over a number of years and has been 
entirely gratuitous. 
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Likewise the Board would have this body take cognizance of 


the services of Rev. A. Scheffler of Medicine Hat, Alta, who for a 


number of years, as treasurer of the Board of Management of the 
Canada District, has proven himself to be a most painstaking, devoted 
and efficient servant of Synod. 


19. Lease of Part of Luther College Grounds 
The Board recommends that part of the Luther College grounds 


at St. Paul, Minn., be leased to St. Paul congregation of that city 


upon terms to be arranged by the Board. 


20. New Members to Be Elected 


The terms of the following members have expired and their suc- 
cessors should be elected at this meeting for four years: Dr. R. E. 
Golladay, G. C. Horst, Wm. L. Voeller. 


21. Personnel of the Board 


To enable the Board to expedite its business, the Executive Com- 
mittee should consist of members living in or near Columbus. For 
this reason the Board suggests that Synod take this into consideration 
when nominating candidates for membership on the Board. 


W. L. Vom, Acting President. 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
JOINT SYNOD OF OHIO AND OTHER STATES 


ARTICLE I—NAME 


The name of the Board shall be the Board of Trustees of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Joint Synod of Ohio and Other States. 


ARTICLE II—MEMBERSHIP 


The Board shall consist of the President of the Joint Synod, 
four laymen and two pastors. The term of office shall be four years. 
Every two years two lay members and one clerical member shall 
be elected by the Joint Synod at its biennial convention. Advisory 
members may be appointed by the Board. 


ARTICLE III—ORGANIZATION 


At the first meeting after each regular convention of the Joint 
Synod the Board shall organize by electing as chairman one of its 
lay members, and a secretary. | 
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ARTICLE IV—EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


The Chairman, the President of Joint Synod and two members to 
be appointed by the Board, shall constitute the Executive Committee. 


ARTICLE —V—MEETINGS 


The Board shall meet in regular session four times a year. 
chairman or any two members shall have authority to call 
meetings. Four members shall constitute a quorum. 


The 
extra 


ARTICLE VI—ADMINISTRATION FUND 


The Board of Trustees shall have at its disposal an Admin- 
istration Fund for the purpose of defraying the expenses of the Synod, 
such as the salaries of its officials, the office and traveling expenses 
of the officers of the Synod, the Board of Trustees, the Finance 
Committee and other committees of the Synod, attorney fees, conven- 
tion expenses, printing and the like. The Board shall submit its 
budget to the Finance Committee of the Joint Synod. 


ARTICLE VII—-POWERS AND DUTIES 


The powers and duties of the Board of Trustees shall be: 

1. To hold in charge all properties, both personal and real, 
owned by the Evangelical Lutheran Joint Synod of Ohio and Other 
States, or placed in trust with it, for use in any department of its 
work; to make safe and profitable investments of all funds entrusted 
to it; to distribute interest derived from such investments, as also 
the rent from real estate, among the treasuries of the Synod in 
accordance with the purposes stipulated respectively by the donors of 
the property han 


2. To acquire real estate, and to mortgage, sell or lease the 


same, or otherwise dispose of it; to negotiate loans; to purchase 
and sell stocks, notes, bonds and other securities; and to have full 
power to manage according to its best judgment and to the best 
possible advantage all property entrusted to it. In case of necessity 
the Board shall secure and defend the property rights of the Synod 
by process of law. 


3. The Board of Trustees or its Executive Committee shall have 
power to authorize the President of the Joint Synod to sign and 
acknowledge deeds, leases, mortgages, releases, and any other legal 
documents necessary to the work of the Synod. The English Secre- 
tary of the Joint Synod shall countersign legal documents, where 
necessary. The Power of Attorney is hereby given to the President 
of the Joint Synod. 

4. The Board of Trustees is authorized to investigate at any 
time the business records and investments of all institutions and 
boards of the Synod. No investment of synodical funds shall be 
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made by any Board of the Synod without the consent of the Board of 
Trustees or its duly appointed representatives. 


5. All unspecified bequests of $100.00 or more shall be invested as 
an endowment fund for the benefit of the treasuries of the Synod. 


6. In case of financial adversity the Board of Trustees in con- 
junction with the Finance Committee shall have power to decrease 
all special appropriations made by the Synod to the various boards. 


7. In case an emergency arises which calls for the expenditure 
of money not provided for in the appropriations of the Synod, the 
Board of Trustees shall examine the claims and, if deemed necessary, 
instruct the Finance Committee to publish the same to the Church, 
provide for the collection of the funds needed and authorize the 
General Treasurer to receive and disburse the funds raised. In case 
of dire necessity money for such emergencies may be borrowed by 
the Board of Trustees. 


8. No other Board of the Synod shall be permitted to erect a new 
building or purchase or sell or lease property without the permission 
of the Synod, or in case of emergency, the Board of Trustees. 


9. All plans and specifications for new buildings and extensive 
repairs shall be submitted by the respective boards of the Synod 
to the Board of Trustees for approval. Without such approval no 
Board of the Synod shall be permitted to erect new buildings or 
make extensive repairs. 


10. Neither the Board nor the individual members thereof shall 
be held financially liable for any losses that may occur, except in 
cases of inexcusable carelessness or actions of bad faith. 

11. The books of the Board shall be open for inspection to any 
member of the Synod, clerical or lay, at all times, 

12. Reports shall be submitted by the Board to the Synod at 
each regular session of the latter body. 


GENERAL TREASURER 

1. The General Treasurer of the Joint Synod shall be appointed 
by the Board of Trustees, which shall also determine the tenure 
of his office, fix his salary and place him under bond at the expense 
of said Synod. The amount of the bond is to be determined by the 
Board. 

2. He shall devote his entire time and energy to the duties of this 
office and be under the supervision of the Board of Trustees. 

3. He shall whenever requested serve as advisory member of 
the Board and of its Executive Committee. 

4. He shall receive all moneys contributed for the various 
treasuries of Synod, such as collections, personal gifts, bequests, and 
endowments, (excepting those legacies, endowments, etc., made 
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directly to the incorporated institutions) and shall be responsible for 
their safe keeping. He shall acknowledge the receipt of same to 
the donors by mail and give due credit in the church papers. 


5. After official notification by the English Secretary of the 
Synod of the various sums appropriated he shall disburse the moneys 
for regular current expenses to the various institution treasurers in 
equal monthly installments, and to the various Mission Boards and the 
Board of Aids as called for. 


All special appropriations for any other purpose shall be dis- 
bursed as directed by the Board of Trustees. 

For the disbursements of the Administration Fund he shall ac- 
count to the Board of Trustees. 


6. The books of the General Treasurer shall be open for inspec- 
tion at all times, and shall be audited annually by a certified public 
accountant appointed by the Board of Trustees. The General Treas- 
urer shall submit an annual report to the Board of Trustees, and a 
summary of the same shall be published in the church papers. 


7. The General Treasurer shall keep all moneys received in 
depositories designated by the Board of Trustees and shall be per- 
mitted to borrow from one synodical treasury for another at a fair 
rate of interest. 


8. The General Treasurer shall be empowered to close real 
estate deals and loans, and shall issue checks for the purchase of 
real estate and for loans upon mortgage security only on order of 
the Board of Trustees or its Executive Committee and after obtaining 
the opinion of the Board’s attorney approving the title or a policy of 
title insurance. 


9. The amount of money which the General Treasurer shall be 
authorized to borrow from banks and individuals shall be determined 
by the Board of Trustees. All notes given to individuals, as also all 
annuity notes, shall be countersigned by the President of the Joint 
Synod, and all other notes as directed by the Board of Trustees. 
A summary report of all loans shall be submitted by him to the 
Board of Trustees when called for. 


10. The General Treasurer shall send to each congregation a 
budget (in the sense of an aim) based on the per capita quota fixed 
by the Finance Committee. This budget is to represent the minimum 
sum required to raise the synodical appropriation. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE OF JOINT SYNOD 
1. The Finance Committee of the Joint Synod, consisting of four 
laymen and one pastor shall be appointed by the Board of Trustees, 
which shall determine the tenure of their office. The President of 
the Joint Synod and the General Treasurer are members ex officio. 
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2. The committee shall devise ways and means for raising the 
necessary funds for synodical work and endeavor to secure the 
cooperation of all pasters and congregations, and coordinate all 
financial energies of synod in the successful prosecution of its work, 
and exercise a general supervision over the finances of the Synod. 


3. The committee shall appoint a Stewardship Secretary to carry 
out its program. It shall determine the tenure of his office and fix his 
salary. 
4. It shall be the duty of the Finance Committee to authorize 
all special appeals and campaigns for funds, and no appeal or cam- 
paign in Synod or any of its districts shall be made except by 
approval of the Finance Committee, unless otherwise ordered by 
Synod. 

5. All the boards of Synod shall submit their budgets to the 
Finance Committee before the meeting of the Joint Synod not later 
than the date specified by the committee. 


6. After carefully reviewing the budgets submitted by the vari- 
ous boards the Finance Committee shall prepare the complete budget 
for the Joint Synod and submit it at its next convention. No other 
appropriations shall be made by the Synod without referring them 
to the committee for consideration. 


7. After the Joint Synod has made its appropriations the Finance 
Committee shall determine the per capita minimum quota for all 
districts which shall be the basis for the synodical budgets of the 
congregations. 

8. The Finance Committee is authorized to call to its aid the 
assistance of the various District Finance Committees to carry out its 
plans. 

9. In case of a surplus or a deficit in the budgeted treasuries of 
Synod, and the treasuries of its institutions and boards, the Finance 
Committee shall have the authority to make the necessary re-adjust- 
ments in the annual budget. 


STEWARDSHIP SECRETARY 


1. The Stewardship Secretary shall devote his entire time and 
energy to the duties of this office under the supervision of the 
Finance Committee of the Joint Synod. 


2. He shall, whenever requested, serve as an advisory member 
of the Finance Committee and the Board of Trustees. | 


8. He shall keep himself informed of the needs of the various 
treasuries, make these needs known to the church by publishing 
suitable notices in the church papers, by tracts, by correspondence, 
and by word of mouth at synods, conventions, conferences, and other 
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assemblies. He shall put forth special efforts, by personal solicitation 
and otherwise, to secure scholarships, endowments, annuities, etc. 
He shall concern himself about introducing the best financial system 
into congregations and be of help to pastors and people in furthering 
them in the grace of giving. 

4. He shall preach and teach the essentials and methods of 
Christian Stewardship wherever and whenever the opportunity is 
present. 


REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE 


October 28, 1926, the Finance Committee, authorized by Joint 
Synod, and consisting of Dr. Wm. H. Lehmann, Messrs. Otto Mayer 
and L. F. Reinartz, Dr. C. C. Hein and Mr. Geo. L. Conrad, met and 
elected Dr. Wm. H. Lehmann as chairman and L. F. Reinartz as secre- 
tary. Rev. Ralph H. Long was appointed as Stewardship Secretary. 


From the very start all members of the committee have taken 
a keen interest in trying to balance the finances of synod and have 
set themselves to the task of bringing this aim to fulfillment. 


Eight meetings have been held at which time plans were made 
for increasing the income and decreasing the expense. 


During this period attempts have been made to devise a more 
equitable quota system as it is evidently unfair to expect an equal 
average contribution from all congregations. It is nevertheless a 
difficult matter to adjust. 


The editing of the Vestryman has been taken over by Rev. Long. 
The subscription list now shows over 4,400 and the paper is self- 
supporting. This little paper is filling a long felt need, and is bring- 
ing the vestrymen in direct contact with the work of Synod. It is to be 
hoped that all pastors make full use of this instrument and that all 
vestrymen receive copies. 

A determined effort has been made to have Building Fund loans 
returned as soon as possible so others may use this money and the 
work of building be speeded up. 


In October, 1927, an offering of love to reduce synodical debt 
was requested. Most congregations responded liberally and quite a 
sum was realized. At the end of the year it was found that while the 
quota was not reached still the running expense of synod had been 
met, with a few thousand over to apply on debt. 

One of the outstanding conclusions reached by the Finance Com- 
mittee is that synod is not spending too much money, but that our 
congregations are not collecting enough money for synodical work. 
It will take the enthusiastic cooperation of all pastors and vestry- 
men to bring our collections up to the required amount, It is sur- 
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prising how small the individual load would be if every congregation 
would do its full duty. 


A very considerable time has been spent by the Finance Committee 
reviewing the budget requirements of our institutions. No hurried 
decisions have been made. Operating costs have been scrutinized. 
Your committee wishes to commend the almost universal cooperation 
they have received from boards of institutions in cutting down 
budgets to the limit to try to help bring the synodical figures on the 
right side of the ledger. 


Synod should be thankful that we have been able to secure the 
services of a Stewardship Secretary of the calibre of Rev. Long. He 
has labored intensely. His whole heart and soul have been thrown 
into the work. He has preached stewardship and the acceptance of 
our responsibilities the length and breadth of our land privately, in 
district meetings, in society meetings, and in the pulpit. He has been 
aggressive and shown splendid initiative in devising new methods of 
approach. 


He has shown clearly that you can secure returns by being willing 
to spend money. An organization such as the Joint Synod cannot 
operate on a shoestring. Business methods must be adopted and the 
necessary men must be secured to do the work in order to cover the 
field. It cannot be expected that this can be done by one individual. 


The Finance Committee has several recommendations to make to 
Synod: 


1. That we express our appreciation and thanks to God for the 
progress that has been made in balancing synodical accounts. 


2. That synod designate November of each year as Stewardship 
month. We recommend that church papers devote one issue to this 


work of the church and that all pastors stress the need for stoware- 
ship at this time. 


3. We recommend that an annual statement of finances be made 
by institutional treasuries to our committee. 

4. We recommend that synod authorize a bond issue to liquidate 
the deficit in the treasury. 

5. That Joint Synod change method of making budgets so as to 
take care of all regular work of Synod and to include all special 


appeals for funds for extra synodical activities not now carried by 
the regular budget. 7 


In closing we wish again to say that the stewardship secretary 
can do very little by himself to reduce our deficit. We need the whole 
hearted cooperation of the pastors and vestrymen of every congre- 
gation in synod. We do not believe in retrenchment as a permanent 
policy. We believe that as Christians we must optimistically take the 
field and aggressively wage a campaign for more funds while at the 
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same time doing everything in our power to manage our institutions 
as economically as possible. 


We need your interest in the larger work of the church. Progress 
has been made for which we all are thankful. More can and must be 
done. Let us all earnestly resolve to try our utmost to meet the 
$5.00 quota per communicant suggested for this biennium. The rank 
and file will respond if our leaders will present the need to them in a 
sympathetic and courageous manner. 


Respectfully submitted, 
L. F. REINARTZ, Secretary. 
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STATEMENT OF THE RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS OF 
THE INSTITUTION TREASURY (Including Administration) 


January 1, 1926—December 31, 1927 


Receipts 


Offerings and interest $390,829 04 
Refunds from various treasuries, prorated ; 
ex pense 19,653 88 
$410,482 89 
Disbursements 
Institut ions 
Capital University $99,105 00 
St. Paul 82,498 57 
Mars 31.035 00 
Hebron 42,416 64 
Melville and Regina 27,604 99 
Springfield 13,040 00 
San Antonio 14,999 92 
Richmond 27,300 00 
Petersburgh 27,831 96 
Melville Old Folks’ Home 3,000 00 
Spokane 3,700 00 
$372,532 08 
Administration— 
Salaries $17,484 17 
Clerical 4,499 95 
Auditor 784 75 
Office supplies and other 
expenses 825 88 
Telephone and telegrams 408 54 
Postage and express 967 23 
Bond (Conrad and Pflue- 
ger) 165 00 
Printing, church paper 
credits 846 69 
Christmas services 2,969 11 
Envelopes 1,201 70 
General 4,542 48 
Rent | 2,375 00 
Furniture and Fixtures 2,189 08 
Insurance 58 06 
Attorney's fee and taxes 37 16 
National Lutheran Coun- 
cil 3,023 73 
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Finance Committee ex- 
Publicity Committee 47 63 
Miscellaneous 785 79 


ere „% „% eee %% ͤ 


$43,300 66 

13,097 78 

82,774 52 
$511,705 04 


101,222 15 


Overdraft, December 31, 1927 


— 


CHURCH BUILDING FUND REPORT 


January 1, 1926—December 31, 1927 


Receipts 
Refunds ............ $77,652 64 
Interest on loans 5,272 84 
Rent 285 75 
Interest on legacies 1,002 84 
Offerings 41,813 53 
Special gifts 10,200 00 
$136,229 60 
Disbursements 

Overdraft, January 1, 1926................_ —s $8,949 21 
Stewart Ave., Carrick, fa 315,000 00 
St. Peter, Colgate, ade 5,000 00 
Takoma Park, Washington 

5,000 00 
Heffner lots, Columbus, 0 1,148 30 
Faith, Lakewood, 0 a 15,289 33 
Faith, Voungstown, 0 6,000 00 
St. Matth., Indianapolis, Ind 4,150 00 
First, Miltona, Minn 2,000 00 
Christ, Kansas City, Mao 15,500 00 
Compton, Calif., First ** 4,000 00 
Los Angeles, Calif., Messiah 8,000 00 
Pasadena, Calif., Christ 10,000 00 
Pomona, Calif., First 2,000 00 
Coeur D' Alene, Ida., Ft. 

600 00 
Lewiston, Ida., Trinity, 1,400 00 


— 
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Portland, Ore., Peace N 10,000 00 
Gary, Ind., Immanuel! 10,000 00 
Interest on borrowed moneys 4,023 35 
Running expense ns, 3,668 37 
Tax and Insurance N 415 91 
Miscellaneous | ea 207 72 
123,402 98 
$127,352 19 
Cash balance, January 1, 1928 ay 
BOARD OF AIDS 
January 1, 1926 to December 31, 1927 
Receipts 
Interest 6,796 23 
$50,603 67 
Disbursements 
Office expense, prorated. 806 76 
Interest on loans 1.113 21 
Overdraft, January 1, 1923s 7,675 77 
$48,572 75 
Balance, December 31, 19228 282.030 92 
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Arranged According to Districts 


“Money is not a primary consideration in the building up of the kingdom of God. It is, however, an index of the extent of men's loyalty.” 
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CAPITAL UNIVERSITY APPEAL 
January 1, 1925 to June 30, 1928 
Disbursements— 
Salaries and clerical .......................... $18,534 78 
722 00 
Postage 8,508 40 
76 16 
1.362 62 
. 2,914 96 
8,265 06 
1,228 23 
1,228 23 
1,258 54 
1,184 13 
590 54 
318 54 
227 80 
1.278 47 
To Treasurer Singer 520,435 00 
561,890 23 
Balance, June 80, 19e $3,648 80 
FUNDS AND LEGACIES 
From January 1, 1926 to December 31, 1927 
Receipts 
Balance on hand, Jan. 1, 1926... $238,208 52 
Interest carried over from 1925................ 2,452 60 
New legacies and annuity gifts 56,626 03 
Interest earned, 1926-1927ꝛ̃¶. 36,133 03 
$333,420 18 
Disbursements 
Forwarded to Capital University $4,000 00 
Interest distributed to various treasuries . 38,507 06 
$42,507 06 
Net balance as of December 31, 1927 $290,913 12 


Geo. L. Cox General Treasurer. 


Columbus, Ohio, Jan. 15, 1928. 
Audited and found correct, 


FRANK Osporn, Public Accountant. 
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CHURCH BUILDING FUND 


Canadian Board of Management 


Address and Name of 
Amaranth, Man., St. John's 4 51.106 49 


Ashorn, Man., St. John's 200 00 
Battleford, Faak. Realty 235 60 
Bergheim, Sask., Trinity 882 00 
Burstall, Sask., St. Paul 1,000 00 
Castor, Alta., St. John’s 350 00 
Central Butte, Sask., Trinity 250 50 
Coldelough, Man., Cross vt 3 421 75 
Dofoe, Sask., Emanuel | 2,560 00 
Eatonia, Sask., St. Paul 2,500 00 
Forestberg, Alta., Hope 282 50 
Fox Valley, Sask., Martin Luther N 3,225 00 
Galahad, Alta., St. 100 00 
Grahamdale, Man. „Hope and St. John . | 1,300 00 
Hatton, Sask., Good -Hoppbe . 600 00 
Hatton, Sask., New Kronsfelder | : . 416 85 
Haultain, Sask., D 357 16 
Herbert, Sask., St. Paull | sled 400 00 
Hilda, Alta., Bethlehem... Lad 418 76 
Killaley, Sask., St. John's 1.000 00 
Lanigan, Sask., Trinity * . 1.281 00 
Leader, Sask., Peace wee 350 00 
Lethbridge, Alta. Synod Prop 3,382 13 
Lipton, Sask., Zion | 2,000 00 
McLean, Sask., Peace 321 16 
Mendham, Sask., 150 00 
Moose Horn, Man., Peaee ee 200 00 
Moose Horn, Man., St. Paul ok | 1,268 00 
Moose Jaw, Sask., Redeemer | | | 2,323 50 
Morse, Sask., en | | 2,800 00 
Morris, Man., Cross 1.700 00 
Ottawa, Ont., St. JIùhnnn 2,000 00 
Rosthern, Sask., Trinity... 8 3,000 00 
Runnymede, Sask., Christ 2,500 00 
St. Boswells, Sask., Trinity | | | 900 00 
Vancouver, B. C., Christ 3,694 75 
Weyburn, Sask., Zion. | 2,500 52 
Winipes, Man., St. Paul.... 2,200 00 
Winnipeg, Man. Cross 8,670 00 
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CHURCH BUILDING FUND 
Canadian Board of Management 


January 1, 1926—December 31, 1927 7 
Receipts 
Cash on hand, December 31, 1925 , $1,954 06 
Interest re 1,097 61 
Rentals 429 30 
EE 51 33 
$24,455 80 
Disbursements 
Loans 
Travel Expense n 94 40 
IZ 9 45 
Sundries . 64 80 
$15,126 60 
Balance, December 31, 19277 $8,329 20 


AUGUST SCHEFFLER, Treasurer. 
January 31, 1928, audited and found correct. 
A. TROTMAN, Official Auditor, Province of Alberta. 


STEWARDSHIP SECRETARY 


Since this office was created at the last meeting of the Joint 
Synod, and the duties outlined, it is in place to give a brief report 
to the convention. | 

Preparation 

A number of things prompted your Secretary to make a pre- 
liminary study of the financial situation in Synod before beginning the 
work. The office was new among us so that there was no precedent 
to follow, no program outlined or path defined, no successes or failures 
by which to profit. Your Secretary was new, having had no training 
or preparation except that which his experience as a pastor gave him. 
The situation was somewhat critical. For six consecutive years 
the deficit constantly grew larger. Pessimism was prevalent. A cloud 
of gloom seemed to be settling down on the whole Synod. 

To undertake this task without preparation would be foolish. 
One question had to be answered before measures to correct the situ- 
ation could be introduced—that question was, “Why this deficit?” 
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If a correct diagnosis could be found, then the remedy could be 
determined. 


With this in view I'studied the records of the General Treasurer 
as found in the annual reports of the Auditor for a period of eight 
years. Comparisons were made with the statistics on membership 
over the same period of years. The record of congregational expense 
for these eight years was carefully-neted.. From these data and from 
the other observations the following conclusions were reached. 


First: The deficit is not due to a lack of resources. 


Our church membership could easily contribute the necessary 
amounts without hardship. True, a remarkable progress has been 
made in the last decade, but much of it went into special activities. 
This is sufficient evidence that we have not overtaxed our resources. 
To confirm this conclusion I have asked laymen in every district 
visited for an opinion on this matter. Not one has ever said that 
we are asking too much for our budget. Some have rather declared 
that synod is asking too little. 


Second: The deficit is caused in part by a lack of information. 
The average church member has only two general sources of infor- 
mation—our literature and our preachers. It is putting it very con- 
servatively to say that 70 per cent of our membership does not read 
any of our periodicals. Of our 170,000 communicants at least 120,000 
never see a Kirchenzeitung or Standard. 


How much information as to the work of Synod do these people 
get from the preachers? Evidently not as much as they should. 
Perhaps an announcement or two in connection with an offering 
which constitutes the whole of it. The lack of information among our 
people as to the important work of synod is a contributing cause of 
the deficit. That accounts in part for the fact that probably not 
more than 50 per cent of our membership really shares in raising the 
budget. 

Third: The deficit is due in part to a lack of plain teaching 
and preaching of stewardship. If our people are to practice faithful 
stewardship, they must have a knowledge of its true significance. 
To present it in general terms will not do. It must be taught and 
preached in a plain, pointed, and practical way. How much of 
has been done? ; 

Outside of Stein’s excellent book, “A Guide in Church Finance,” 
we have practically produced no literature on this subject. Had it 
not been for that book, our situation would be more desperate still. 
Our periodicals in the past have scarcely touched the subject, How 
much practical stewardship have our pastors taught? They have 
bought very few books on this subject from the Lutheran Book Con- 
cern, from which to gain information. It is commonly known that the 
subject of stewardship has not received much attention among us. 
This in part accounts for the fact that many of our well-to-do people 
are not as liberal as they should be. Covetousness is a common sin. 


* * 


* 
‘al 


* 
ow 


FINANCIAL REPORTS 109 


True stewardship is the antidote. This lack of plein preaching on 
Christian Stewardship is one of the causes of the deficit. 


Fourth: Poor methods are somewhat to blame for the deficit. 
For many years we have depended on offerings to raise the budget. 
A poor appeal, small attendance, inclement weather, all conspire to 
defeat this method. There are too many elements of uncertainty in 
this method to commend it. It is a significant fact that with the 
introduction of the Duplex weekly envelope in some of our congre- 
gations the income showed greater increase. The testimony of the 
majority of congregations adopting this method is that it far surpasses 
the old method. More and more our congregations are using it and 
meeting with success. 

Fifth: Lack of cooperation. 

In his message to the Joint Synod in Blue Island, Illinois, in 1920, 
the sainted Dr. Schuette urges better cooperation. That message 
was timely and very much in place. 

We are banded together into one great synod for the sake of 
fellowship and service. The service which we are to render requires 
that we stand shoulder to shoulder in one common effort. One of the 
reasons for the deficit is the lack of cooperation. If we all worked 
together, each doing the best he could, there would be a great improve- 
ment. It is discouraging to those who are doing their best to see 
others exercising a selfish independence and indifference with respect 
to the program of Synod. What we need now is the united effort 
and cooperation of every pastor and congregation in Synod. 

These are the conclusions which your Stewardship Secretary 
reached after a careful study of the records and an extensive survey 
of the field. They have determined the policy and have indicated the 
program which I have inaugurated. 


Activities 
My activities may be classified under four heads. 
First: Visiting the District Conventions. 


In 1927 I visited all our districts except those in Texas, California, 


and Washington. This year I shall visit all except Texas, California, 
and Canada. 


No matter what program is followed, it is necessary to have good 
will and cooperation. This can best be accomplished by personal 
contact and acquaintance. Considerable time is necessary to make the 
rounds and some expense is involved, yet there is no other way of 
reaching so many of the pastors in such a short time. 


My effort has been to stimulate the brethren to study the subject 
of Christian Stewardship in the light of Holy Scripture, and encourage 


them to teach it to their congregations. Everywhere our pastors have 


manifested a fine brotherly spirit and have displayed a deep interest 
in this our common task. The full fruit of this sowing will be found 
in the harvest that is to come. 
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Second: Spreading Information. 

The best possible method to disseminate information and impart 
instruction is by a personal message. This I have done as often as 
time and opportunity permitted. Since June 1927 I have given 107 
sermons, lectures, and addresses in the interest of Stewardship in 88 
places. 

Human limitations make it impossible to reach many people 
in this way. Only a very small fraction of our membership can be 
reached by personal presentation. 

As already indicated only a minor part of our people can be 
reached through our church papers. They have been used, however, 
in spreading information: A series of articles pertaining to the 
Every Member Canvass will soon appear in the Standard and Kirchen- 
zeitung. 

The only way left to reach the big majority of our people is 
through tracts for free distribution. The offering of Love was not 
planned merely for its financial results. It afforded an opportunity 
to broadcast information about synod’s whole program to all of our 
people. The results of that publicity have gone beyond the offering 

itself. 

For Christmas special tracts were prepared both for adults and 
children, and sent out to all our congregations. The same is true of 
Lent, Easter, Children’s Day, and Mission Festival. 

Envelopes for use in special offerings were sent out for Christmas, 
Easter, and Mission Festival. A questionnaire to determine the 
quantity and kind of literature and tracts was sent out in December. 
The answers serve as a guide now in distributing this literature. ä 

In this way I have sought to spread information and stimulate 
our people to give adequate support to all our enterprises. 


Third: Office Work. 
Some time must be spent in the office. There is correspondence 
* to answer, the Vestryman“ must be edited, tracts have to be written, 
records must be kept, orders have to be made out for the distribution 
of tracts ard envelopes. All this requires time. 

Since the Finance Committee of Synod has been entrusted with 
the review of the various budgets, that has added to my duties. All 
of them have to be studied carefully and prepared for the meeting of 
the committee. 


Fourth: Personal Solicitation. 

Until Easter of this year I made no personal solicitations with a 
a view to secure larger contributions. This is due to two things— 
last year our former Home Missions Field Secretary was in the 
field in this capacity, and I was largely unacquainted and inex- 
perienced. 

My plan is to build up a group of stewardship patrons among 
clergy and laity, who will not only contribute annually toward our 
_— work, but also become agents to help spread the doctrine 
of stewardship in their congregations. The agreement made with 
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| 
| 
the patrons, who are starting this movement, is that no one will be 
asked to pay until a total of $10,000 has been promised. It is under- 
stood that these contributions are to be over and above the support ; 
given to the local congregation for its own and synodical purposes. | 
The idea seems to be working out in a successful way, and I 4 
feel confident that the first $10,000 will be reached within this year. . 5 
The effort will not stop when that amount is reached, but is to continue. | 


Prospects 

There is a growing interest and increased liberality a 
throughout Synod. Better methods are being introduced right along. 
Stewardship is being taught and practiced more than ever before. 
Of the immediate results I need not speak, they are known. Proposals 
and recommendations of the Finance Committee will be brought 
before Synod. God's blessing is promised to the faithful. The future 
depends upon the measure of our faithfulness to God in all things 
and the proper cooperation of all our brethren. 


Ralrn H. Lone, Stewardship Secretary. 


Treasurers’ Reports | 
CAPITAL UNIVERSITY 
Treasurer e Report From June 1, 1926 to May 313, 1928 
Income 
Balance in Treasury June 1, 192 »....... $25,957 24 
192627 1927-28 
General Treasury 351,195 00 $42,958 00 
Seminary Treasury, 4,001 00 3,333 00 
Student 54,520 51 66,213 14 
Inter ett 27,453 67 29,126 88 
2,169 00 3,710 00 
292 80 295 58 
Summer School Accouznt 1,459 25 A 
Miscellaneous ane 1,073 65 2,681 81 
$141,267 47 $150,490 82 $291,758 29 | | 
$317, 715 53 
Expense 
$67,274 50 $73,385 75 
Administration 8,346 33 11,190 63 
Improvement 1,679 92 17,350 28 7 
General Expense 48,640 44 63,126 56 mi 
Total Expense _ $125,941 19 $165,053 22 $290,994 41 1 
Balance in Treasury June 1, 1923 826,721 12 
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Investments (Seminary and College) ... _ $504,840 16 


Unsecured Pledges (Productive)... 
Unsecured Pledges (Unproductive) 


13,560 00 


15,400 00 


Total Funds (Seminary and College) 
Respectfully submitted, 


$583,800 16 


S. A. Smncer, Treasurer Capital University. 


Audited June 1, 1928. 
C. F. MAYER, 


CARL ACKERMANN, 


Auditing Committee. 


ST. PAUL-LUTHER COLLEGE 


Treasurer’s Report from July 1, 1926 to June 7, 1928 


Receipts 
Balance in Treasury, July 1,1926.......... .. | $498 28 
1926-27 1927-28 
(11 Mos.) (12 Mos.) 
General Treasurer 337,078 60 $45,614 50 
5,000 00 1,600 00 
D 6,002 46 8,137 71 
726 18 1,219 27 
ae 14,774 73 101 30 
2,144 80 5,189 59 
Miscellaneous 743 53 670 42 ; 
Total Receipft?s 367,033 63 $63,018 79 $130,052 42 
Total Receipts including Balance - $130,550 70 
Expenditures 
Teaching 329,525 84 334,841 66 
F 13,714 24 3,032 72 
General Expenges 23,869 14 25,555 79 
Total Expenditures 367,109 22 $63,430 17 $130,539 39 
Balance June 1, 1928 n $11 31 
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Audited and found correct, June 13, 1928. 

C. H. 
H. ExNer, 

L. W. Morten, 


Auditing Committee. 


HEBRON COLLEGE AND ACADEMY 


Treasurer's Report From January 1, 1926 to June 1, 1928 


JANUARY 1, 1926 To JANUARY 1, 1927 


— 


4 
* 


Endowments ” — 
legacies, including Simen Lega er, 15,820 00 
Respectfully submitted, 3 
J. Conxus, Treasurer. 
Income 
General Treasury | 317,466 64 
Tuition ............. | 4.712 17 
Room Rent he | | 2,470 06 
Other Income 3,620 47 
Total Income 328,269 34 
. Disbursements 
Deficit | 3 $468 62 
General Expen 10,083 98 
Total Disbursements 1 328,632 57 
Deficit, January 1, 1922727277722 $363 23 ö 
* 
JANUARY 1, 1927 TO JANUARY 1, 1928 | 
Income 
General Treasury 20,945 76 
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Room Rent 1.928 70 
Other Income —2 2,820 74 


General Expense 7,717 48 


Dieficit, January 1, 1928 $456 27 


JANUARY 1, 1928 To JUNE 1, 1928 


Income 

General Treasury 4 eee $9,520 80 
Other Income 1,804 80 


˙ 10,178 15 
General Expenses — 4,595 53 


Respectfully submitted, 
M. PAYSEN, Treasurer. 


LUTHER COLLEGE, REGINA, SASK. 


Treasurer e Report—July 1, 1926 to June 30, 1927 


Receipts 
Balance on Hand ̃ 


Fees 8,806 22 
793 50 


: > 
ä—— — — — — 
Disbursements 
Deficit $3 
Disbursements 
| ) 
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— $456 27 
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Boarding Club 2,162 15 
879 39 


$25,876 49 


Salaries ........ $12,842 73 
Equipment 1,883 48 
General Expense ............. 11,019 94 


$25,746 15 


| JuLY 1, 1927 To June 30, 1928 


Balance on hand... $130 34 
12,560 00 
14,432 83 
1,957 91 
255 64 


$29,596 07 


$14,775 64 
Equipment and Remodeling 3,822 85 
10,994 36 


329,592 85 


Balance July 1, 1928 . 2 $3 22 
L. Treasurer. 
Audited and found correct June 30, 1928. 


Wma. WIRTH, 
JOHN FRITZ. 


ST. JOHN’S ACADEMY, PETERSBURG, W. VA. 


Treasurer Report, May 31, 1927 to May 31, 1928 


Balance on Hand Zist, 1927 
5,083 37 $18 33 
2,314 50 26 00 
Vocational 601 05 15 00 
General Treasurer 
Salaries 14,644 11 
Ref und to Prescurer.. —— — 1,000 00 
Insurance 
Telephone 


Expenditures 
Receipts 
Expenditures 
; 
Disburse- 
Receipts ments 
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48 75 1,105 92 
Water 169 50 
766 96 2,693 57 
School Activitie 1.261 70 1.386 30 


Hauling, Freight, Advertising, Traveling 11 00 243 38 


$24,199 06 $24,199 06 
L. L. Coor mam, Treas. 
Audited by 


ERNEST JOHANNESEN, 
D. L. Getz. 


WERNLE ORPHANS’ HOME, RICHMOND, INDIANA 


Treasurer’s Report January 1, 1926 to December 31, 1927 


Receipts 
January 1, 1927, Balance on Hand........_................ $923 31 
Received from Carl Duning, Fin. See 8 8 34,850 00 


Total Receipts including Balance, Jan. 1. 1927 336,778 31 


E 
Paid on Orders from Carl Duning, Fin. See 333,777 11 
Balance on hand December 31,1928... ne... 1,996 20 


$35,773 31 
Respectfully submitted, | 
LuTHER M. FEEcerR, Treasurer. 
Examined and approved June 26, 1928. 


Epcar C. HIRSCHFIELD, 
W. E. KLerroru. 


REPORT OF FINANCIAL SECRETARY WERNLE ORPHANS’ 


January 1, 1926 to December 31, 1927 


Receipts 
Balance on hand, January 1, 192 . $2,242 89 
Received from G. L. Conrad... .............. 27,875 00 
Received from A. L. Nicklas, Custodian .... 4,029 00 
x — 
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Received from C. D. Fischer, Housef und 3,365 68 

155 14 

Farm and Stock 1,748 31 

Disbursements 

To G. A. Cutter, Treasurer $14,100 00 

To Luther Feeger, Treasurer 19,750 00 

Bonds, Dickinson Trust Company e 4.908 34 

Million Dollar Fung 914 00 
Total Disbursements... $39,673 59 
Balance on hand, January 1, 1929 3 $166 88 


Audited and found correct June 26, 1928. 


EpGar C. HIRSCHFIELD, 
W. E. KLerrora. 


REPORT OF THE CUSTODIAN OF THE ENDOWMENT FUND 
OF WERNLE’S ORPHANS’ HOME 


June 303, 1926 to June 30, 1928 


I. ENDOWMENT FUND 


Receipts 
Amount in Fund June 30, 192 336,976 98 
Gifts received 3,539 95 
Total in Fung ĩ˙Ü 


Receipts : 


Balance on hand June 30, 1926 _ $2,652 13 

Interest collected... 4,675 16 
$7,327 29 

To C. . Duning, Fin. See f $6,680 00 

To Beck & Whitely, Bonding Agency .. 25 00 

To Dickinson Trust Co., int. accrued. 34 75 
. $587 54 
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Amount in fund $2,000 00 
Interest Account 

Interest collected n 5240 00 

Interest disbursed to 0. H. Duning, Fin. See 6 240 00 


Respectfully submitted, 
A. L. NICKLAS, Custodian. 
Audited and found correct June 26, 1928. 


Epcar C. HIRSCHFIELD, 
W. E. KLerrora. 


ST. JOHN’S MARS, PA., HOMES 


Treasurer: Report From January 1, 1926 to January 1, 1928 


JANUARY 1, 1926 To DECEMBER 31, 1926 


Receipts 
Balance on hand January T $1,250 74 
Boarding 2,171 20 
G. L. Conrad, General Treasurer n 15,847 50 
Personal Deposits... dad | 629 70 
Interest on Investment??? 634 93 
3,600 00 

Expenses 
Salaries $6,274 46 
Household * 5,786 20 
4,325 88 
Loans to Hospital Fund ä 9,115 54 
6,993 94 


Balance on Hand, December 31, 1926 $60 86 


JANUARY 1, 1927 To DECEMBER 31, 1927 


Balance on hand, N 1, 1927 r 560 86 
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G. L. Conrad, General Treasurer 14,020 76 
Personal Deposits . oe 

Interest on Investments o 
Donation to Endowment Fund 1 
Life Insurance 220 
Special from General Treasurer 4,500 
Payment towards funeral . 75 


2828 


888588888 


Ss 


Expenses 


6,446 77 
Repairs . 925 62 
Loans to Hospital Fund Nene 4,579 75 
G mm mã . 6,372 62 


Balance on hand, December 31, 192777 $438 48 
WALTER R. DEMMLER, Treasurer. 


ST. JOHN’S OLD FOLKS’ HOME AND HOSPITAL, 
SPRINGFIELD, MINN. 


January 1, 1926 to December 31, 1927 


Receipts 


$840 49 $1,827 17 
Hospital Department ....................... 6,349 45 9,929 27 
Geo. L. Conrad, Gen’! Treas 3,575 00 9,465 00 
Old Folks’ Homme „ 4,795 24 4,547 31 
1,248 73 474 63 
565 38 464 12 
Trust Money borrowed... | 4,765 00 4,945 77 
Miscellaneous 23 25 
Refund of Building Treas 
Collection at 25th anniversary, 


i 


‘ a 
— 
| 
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Salaries $6,382 40 

1926 1927 

ly 


120 Ev. LUTH. JT. SYNOD OF OHIO AND OTHER STATES 


2212 


Hardware and plumbin gn 3 745 09 
833 


— 

— 

E 

82 

— 
8882888888388 38 


Light and power 


Traveling expenses 


Miscellaneous 


$338 


— 
— 
a 


3333888 
88388888 
8 8 8 


Laundry equipment 


— 


ere eee ee ee 


eee eee eee eee eee e 


Weather strips ........... 
Frigidaire 


— 2 


„„ 


Soft water pump and pipin g * 
Electrical supplies 


Expenditures 
541 70 
12 
08 00 
49 97 
50 
50 00 
N Paid on new building 821 37 2,100 00 
ia Payment on elevator... 1,500 00 1,850 00 
T Reconstruction of basement and third floor n 4,387 55 
New roof on old building e 740 00 
. 178 91 
325,293 72 $29,571 38 


Audited: Jan. 17th 1927. 


P. J. Haupr 
J. F. Bauen 
W. S 
Audited: Jan. 2d, 1928. 
P. J. Haupt, 
W. STRiepz, 
P. DOEPKE. 
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN OLD FOLKS’ AND CHILDREN’S HOME 
Melville, Sask., Canada . 
Treasurer e Report for Year 1927 
Income 
1. Grant from Joint Synod for calendar 
$3,000 00 
2. Contributions from congregations and 
3. Entrance fees 1,000 00 
—ͤñʒ ˙ ͤ 366 20 
r A $4,896 51 
Expenses 
1. Maintenance of Mr. Zorn before Home 
opened and funds handled by your 
$126 20 
Furnishing and equipping Home 681 03 
Other Expense s 1.440 84 
Total Expense $2,969 69 
Balance in treasury at end of year 1927 $1,926 82 
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Summary 
Total Expense 192% 72 
Balance, December 31, 19 %/ꝗ⁰ꝗQʒ 681,827 17 
Total Income 192727 $81,668 27 
Balance, December 31, 1927ù/ũ 89 
2555 
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Other Assets 
i 1. Five notes at $200.00 each paid as entrance fees for 
2. Property in town of ‘Nokomis, Sask., transferred to 
Home in lieu of entrance fee of Mr. Koehnlechner a 1,500 00 
4 Respectfully submitted, 


JuLiIus Kamos, Treasurer. 


GRACE LUTHERAN SANATORIUM, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 
Treasurer s Report, January 1, 1926 to December 31, 1927 

Receipts 

Balance January 1, 1923ᷣã⸗ es $1,946 69 

8 Patients“ Dues and Miscellaneous Beds 81,860 05 

Interet — — 265 43 
Christmas Seals 13,540 72 

* 
...... $114,477 10 
Expenses 

Provisions and Supplies 334,585 37 
Drugs and Chemicals.................................0.... 1,364 70 
Repairs to Building, Furniture ‘ mike 4,425 37 
35,171 77 
= 4,280 45 
Insurance . 3 521 51 
Printing and Office Supplies 423 48 
Laundry 2,302 83 
New Equipment rr 6,096 41 
X-Ray Machine . 3,919 25 
Improvement of Ground .... 3,514 80 
Miscellaneous 8,731 13 
Expansion Fund eee er 8,500 00 
Balance December 31, 1927 1 588 23 


$114,477 10 
Audited and found correct March 27, 1928. 
H. R. Grosskopr, Accountant. 


— 
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HOME MISSION TREASURY 
January 1, 1926—December 31, 1927 
Receipts 
Interest, lemacies and funds... ... 6,505 27 
—— $235,151 11 
Disbursements 
Rev. A. O. Swinehart, allowance. ........ 1,120 0 
6,742 72 
District Expenses . 

Salaries Rent Travel Moving 
$0,507 49 $6,730 00 $78 51 S87 04 
Northern ............ 11,341 9 4,079 97 44 8 125 00 
eee 7,815 43 7,338 66 487 4 158 10 
Minnesota 16,178 01 6,410 08 207 50 477 1¹ 
Wisconsin ........... 12,423 47 1,801 88 227 63 160 00 
Kansas-Nebraska ... 11,408 73 7,356 33 1,424 49 578 77 
Washington ......... 18,516 81 3,584 05 1,676 47 742 26 
36,185 90 10,8 50 5,548 21 2,17 51 
1 11,558 71 5,011 24 2,152 & 366 10 
Californian 14,456 73 5,804 9 55 27 765 50 


FOREIGN MISSIONS TREASURY 


January 1, 1926—December 30, 1927 


Receipts 
Cash in Bank, January 1, 192%. 85 $2,197 87 
95,701 06 
Interest :—legacies and funds .. 1,749 98 
Disbursements 
Current expense $94,616 44 
Office expense, prorated. 2,853 76 


Interest, proratdgd 3,162 97 


5,108 02 
Geo. L. CONRAD, Treasurer. 


$99,648 86 


2 
4 
i] 
T 
{ 


$156,424 38S $68,105 51 $12,428 87 $5,582 30 $237,586 15 $200,250 78 

Deficit, December 31, OE 1 
of 
A 
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Rev. J. H. Schneider, salary... 4,800 00 
Miss Pernilla Hagen — 1.104 87 
Clyde Hildebrand 14 92 
W. C. 61 05 
Milton Schramm r 1,133 22 
2 00 
Alfred Marling 1 00 
C. W. Oberdorfer, salary ....................... 4,275 64 
J. G. Schaefer „ 322 60 
rr 212 16 
E. S. Nicholson, salary.............. ..................... 1,531 75 
Arthur Nicholson, sala rg 994 20 
Lutheran Book Conceen 36 23 
Postage 22 48 
733 31 
1,019 22 

$121,054 39 

Overdraft, December 31, 1927 $21,405 53 

Beneficiary Fund 

Overdraft, January 1, 1922 279 60 

23,922 32 

Cash balance, December 31, 192777. * 2 $3,002 98 

Geo. L. Conrad, Treasurer. 
‘ BOARD OF COLORED MISSIONS 


Treasurer's Report January 1, 1926 te December 313, 1927 


| Receipts 

General Treasurer 42,379 00 
2,886 96 


* 8 > A 
„ 
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Preachers’ Salaries 


Balance, January 1, 1928 


Audited and found correct. 


MEXICAN MISSION 


eee „„ „„ „% „„ 


125 
$17,428 32 
19,702 23 
8,079 39 
$45,209 94 
$174 16 


CHARLES S. AUSTIN, Treasurer. 
C. A. D. FRESEMAN. 


Treasurer's Report January 1, 1926 to December 31, 1927 


From G. Conrad ( Appropriation) 3 6,399 92 
Mexican Mission's (San Juan-San Ant.) 551 40 
From G. Conrad (Mexico Ford) | 65 71 
Women’s Missionary Conference 385 41 
Sinking Fund of Board... 703 31 
Loan 30 day Lockwood National Bank 355 00 
Peoples Church, San Juan (organ) 20 00 
Total Receipts _. $9,109 23 
Expenditures 
Rev. Albert Ell, Salary .............................. 31,200 00 
Miss Irene Mellenbruch, Salary eee 260 00 
Manuel Alanis, Salary... 095 00 
German Vasquez, Salary........................... 330 00 
Chapel Rent at San Antonio . 317 50 
Edinburgh Improvement Co. (lots) 532 75 
Travel Erpen ses 221 15 
Refund to Sinking Fund of Board 303 31 
Lockwood Nat’l Bank (30 day loan) .. | 357 08 
cen 2,181 87 
Transferred to Sinking Fund of Board 1,000 00 
Total Expenditures | $9,098 66 
Balance $10 57 


= 


— 


* 
Expenditures 
Teachers’ Salaries 3 | 
General Expenses 

Total Expenditures 
| 

| 

Receipts 

3 
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SINKING FUND oF BOARD. 


Receipts 
Mexican Mission Treasury $400 00 
Women’s Missionary Conference 5 5,000 00 
Mexican Mission Treasury ................. 25 1,000 00 
Total Receipts 725 $6,400 00 
Expenditures 
To Board of Mexican Missions. $400 00 


EDWIN G. KNAAK, 
Treasurer Board of Mexican Missions. 


Audited and found correct. 77 
Nic. FRUEH, 


W. W. LAU Ack. 


* 
* * 
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SYNODICAL BUDGET FOR 1929 AND 1830 


The Finance Committee of the Joint Synod having carefully 
reviewed all requests for appropriations by our various boards and 
agencies respectfully submits and recommends the following for the 


next biennium: 
Governing Principles 

In an earnest effort to reduce our present indebtedness in the 
next two years we recommend that Synod establish a minimum 
quota of Five Dollars ($5.00) per communicant. 

To accomplish this we further recommend that Synod forbid 
any public appeal or campaign for special funds during the next two 
years. 


We approve * recommend the following budget: 


Education 


CAPITAL UNIVERSITY 


Expenses 
Salaries of professors and instructors 378,950 00 
10,325 00 
General expense such as Janitor service, 
College Activities, Improvements, Sup- 
plies, Fuel, Electric Current, Insur- 
; 58,344 00 


Total Annual Expense....................................... $147,619 00 


28,000 00 
Seminary Treasur gn 3 . 4,000 00 
Total Annual Income... 3103,160 00 


— 


1 
* 
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Excess of Expense above Income $44,459 00 
Credit Balance as of August 31, 1929 7,859 00 
Annual Appropriation requesteell 836,600 00 
Monthly Appropriation 3,050 00 


For other requests not included W 
Capital University Board of Trustees. 


Respectf ully submitted, 


S. A. Storm, Treasurer Capital University. 
June 22, 1928. 


ST. PAUL-LUTHER COLLEGE 


Expenses 


Salaries of Professors and Instructors $28,300 00 


General Expense such as Janitor Service, 
Fuel, Improvements, Repairs, Taxes, 


Supplies, Insurance, ete __. 13,800 00 
Total Annual Expense... ss $44,400 00 

Estimated Income 

Estimated Income 

Annual Appropriation requested... $36,000 00 


General expenses such as Fuel, Janitor 
Service, Repairs, Supplies, Insurance, 


Water, Light, Telephone, etc... 11,000 00 
Total Annual Expens $30,750 00 
* 


“ 
J 
— 
J. Cox Treasurer. 
— — 
HEBRON COLLEGE AND ACADEMY 
— — — 
N 
— 
— 


General expenses such as Fuel, Labor, Jan- 
itor, Kitchen Help, Equipment, Insur- 


$26,400 00 


| 
| 


a 
ia 
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1 
Estimated Income 1 
Tuition $5,000 00 
eevee eee ere eee eer eee eee eee ee eee 4 
——ęç—ꝓE — — 
A. 
. 
Annual Appropriation Requested $22,800 00 eee. 
> 
M. PAYSEN, Treasurer. J 
— — — 
Expenses 
$16,250 00 ' 
r 10,150 00 
-—— 
— ͤ l 
Annual Appropriation reques tel 515,000 00 
L. Treasurer. 
— 
ST. JOHN’S ACADEMY, PETERSBURG, W. VA. 
—kꝛ ͤ—— 
Expenses 
General expenses such as Fuel, Light, Jan- 
—d.̃0 Ʒi 
Total Annual $17,460 00 
* 


* 
* 
— 


SPOKANE COLLEGE 
Subsidy for two $3,700 00 


STUDENT SERVICE 
For work among Lutheran students 


Charitable Institutions 


WERNLE ORPHANS” HOME, RICHMOND, IND 


Expenses 
10,400 00 
Estimated Income 
$1,050 00 
Interest on Endowment Fund..................... 2,300 00 
Interest on H. Roth Fund.......................... 120 00 7 
r 100 00 
Farm and Stock sales 1,000 00 
Annual Appropriation requesteeel 10,000 00 


CARL. H. DUNING, Financial Secretary. 


The Finance Committee recommends that the appro- 
9,000 00 


| 
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Estimated Income 
Tuition $5,000 00 
, Room Rents 2,500 00 
: Total Income | $7,500 00 
Annual Appropriation Requested $9,960 00 
L. L. Cooperriper, Treasurer. 
ee $2,000 00 
* i 4 . 
| 
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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN HOMES, MARS, PA. 


Expenses 
$7,150 00 
General expenses such as Fuel, Household, 
on 13,277 82 
New Boiler (1929 only)) 1,250 00 
Total Expenses E— 521,677 82 
Estimated Income 
ccc $2,500 00 
700 00 
nterest on Investment?xng2s 553 00 
terest on Note 725 00 
$6,478 00 
Appropriation requested 1929 r T $15,199 82 
Appropriation requested 1930. ees, 13,852 93 
The Finance Committee recommends that in 1929 the 


WALTER R. DEMMLER, Treasurer. 


The Finance Committee recommends that in 1930 the 


ST. JOHN’S OLD FOLKS’ HOME, SPRINGFIELD, MINN. 


General Expenses such as Groceries, Sup- 
plies, Fuel, Light and Power, Insurance, 


CC 12,807 00 
Estimated Income 
From Hospital $10,000 00 
From Old Folks’ Home............................... 2,000 00 


| 

5 


— 
4 
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Donations 500 00 
Appropriation requested for 192ò 999922 $7,807 00 
Appropriation requested for 1930 0 * 7,185 00 


WM. Von Fiscuer, Treasurer. 


The Finance Committee recommends that the annual 
7,200 00 


LUTHERAN OLD FOLKS’ AND CHILDREN’S HOME, 
MELVILLE, SASK. 


Expenses 

$1,400 00 
General Expenses such as Household, 

Fuel, Insurance, ebe 3,345 00 

Estimated Income 

rn 26 00 
Entrance Fees ........ . 500 00 

Annual Appropriation reques tek $3,659 00 

H. HONEBEIN, Secretary. 


The Finance Committee recommends that the annual 


GRACE LUTHERAN SANATORIUM, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 


Expenses 
Salaries and Wages $18,000 00 
Provisions and Supplies 18,000 00 
20,000 00 
Total Annual Expense es * ee $56,000 00 


—— 

, —— — — 
1 
— — ̃ä ſ—— 

* 

> 

! 

* 

— — 
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Estimated Income 
$41,000 00 
Zr 1.200 00 
r 7,800 00 
̃ ⅛ V ͤ— 350,000 00 
Annual Appropriation requestelllccc 6,000 00 
The Finance Committee recommends that the annual 
. 5,000 00 
Annual Appropriation requesteellkl $25,000 00 
MISSION BOARDS 
Board of Home Missions 
Requests by districts: | 
D 8,000 00 
D 15,000 00 
11,000 00 
Kansas-Nebrak ak 14,000 00 
12,500 00 
12,000 00 
$149,812 00 
Special Fund: 
$3,600 00 
r 500 00 
Missionaries Moving Expense 4,000 00 
900 00 
- $9,000 00 
Total Amount meeded $158,812 00 
The Executive Committee, in view of the urgency and importance 


of the work, requests that no less than $150,000.00 per year be 
provided for. 
W. H. Lenman, Secretary. 
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The Finance Committee recommends that the annual ap- 


4429 


propriation be 3 ͤ (T $140,000 00 

$143,500 00 
CHURCH BUILDING FUND 

Promised for 1928, not yet $65,000 00 

Less estimated receipts to December 1211 40,000 00 

$25,000 00 

Amount of additional applications on file and on hand. $121,000 00 

Additional probable applications, 1929-900. 50,000 00 

Income estimated : 

Probable refunds per year $15,000 00 

Probable contributions .......................... 27,000 00 

$42,000 00 
The Executive Committee requests an annual quota of 
BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
Expenses 
$5,042 33 
14,526 31 
1,392 33 
1,578 32 
Travelling nnn 2,136 64 
Special Building Budget 2,228 30 
Missionaries’ Salar ies 17,300 00 
Children’s Allowan ces 840 00 
Income Tax, Furlough travel, Training, 

Transportation to India................................. 2,400 00 
Admininstration ...... 3,330 00 

Annual Appropriation requestetttllk $58,049 80 

J. H. Secretary 
The Finance Committee recommends that the annual 
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BOARD OF COLORED MISSIONS 
EE $22,255 00 
Z 100 00 
ZA 650 00 
Beneficiary Education 1,000 00 
35 00 
$25,000 00 
In addition for building purposes La Pet. 10,000 00 
Annual Appropriation reques tel! $35,000 00 
MEXICAN MISSIONS 
School and church supplies 330 00 
cc 300 00 
Total annual expenses n $6,210 00 
Estimated income from the Mexican Missions 300 00 
Annual appropriation requestelllklkk 5,910 00 


“The Finance Committee recommends that the annual 


ADMINISTRATION FUND 


Printing: 


Envelopes, Synodical minutes, tracts, 
reports, forms, stationery and 
8,000 00 


— 
— 


> 

EpWIN G. KNAAK, Treasurer. | 
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Official Travel: 
Presidents’ meeting, District meetings, 
Committee meetings, etc... 2,500 00 
3,500 00 
500 00 
225 00 
400 00 
88 00 
200 00 
80 00 
500 00 
2,357 00 
$36,000 00 
DEBT LIQUIDATION 
The Finance Committee recommends an annual ap- 
propriation for interest... $15,000 00 
Total for debt liquidation $115,000 00 
RECAPITULATION 
Education: 
Capital Universityg $36,600 00 
St. Paul-Luther College 36,000 00 
Hebron College and Academy 22,800 00 
Luther D 15,000 00 
St. John’s Academy.................................. 9,960 00 
Spokane College 8,700 00 
Student Servieee 2,000 00 
$126,060 00 
Charitable Institutions : 
Wernle Orphans’ Homme 
St. John’s Lutheran Homes 
St. John’s Home, Springfield ............ 
Melville Home 
Grace 


J... 
„ 
** 
88 
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Missions : 
ZZ $143,500 00 
Church Building Fund......................... 50,000 00 
Foreign Missions 58,000 00 
Colored Missions |... 35,000 00 
Mexican Missions ss 5,400 00 
291,900 00 
Admimistrution 36,000 00 
¶ 115,000 00 
$633,760 00 
National Lutheran Council 
Administratioo n $3,466 44 
World Conference ee 950 00 


The Finance Committee recommends that this last item be raised 
by a special offering during the first half of October. 


— 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


REPORT OF OHIO REPRESENTATIVES ON JOINT 
MERGER COMMISSION 


At the December, 1926, meeting President Fandrey of the Iowa 
Synod presented the following series of statements, adopted by the 
Executive Committee of the Iowa Synod and explaining the said 
Synod’s reasons for desifing t rans of the word “inerrant” 
in the Confessional Article of the pro constitution so that instead 
of “the inspired and inerrant Word of God and the only source, etc.” 
this article would read “The Synod accepts all the Canonical books of 
the Old and New Testaments as the inspired Word of God and the 
only and inerrant source, norm and guide of faith and life.” 


ERKLAERUNG DES AUSSCHUSSES DER IOWA SYNODE 


1. Bei der Frage nach der Irrtumslosigkeit der Heiligen Schrift 
ist zu unterscheiden zwischen dem ueberlieferten Text und der ersten 
Niederschrift der Heiligen Schriften. Dass dem ersten nicht in allen 
Einzelheiten Irrtumslosigkeit zugeschrieben werden kann, wird all- 
gemein, auch von Missouri (z. B. Arndt, Does the Bible Contradict 
Itself? P. 9, 10), zugestanden. Die Abschreiber haben den ursprueng- 
lichen Text eben nicht voellig fehlerfrei abgeschrieben und uns ueber- 
liefert. Dagegen halten noch weite Kreise der lutherischen Kirche 
Amerikas daran fest, dass die urspruengliche Niederschrift in allem, 
auch in den nicht zum Heil gehoerigen Dingen, frei von jedem Irrtum 
gewesen ist. Sie folgern das entweder einfach aus ihrem Inspirations- 
begriff oder sie sind der Ueberzeugung, dass dies durch 2 Petri 1, 21; 
2 Tim. 3, 16 und Joh. 10, 35 gefordert oder doch gedeckt wird. 


2. Auch unsere Synode haelt daran fest, dass die urspruengliche 
Niederschrift der Heiligen Schriften in allen Punkten irrtumslos 
gewesen ist. Wir verbergen uns nicht, dass dieser Ueberzeugung 
manche Schwierigkeiten, besonders wenn es sich um die Harmoni- 
sierung verschiedener Berichte ein und desselben Vorgangs handelt, 
gegenueber stehen, glauben aber, dass diese “Unstimmigkeiten” sich 
bei treuer Arbeit, besonders bei sorgfaeltiger Beruecksichtigung der 
jeweiligen Intention des einzelnen Berichts, entweder jetzt oder spaeter 
loesen werden und jedenfalls da, wo sie sich in dieser Zeit nicht 
sollten loesen lassen, das Heils- und Glaubensinteresse nicht beruehren. 
Das ist die Ueberzeugung der Fakultaet unseres Seminars und das 
wird auch vom Lehrer der Dogmatik vorgetragen. 


3. Wenn wir nun trotzdem an Stelle des vorgeschlagenen Para- 
graphen ueber die Schrift die von uns einstimmig angenommene 
Aenderung wuenschen, so hat das allerlei Gruende. Zwei davon 


wurden bei der kurzen Verhandlung ueber diesen Punkt auf dem 
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Flur der Synode ausdruecklich ausgesprochen, andere wirkten, wie 
wir bestimmt wissen, unausgesprochen mit. Wir machen die wichtig- 
sten namhaft: 


a. Alle anderen lutherischen Synoden unseres Landes begnuegen 
sich in ihrer Konstitution mit dem einfachen Bekenntnis zur Schrift 
als dem Wort Gottes und der einzigen Quelle und Norm fuer Glauben 
und Leben. So lautet z. B. der Paragraph der Missourisynode: 
“Bedingungen, unter welchen der Anschluss an die Synode stattfinden 
und die Gemeinschaft mit derselben forttdauern kann: Nr. 1 Das 
Bekenntnis zu der Heiligen Schrift Alten und Neuen Testamentes als 
dem geschriebenen Wort Gottes und der einzigen Regel und Richt- 
schnur des Glaubens und Lebens.” Genau so bei Ohio in Artikel ii 
seiner Konstitution; Artikel iii geht weiter, heisst aber auch bloss: 
“Pfarrer wie Gemeinden, welche Glieder der Synode werden und in 
deren Gemeinschaft bleiben wollen, muessen ohne alle Ausnahme alle 
kanonischen Buecher des Alten und Neuen Testamentes, sowohl in 
ihrer Gesamtheit als in ihren einzelnen Teilen, als das von Gott selbst 
eingegebene und geoffenbarte Wort Gottes annehmen und sich diesem 
einigen, unfehlbaren Richter in allen Glaubens- und Lebensfragen 
unterwerfen.“ Darum ziehen auch wir, wo es sich um ein solches 
Bekenntnis handelt, es vor, uns mit einer inhaltlich einfacheren 
Form zu begnuegen. 

b. In unserer bisherigen Konstitution wird der Bekenntnis- 
paragraph als unveraenderlich bezeichnet. Soll darum die Trans- 
ferierung des Eigentums unserer Synode an den geplanten neuen 
Koerper in der Weise geschehen, dass sie vom Gesetz nicht angefochten 
werden kann, so sollte dieser Paragraph entweder unveraendert oder 
doch in einer solchen Weise in die neue Konstitution hinuebergehen, 
dass damit keine wesentliche Veraenderung, in diesem Falle keine 
Verengerung desselben gegeben ist. Die neue, vorgeschlagene Form 
kann als solche gefasst werden. | 

e. Die proponierte Form, zumal weil sie im Unterschied zur 
allgemeineren ersten Form angenommen wurde, scheint zu sehr Aus- 
druck einer ganz bestimmten, naemlich der rein mechanischen, In- 
spirationstheorie zu sein, wonach die Schrift einfach das Diktat 
des Heiligen Geistes ist. Obwohl wir es nun niemand in der Lutheri- 
schen Kirche verwehren wollen, dieser Theorie fuer seine eigene 
Person anzuhaengen, sind wir als Synode nicht geneigt, sie in einem 
Bekenntnisparagraphen der Konstitution festzulegen. 

d. Ein Bekenntnisparagraph hat immer doppelte Kraft: er 
schliesst ein und er schliesst aus, er richtet Kirchengemeinschaft 
auf mit dem einen und er hebt sie auf mit dem anderen. Er kann 
das nicht nur, sondern er muss das auch, seiner ganzen Natur nach. 
Wird die proponierte Form angenommen, dann kann nach dem Ver- 
staendnis derselben auf Seite vieler von uns der neue Koerper keine 
Kirchengemeinschaft haben mit solchen Pastoren und Laien, welche 
zwar voll und ganz auf dem Bekenntnis unserer Kirche stehen und 
in allem, was, direkt oder indirekt, zum Glauben und Leben gehoert, 
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die Schrift als die irrtumslose Quelle und Norm betrachten und 
sich ihr unterwerfen, im Einzelfall aber, auch inbezug auf die erste 
Niederschrift, in den nicht zum Glauben und Leben gehoerigen Dingen 
einen Irrtum meinen annehmen zu muessen. Solchen die Kirchen- 
gemeinschaft aber zu versagen, ist nach unserer Erkenntnis keine 
Forderung der Heiligen Schrift. 

e. Ganz abgesehen noch von diesen praktischen Folgen ist es, 
rein prinzipiell angesehen, nicht geraten, etwas zum Bekenntnis zu 
erheben, was die Schrift nicht direkt und unmissverstaendlich aussagt; 
und gewiss ist auch die Lehre ueber die Inspiration nicht nach einer 
vorgefassten Theorie zu bilden, sondern allein aus der Schrift selber 


aus der ganzen Weise, wie das Alte Testament im Neuen zitiert 
wird, wie aus einzelnen lehrhaften Aussagen unmissverstaendlich. 
Nicht ganz so sicher ist es, dass sich die in Betracht kommenden 
Aussagen der Schrift ueber ihre Irrtumslosigkeit auch auf die nicht 
zum Heil gehoerigen Dinge erstrecken. Wir selber bemuehen uns 
auch hier heiss um die Aufhellung dessen, was als Irrtum erscheint. 
Gelingt sie uns nicht auf einfache und natuerliche Weise, so hueten 
wir uns Kuenste anzuwenden, an denen die Geschichte der Har- 
monistik so reich ist. Wir scheuen uns aber an unserem Teil auch 
mit ganzem Ernst, das fuer uns annoch Unloesbare fuer einen Irrtum 
oder Widerspruch zu erklaeren; wir lassen die Schwierigkeit vielmehr 
einfach stehen, mag die Zukunft oder auch erst die Ewigkeit die 
Loesung bringen. Weil wir aber zugeben muessen, dass der Beweis 
fuer die Irrtumslosigkeit in diesen Dingen weder aus 2 Petri 1, 21; 
2 Tim. 3, 16; Joh. 10, 35 noch anderen Schriftstellen zwingend ist 
und man auf Grund davon ueber eine rein subjektive Gewissheit nicht 
hinauskommen kann, zumal der Zusammenhang in all diesen Stellen 
zunaechst auf das Lehr- und Glaubensgebiet weist, sind wir nicht 
gewillt und halten es nicht fuer geraten, dem die Kirchengemeinschaft 
aufzusagen, der sich mit gleicher Energie unter das Schriftwort 
beugt und doch zu anderer subjektiver Ueberzeugung kommt und 
darum ohne Gewissensverletzung im Einzelfall, besonders weil alle 
ueberlieferten Texte uebereinstimmen, in diesen nebensaechlichen 
Dingen einen Irrtum in der urspruenglichen Niederschrift meint an- 
nehmen zu muessen. 


Das sind die wichtigsten Gruende, welche nach der Erkenntnis 


des Ausschusses unsere Synode zu ihrem Beschluss bewogen hat. 


M. Rev, Sekretaer. 


By unanimous vote the second paragraph of these statements, 
after being amended, was adopted by the Commission : 

“Wir stimmen darin ueberein, dass die urspruengliche Nieder- 
schrift der Heiligen Schriften in allen Punkten irrtumslos gewesen ist. 
Wir verbergen uns nicht, dass dieser Ueberzeugung manche Schwierig- 
keiten gegenueber stehen; glauben aber, dass dieselben sich bei 


zu erheben. Dass die Heilige Schrift in allem, was sich auf Glaube 

and Leben bezieht, irrtumslose Quelle und Norm ist, das ergibt sich 
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treuer Arbeit unter goettlicher Leitung entweder jetzt oder spaeter 
loesen werden, und jedenfalls da, wo sie sich in dieser Zeit nicht 
sollten loesen lassen, das Heils- und Glaubensinteresse nicht be- 
ruehren.” 

It was also resolved that the representatives of both Synods (the 
Buffalo Synod was not represented at this session) hold separate 
meetings to consider the questions at issue and to report on their 
respective positions. 

The representatives of the Joint Synod submitted the following 
statement: 


Die Vertreter der Allgemeinen Ev. Luth. Synode von Ohio u. a. 8. 
haben die von den Vertretern der ehrw. Synode von Iowa bei der 
Versammlung der Joint Commission vorgelegte Antwort des Aus- 
schusses der ehrw. Iowa Synode auf die Frage, weshalb dieselbe eine 
Aenderung des vorgeschlagenen Bekenntnisparagraphen wuenscht, 
sorgfaeltig geprueft. 

1. Sie finden voellige Uebereinstimmung zwischen den Ver- 
tretern beider Synoden in den folgenden aus Punkt 2 der Antwort 
des Ausschusses genommenen und von der Joint Commission ange- 
nommenen Saetzen: “Wir stimmen darin ueberein, dass die ursprueng- 
liche Niederschrift der Heiligen Schriften in allen Punkten irrtumslos 
gewesen ist. Wir verbergen uns nicht, dass dieser Ueberzeugung 
manche Schwierigkeiten gegenueber stehen, glauben aber, dass die- 
selben sich bei treuer Arbeit unter goettlicher Leitung entweder 
jetzt oder spaeter loesen werden, und jedenfalls da, wo sie sich in 
dieser Zeit nicht sollten loesen lassen, das Heils- und Glaubensinteresse 
nicht beruehren.” 

2. Um so mehr bedauern sie, sagen zu muessen, dass sie die vom 
Ausschuss der ehrw. Iowa Synode fuer die von derselben vorge- 
schlagene Aenderung des Bekenntnisparagraphen angefuehrten 
Gruende nicht als genuegend anerkennen koennen. 

8. Dass sie meinen, darauf bestehen zu muessen, dass das Wort 
“inerrant” da stehen bleibe, wo es in der von der Joint Commission 
angenommenen Vorlage steht, hat seinen Grund einzig und allein in 
ihrer Ueberzeugung, die neuzubildende Synode solle und muesse ein 
kraeftiges und unmissverstaendliches Zeugnis ablegen gegenueber dem 
Modernismus und der sogenannten modernen positiven Theologie. 

4. Sie finden einen un vereinbaren Widerspruch zwischen der von 
dem Ausschuss der ehrw. Iowa Synode in Punkt 2 ihrer Antwort 
bekannten Stellung zur Heiligen Schrift und der in Punkt 3 ausge- 
sprochenen Ansicht, solchen die Kirchengemeinschaft nicht versagen 
zu duerfen, die in den nicht zum Glauben und Leben gehoerigen 
Dingen einen Irrtum auch in der ersten Niederschrift (der Heiligen 
Schriften) meinen annehmen zu muessen.“ 

5. Da ihnen die Umsetzung des Wortes inerrant“ unter gegen- 
waertigen Umstaenden ein Preisgeben der Wahrheit zu sein scheint, 
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und sie deshalb ihre Zustimmung nicht dazu geben koennen, so bitten 
sie hiemit die Brueder der ehrw. Iowa Synode, dieselbe zu ersuchen, 
den von ihr gefassten Beschluss bezueglich der Aenderung des Be- 
kenntnisparagraphen noch einmal ernstlich zu erwaegen. 


The representatives of the lowa Synod declared: 
“Wir wissen uns einig mit den Bruedern in Ohio 


1. In der Stellung zur Heiligen Schrift, wie sie in dér gemein- 
samen Erklaerung zum Ausdruck gekommen ist. 

2. In der Erkenntnis der Notwendigkeit des Zeugnisses gegen 
den Modernismus. 

3. In der Abweisung der Verpflichtung auf eine besondere 
Theorie in Bezug auf den Modus der Inspiration. 


Die Frage nach der praktischen Konsequenz dieser Stellung zur 
Schrift, ob naemlich Kirchengemeinschaft auch solchen zu versagen 
sei oder nicht, welche sich auf das Bekenntnis der Kirche stellen, 
und nachweislich in allem und jedem, was direkt und indirekt zum 
Glauben und Leben gehoert, die Schrift als die irrtumslose Quelle 
und Norm betrachten, und sich mit Selbstverstaendlichkeit ihr unter- 
werfen, im Einzelfall aber auf dem Gebiet des nicht zum Glauben 
und Leben Gehoerigen annoch meinen, einen Irrtum annehmen zu 
muessen, empfehlen wir zum Gegenstand weiterer Verhandlungen 
zwischen beiden Synoden auf Grund des Wortes Gottes zu machen. 


Fuehren diese Verhandlungen, wie wir hoffen und erflehen, zu 
einer Einigung der Kolloquenten, so empfehlen wir, dass die Arbeit 
dieser Kommission fortgesetzt werde.“ 

At the close of the discussion the representatives of the Iowa 
Synod requested those of the Joint Synod to confer on their suggestion 
that a special committee of representatives of both synods be appointed 
to take up the question mentioned in their statement. Later on the 
Ohio representatives submitted the following: 


“That we ask the representatives of the Iowa Synod to tiie 
our statement submitted this morning (December 9, 1926) to the 
Executive Committee of the Iowa Synod; 

“That we are ready to hold further meetings of this Commission 
at any time; 

“That we are willing to allow both synods augmentation of their 
representation on this Commission; provided, however, that the added 
members be non-voting.” 

At the second meeting, March 1, 1927, the representatives of the 
Iowa Synod informed the Commission that the representatives of the 
Iowa Synod had submitted the results of the December meeting to 
the Executive Committee of their Synod. President Fandrey presented 
the following statement adopted by the Executive Committes of the 
Iowa Synod: 

“1. Wenn unsere Synode bei ihrer Versammlung im August 1926 
die Versetzung des Wortes “irrtumslos” an zweiter Stelle einstimmig 
verlangt hat, so hatte sie dafuer Gruende. 
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2. Da mittlerweile die Vertreter beider Synoden, die sogen. Joint 
Commission, sich auf folgende Erklaerung geeinigt haben: “Wir 
stimmen darin ueberein, dass die urspruengliche Niederschrift der 
Heiligen Schriften in allen Punkten irrtumslos gewesen ist. Wir ver- 
bergen uns nicht, dass dieser Ueberzeugung manche Schwierigkeiten 
gegenueberstehen, glauben aber, dass dieselben sich bei treuer Arbeit 
unter goettlicher Leitung entweder jetzt oder spaeter loesen werden 
und jedenfalls da, wo sie sich in dieser Zeit nicht sollten loesen 
lassen, das Heil- und Glaubensinteresse nicht beruehren ;” 

Und da weiter die Erklaerung gegeben worden ist, “dass das 
Wort ‘irrtumslos’ an seiner urspruenglichen Stelle keine besondere 
Anschauung betreffs des Modus der Inspiration der Heiligen Schrift 
festlegen, sondern nur ein Zeugnis gegen den Modernismus unserer 
Tage sein wolle;” 3 

So empfiehlt der Ausschuss den Distrikten durch eine Beschluss- 
nahme das Wort “irrtumslos” an seine urspruengliche Stelle zurueck- 
zuversetzen.” 

Upon the assumption that the Iowa Synod would reconsider 
its former action and adopt the constitutional paragraph as originally 
submitted, the Commission proceeded to revise the proposed Con- 
stitution. A printed copy of these revisions has been mailed to our 
pastors. 


COMMISSION ON EVANGELIZATION 


Four regular meetings of the Commission on Evangelization have 
been held since the last biennial convention of our Joint Synod: one 
at Lakeside, Ohio, one at Pittsburgh, Pa., and two at Columbus, Ohio. 


At its meeting at Lakeside, Ohio, July 19, 1927, the Rev. Dr. 
C. V. Sheatsley, secretary of the Commission, tendered his resignation 
from that office, owing to insufficient time to devote to the work. The 
Commission resolved to employ a paid secretary at the rate of $200 
per year upon whom should devolve the duties both of editor and 
secretary, thereby relieving secretary, Rev. Dr. Sheatsley and editor, 
Rev. Mr. W. A. Poovey. The Rev. Mr. H. E. Koch, then of Benwood, 
W. Va., and now of Columbus, O., was employed as secretary-editor 
of the Commission and has functioned in that capacity since Novem- 
ber 14, 1927. : 

The personnel of the Commission has been unchanged since it» 
organization. Its members are the following: Revs. A. L. Burman, 
W. F. H. Kerl, W. A. Poovey, and Rev. Drs. W. E. Schuette and C. V. 
Sheatsley. Mr. George L. Conrad is acting treasurer. 


— — 


M. P. F. DOERMANN, 
A. H. DORNBIRER, 
C. C. HEIN, 
E. POPPEN, 
W. E. SCHUETTE. 
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At the Lakeside meeting the Commission resolved to publish a 
book suitable for use in adult catechetical work. Accordingly various 
pastors have been approached from time to time to submit sample 
copies of this proposed adult class manual. However, the publishing 
of this much needed manual has been held in abeyance until more 
manuscripts that are acceptable are at hand. The Commission will 
subsidize the publishing of such a book in the nearest future when 
feasible. 

To date the Commission has subsidized the publishing of the 
following books: “Way of Salvation,” by Gerberding, under the 
title of “Our Faith,” “Evangelism,” a handbook for workers, by Prof. 
Edward Pfeiffer, D. D., ‘A Knock at Your Door,” containing an 


_ evangelistic appeal to the unchurched, by Rev. Mr. W. E. Schramm, 


and a pamphlet by Rev. Mr. W. A. Poovey: “Organizing the Congre- 
gation for Winning Men.” 

Endeavoring to tabulate some statistics on adult accessions of 
the seasons of Easter and Pentecost, 1928, the secretary-editor, sent 
a circular letter to every active pastor in synod, containing a self- 
addressed post card whereon said statistics should appear. The pur- 
pose of this act was to provoke one another to greater efforts at 
soul-winning among adults. Very little cooperation was given in 
this matter by the great majority of brethren. To date of this report 
but 141 replies were received. This was thought to be too small a 
number from which to judge properly the actual amount of effort put 
forth among us in this kind of kingdom work. 


From time to time articles concerning the Commission’s work 
have appeared in our synodical publications, splendid cooperation 
having been given by each of the several editors. Twice at Capital 
University Seminary and once at St. Paul Theological Seminary was 
the work of the Commission set forth by a member thereof. At vari- 
ous district and local conferences the work has likewise been pre- 
sented. 


In consequence of a resolution of the twentieth committee on 
Evangelism of the English District, meeting at Detroit, Mich., October 
17-21, 1927 (see English District minutes p. 84) to the effect that the 
Commission in conjunction with the Faculty at Capital University 
outline a lay readers’ course and submit the same to synod for ap- 
proval, the following course is herewith presented: 


“Your committee would report: 


1. We understand the communication of the Commission on 
Evangelization to request that we formulate a course for the local 
training of lay workers. 

We would not deem it feasible to propose a definite curriculum 
inasmuch as local conditions vary considerably. 


2. However, for use in such training courses we propose a study 
of the following books under the heads here given: 
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(a) General—The Bible; catechism; hymnal; Kretzman’s Popular 
Commentary; Does the Bible Contradict Itself? by Arndt. 

(b) Manuals— Active Church Member, by Lenski; Loy’s Ser- 
mons; The Lord Thy Healer, and A Guide to the Study of the Bible, 
by J. Sheatsley; Adult Class Manual, by Anderson; Lessons in the 
Small Catechism, by Metzger; Bible Teaching, by Stump, and the 
Lutheran World Almanac. 


(e) Evangelistic—Evangelism, by Pfeiffer; While It is Day, by 
Kretzman; Scriptural Evangelism, by Rocke; Missionary Methods, 
by Mrs. C. Cronk; Training the Laity, by Wagner; Enjoying Church 
Work, by L. H. Schuh, and A Knock at Your Door, by W. E. 
Schramm. 


(d) Appreciative—Lovgren’s, Church History; History of the 
Joint Synod of Ohio, by C. V. Sheatsley; Lutherans in Colonial Days, 
by Wentz; Lutheran Landmarks and Pioneers, by Finck; Story of 
Lutheran Missions, by Elsie Singmaster; Story of the Church, by 
Charles Jacobs, and The Lutheran Church in American History, by 


Wentz. 
Respectfully submitted, 


J. DEL, 
PAUL 
C. V. SHEATSLEY.” 


The Commission publishes the following reply in answer to the 
request submitted by the Great Lakes Conference of the English 
District, “to ask Joint Synod to define the offices which a lay worker 
can perform, and also state the conditions and possibility of his 
ordination,” 

1. As to the offices which a lay worker can perform: 


A lay worker may perform all functions of the Church, except 
those properly coming under ordination. 


2. As to the possibility of a lay worker’s ordination: 


While we favor all forms of lay activity that properly come with- 
in the sphere of the work of the church, however, we would not 
recommend that any course leading to ordination, other than that al- 
ready established among. us, be inaugurated. 

Since Synod approved the Commission’s arrangement whereby 
the plate offering on the first Sunday after Epiphany should be de- 
voted to this cause, the Commission will continue to employ this meth- 
od in future. However, it would request all pastors and their respec- 
tive congregations to remember the work which the Commission has 
been created to foster and promote throughout synod and to do so by 
making evangelism the dominating thought for said first Sunday 
after Trinity and by contributing liberally to this cause on that day. 
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The Commission’s financial report is herewith appended: 
Beginning July 1, 1926 to June 30, 1928, — 


Receipts: Balance, July 1, 36346 42 
$1081 41 
Disbursements : 
Balance, June 30, 1928 .................. $463 62 


Report of Commission submitted: 


Henry E. Koch, Secretary. 
A. L. BurMan, President, 


COMMITTEE ON THE NEED OF MEN AND MONEY IN JOINT 
SYNOD 


Your committee begs leave to report as follows: 


After a careful study of all available data we would state most 
emphatically that, contrary to the impression which seems to prevail 
in some sections of Synod, there is no overproduction of candidates 
for the ministry in our Synod, but that the supply even under present 
unfavorable financial conditions is not sufficient to meet the demand. 


1. Available statistics show that no graduate from our sem- 
inaries in recent years, who desired to enter the ministry, has been 
left without a call. The largest number of candidates ever graduated 
by the seminaries of Synod was thirty-eight, and that in the present 
year 1928. Of these all who were ready to enter the active ministry 
had calls before the day of graduation except five, and these, too, 
received calls within a few weeks after graduation. In spite of this 
number of graduates many vacancies in the various districts of Synod 
and in our mission fields still remained and could not be filled. As 
long as this is the situation it certainly seems absurd to speak of an 
“over-production” of candidates for the ministry. 


2. It is a significant fact that the number of candidates supplied 
by our_seminaries has barely kept pace with the general growth of 
our synod. The following tables may throw some helpful light on 
this phase of the question. In order to equalize so far as possible the 
variation in the number of candidates from year to year, we present 
the figures for the last thirty years (1897-1926 incl.) in five year 
averages. Statistics show that our seminaries graduated in 
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1897-1901 one candidate per year for every 3757 communicants 
1902-1906 one candidate per year for every 7147 communicants 
1907-1911 one candidate per year for every 5713 communicants 
1912-1916 one candidate per year for every 6213 communicants 
1927-1921 one candidate per year for every 6573 communicants 
1922-1926 one candidate per year for every 6313 communicants 


The proportion of candidates to the total number of congregations 
and mission stations is indicated in the following table. We had 
available in 


1897-1901 one candidate per year for every 34 congregations 
1902-1906 one candidate per year for every 61 congregations 
1907-1911 one candidate per year for every 46 congregations 
1912-1916 one candidate per year for every 49 congregations 
1917-1921 one candidate per year for every 48 congregations 
1922-1926 one candidate per year for every 41 congregations 


It will be seen from these tables that at least for the last twenty 
years the proportion of candidate to congregation and to the com- 
municant membership of Synod has remained about the same. It is 
true, our seminaries have graduated more candidates in recent years, 
but no greater number than the growth of Synod normally required. 


3. There are three chief factors that create the demand for 
ministerial candidates in our synod, viz., deaths and resignations of 
pastors, division of existing parishes, and new openings in our Home, 
Foreign, and Negro mission work. Even if the supply should be 
more than sufficient to meet the demand created by the first two of 
these factors, can we speak of an “overproduction” as long as our 
various mission’ boards and committees find themselves seriously 
handicapped by the lack of suitable candidates to promote the work 
which we as a synod have committed to them? To say nothing of our 
boards of Foreign and Negro missions at this time, both of which could 
easily place several additional candidates in their respective fields 
each year if the funds were available, are not Home Mission commit- 
tees of all our districts forced again and again to refuse the most 
urgent calls and to pass by the most promising opportunities to open 
new missions, simply because the necessary funds are lacking? An in- 
formal inquiry into but three or four typical localities in the eastern, 
middle western, and far western sections of our synod shows that in 
these localities alone from twelve to fifteen men could be placed at 
once if we had the necessary funds. Dare we speak, then, of an 
“overproduction” of candidates with these opportunities and the 
divine obligation resting upon us to “preach the Gospel to every 
creature’’? 


What Joint Synod needs is not a reduction of the number of can- 


didates from our seminaries, but a material increase in contributions 
for the support of our mission work. Let us continue to pray the 
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Lord to give us more laborers for the harvest, but let us also pray Him 
to make us more willing to furnish the means to send them into the 
great harvest field. 

THEO. BUEHRING 


P. H. BUBHRING 


COMMITTEE ON SCHOOL FOR PARISH WORKERS 


Your Committee, appointed to furnish recommendations on the 
establishment of a school for parish workers, begs leave to submit the 
following: 

After careful and prayerful consideration and in view of the 
general trend of Lutheran intersynodical development, to avoid un- 
necessary duplication and, whenever possible, to enter into fuller co- 
operation with one another, we recommend: 

I. That we endorse the work of the two existing Lutheran Bible 
Schools in the Middlewest, the Chicago Lutheran Bible School and 
the Lutheran Bible Institute of St. Paul; that we encourage them and 
cooperate with them in the preparation of Christian workers. We 
submit the following reasons: 


1. These schools are thoroughly established institutions, with 
excellent equipment and complete faculties, offering, in the main, those 
courses needed to prepare Christian workers, located in cities which, 
because of their cosmopolitan character and large number of Luther- 
an congregations, as well as of organized Inner Mission work, offer 
every facility for a large and varied amount of the kind of “labora- 
tory” work for which students in these schools must have daily op- 


portunity. 


2. To our knowledge, the Chicago Lutheran Bible School already 
has on its Board of Directors two members of our Wisconsin Dis- 


trict and on its faculty one member of the same District. 


3. Furthermore, these schools have on their boards and fac- 
ulties a goodly number of members from synods with whom we are 
now cooperating, or with whom we are seeking cooperation. 

II. A. We recommend further that, in case your Honorable 
Body feels that distances are too great to meet the needs of the more 
eastern parts of our Synod, such a Lutheran Bible School be organized 
in Columbus, with the Evangelistic Center as headquarters, with both 
the Evangelistic Center and our churches as its bases of operation. 


We make this recommendation though we were advised to aim to 
have the instructions given at Capital University. The following 
are our reasons: 

(a) The very nature of the school and its purpose demand that 
the very heart and spirit shall not be academic, but practical, and the 
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very instructions and theories shall grow out of every day practice 
and experience. The courses given shall, in a large degree, be 
“laboratory” work. | 

(b) Few of the courses at Capital University, either College or 
Seminary, are organized or especially suited for such Christian lay 
workers as this school must aim to prepare. : 

(c) Other courses would have to be organized. If the present 
faculty members were asked to teach these courses they would have 
to be relieved of other work and additional teaching force be sup- 
plied to take up what they dropped. 


(d) The teachers are to be men who are carrying on the very 
work for which these workers are being prepared, men under whose 
direction the “laboratory” work, congregational and every form of 
missions, might be carried on. (In special lectures, officers of Synod 
could present their particular phase of church work to these students.) 


B. Organization. 

We recommend that the school be established on the following 
basis: 

1. That our Columbus Inner Mission Society be requested to 
sponsor this work and to elect a board of five members, three for 


two years and two for one year, and thereafter for a term of two 
years as their terms expire. 


2. That the superintendent of this society, the Rev. Charles 
Pflueger, together with a committee to be appointed by the General 
President, take the necessary steps to outline the courses, determine 
requirements for graduation and tuition to be paid, arrange the 
schedule, and secure the teachers. (When thus fully established, the 
future direction of the school shall be in the hands of the Dean and 
board members, on the same general plan as Synod’s other education- 
al institutions.) 

8. That the 8 of the Columbus Inner Mission 


Society, the Rev. Charles Pflueger, be the Dean of the school for the 
first year of its operation. 


4. That courses along the following lines be organized: Bible 
Study, Sunday School Work and Organization, Week-day Religious 
Instruction, Vacation Bible School, Missions, Congregational Work 
(including visitation, lay-preaching, etc.), Office Work (stenography, 
typewriting, etc.), Music, especially organ and church music. We 
wish to emphasize the latter because in this way many congregations, 
now paying for an organist’s services, but unable to pay an additional 
worker, could employ an organist and parish worker in one, full time. 

5. That, as far as possible, by definite arrangements, courses 
given at Capital University, helpful in the preparation of parish 
workers along any of the above lines, be open to them. 
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6. That this school, as all others, be under the supervision of the 
Board of Education. 

We recommend that, as a rule, a high school certificate, or its 
equivalent, be necessary for enrollment, together with a recommenda- 
tion of the applicant’s pastor as to the fitness and sincerity of the 
applicant. Occasional exception on entrance requirements may be 
made at the discretion of the faculty. 

Upon satisfactory completion of the prescribed course, a cer- 
tificate of graduation shall be given the graduate. 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Committee, 
Paul J. MACKENSEN 
CHARLES H. EISENBACH 
LEONARD O. BURRY 
Pittsburgh, Pa., 
July 12, 1928. 


INNER MISSION COMMISSION 


In its 1926 convention, Joint Synod authorized President Hein 
to appoint a Commission on Inner Missions, to consist of five members, 
three to be clerical and two, lay. 

In October, 1926, President Hein appointed the following men 
to serve on this Commission: Dr. E. Pfeiffer, Rev. Harry P. Long, 
Rev. C. W. Pflueger, Prof. Wm. L. Young and Mr Wm. Altman. 


Before the Commission was able to meet and organize, it pleased 
God to bring to an end the labors of our esteemed leader, Prof. E. 
Pfeiffer. Prof. Young found it impossible to serve. Pres. Hein 
proceeded to appoint Prof. P. H. Buehring and Mr. W. L. Voeller. 


The Commission met October 28, 1927, and organized, with Prof. 
P. H. Buehring as president and Rev. Harry P. Long as secretary. 
A second meeting was held May 4, 1928. 

The Commission’s aim is: 

1. To determine cities in which organized Inner Mission work 
should be started. 

2. To advise as to the best methods of starting the work. 


3. To seek to enlist more of our people in the active support of 
Inner Mission work. 


4. To gather information relative to what is being done along 
Inner Mission lines in our Synod. 
Your Commission is able to report: 


1. That our Synod is at present doing organized Inner Mission 
work through local Societies in Columbus, Detroit and Dayton. 
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2. That congregations of our Synod cooperate with congregations 
of other Lutheran bodies in supporting organized Inner Mission work 
in Pittsburgh, Toledo, New York City, Baltimore, St. Paul and 
Minneapolis. 

8. That in the public institutions of Wheeling, Pastor H. Neu- 
mann is quite active as an Inner Missionary. | 

We recommend that the work of the Commission be continued 
and request the hearty cooperation of all the brethren of Synod. 


Harry P. Lone, Secretary. 


COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRANT MISSION WORK IN WESTERN 
CANADA 


With pleasure your Commission wishes to state that by the grace 
and help of God our Canadian Immigrant Mission work was started 
in December, 1926. It is progressing and God’s blessing is resting 


upon it. 
Organization 

At the last convention of Synod a recommendation was adopted 
that a special committee on Immigrant Mission Work in western 
Canada, consisting of three members, be appointed by the General 
President. In accordance with the resolution the Revs. E. Schiewe, 
S. Martyn, H. E. Giese, and President Rev. E. Hertz as advisory 
member, were appointed. All accepted the appointment. The Commis- 
sion held its first meeting on October 29th, 1926, at Winnipeg, Mani- 
toba, and organized by electing Rev. E. Schiewe, chairman and Rev. 
H. E. Giese, secretary, the chairman and secretary constituting the 
Executive Committee. 

Call and Salary 


The Commission extended a call to Rev. P. H. Kohlmeier of 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, to serve as missionary, with headquarters in 
Winnipeg, Man., and fixed his salary at $2100.00 a year, rent up to 
$45.00 per month, and expenses incurred while traveling in the 
interest of the Immigrant Mission cause. The call was accepted by 
Rev. P. H. Kohlmeier. 


Appeal for This Work 


* $3,500.00 were not placed in the general budget, 
your Commission was empowered to solicit a maximum of $3,500.00 
per annum for the support of this work. Since December, 1926, i. e., 
within 18 months, three letters of appeal have been prepared and 
mailed to all pastors in Synod, viz., February 9, 1927, April, 1927, 
and February, 1928. These letters told them of the new work and 
urged our congregations to put forth every effort to support this latest 
enterprise of our Synod. Throughout the eighteen months articles 
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were also sent to our Synodical publications by our missionary, set- 
ting forth the necessity of immigrant mission work in western Canada. 
The $3,500.00 in 1927 was contributed by congregations, Sunday 
Schools, Societies and individual donors. In order to carry on this 
work we spent $4,561.01 during the 18 months, which enabled us to 
remain within the limit of our apportionment. It is evident that this 
work is worthy of support in the future. 


Meetings 


Three meetings of the Commission and eighteen executive meet- 
ings were held from October, 1926, to June 14th, 1928. 


Immigrant Mission Work 


It is missionary work among the brethren of our faith, who are 
coming to the shores of Canada in large numbers, settling mostly in 
the western provinces of the Dominion. The work of our missionary 
is to direct them into Lutheran communities, to create absorption in 
our congregations, to welcome and follow up our newly arrived 
brethren until they become members of our parishes. Within the 
eighteen months almost every parish of the Canada District has been 
visited once or twice by our missionary. In the various churches lay- 
members have been appointed to represent and assist in this work. 
Three new mission stations have been created through the efforts of 
our missionary. In short, 2,562 souls have received assistance and 
care. While in Winnipeg 33 immigrant trains have been met, and 
repeatedly the two immigration halls, railroad stations, and boarding 
houses have been visited for the purpose of helping and comforting 
those who were in a distressed situation. Sixty-nine girls have been 
placed as domestics in Winnipeg, 1,813 persons as farm laborers in 
the western provinces. Rev. Kohlmeier traveled 28,116 miles by train, 
3,163 by auto, and 125 miles by team. In December of last year Rev. 
Kohlmeier was visited with a severe illness, but by the grace and help 
of God he has recovered and is doing his work as usual since the first 
of March. 


Recommendation 


Inasmuch as experience has shown that the appointment of a 
special Immigration Commission is not necessary, we recommend 
with the unanimous approval of the Canada District that the present 
commission be abolished, that the work of Immigrant Missions be 
done under the supervision of the District Mission Committee, and that 
Joint Synod appropriate $3,500.00 for this work in addition to the 
appropriation for Home Missions within the district. 
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Thanking the Lord for all His blessings in the past and trusting 
in Him for the future, 
We remain, 


The Immigration Commission, 
E. ScHIEWE, Chairman 
H. E. Gress, Secretary 


COMMITTEE ON STUDENT SERVICE 


On the basis of investigations your committee on Student Service 
begs leave to report as follows: 


(1) There is at present an inexcusable lack of organized Student 
Service in our churches at college and university centers. 


(2) There is also a rather disconcerting unconcern of this need 
on the part of only too many of our constituency. . 
(3) While there are Lutheran churches in most of the towns 
where colleges attended by our young people are located, there are 


some colleges attended by a large number of Lutheran students where 
no Lutheran church is located. 


Successful student work is being done in two such places in the 
Washington District of our Synod. 


(4) Almost all the other Synods are making appropriations and 
maintaining field workers and commissions for the proper promotion 
of this important service. 


On the basis of these findings, your committee would offer the 
following recommendations: 


keep unbroken the contact of the church with our young people at- 
tending schools and colleges. 

(2) That a Commission on Student Service be established to 
survey, promote, and supervise student work among our Lutheran 
students in non-Lutheran colleges and universities. 


(3) That a special appropriation for this service be added to the 
synodical budget to the amount of two thousand dollars per annum. 

(a) For the continuation of the student work in the Washington 
District, six hundred dollars. 

(b) For the prosecution and expansion of this work in Ohio, 
Michigan, and other states, as the commission may see fit, thirteen 
hundred dollars. 

(c) For the expenses of the commission, one hundred dollars. 


P. E. Brersrepr, 
E. C. STELLHORN, 
HAROLD YOCHUM. 
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MEN’S ORGANIZATIONS 
(Synodical Brotherhood) 


Your Committee on Synodical Federation of Brotherhoods respect- 
fully submits the following report and suggestions: 

The College of Presidents appointed the following committee 
on Synodical Brotherhoods: Prof. G. C. Gast, Columbus, O., Chairman; 
Rev. Otto Ebert, Pittsburgh, Pa., Secretary; Rev. E. Lehne, Gutten- 
berg, Ia.; Mr. Luther M. Feeger, Richmond, Indiana; Mr. J. C. Fendt, 
Michigan City, Indiana. This committee held three meetings during 
the past biennium. At its first meeting, May 3rd, 1927, your committee 
decided that no active steps toward synodical organization should 
be taken until every possible preparation had been made to assure 
success. The task was, therefore, approached from the standpoint 
that such an organization could be brought into successful existence 
only after a much larger number of local or congregational units, of 
purpose and stability, should have been established throughout 
Synod. 

In order that strong brotherhoods might be organized, or weak 
ones in existence be strengthened, your committee has prepared 
articles of information and suggestion. The following are now ready 
for publication: 


1. On “Organization.” This paper presents a complete, step 
by step, outline of the method of procedure which can be followed 
in the successful organization of a local unit. It also presents 
a clear statement of purpose and includes, where desired, a draught 
of a model constitution. A copy of this model constitution is 
hereby attached for your consideration and approval. This entire 
article will be found helpful to brotherhoods already organized. 


2. “Legitimate Sphere of Brotherhood Activities in the Con- 
gregation,” a most excellent presentation of this subject by an excep- 
tionally gifted layman in our Northern District. 


3. On “Program,” a very practical and thorough presentation 
of all that would be required for a year’s brotherhood program. Its 
suggestions can be carried out easily and successfully from year to 


4. A presentation of definite aims and objects for brotherhood 
activities. 

5. The necessary committee for successful operation of a local 
brotherhood. 

All of these articles will be available as soon as funds for their 
publication are assured. Furthermore, it is the aim of your committee 
to publish and make available other helpful material from time to 
time. 

A questionnaire was addressed to all the pastors of Synod. 
About 700 of these questionnaires were mailed during April of this 
year. Of these 275 have been returned. Of this number 
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129 report that they have a men’s organization. Names and 
addresses of their officers have been secured. 

146 have no men’s organization. 

115 who have no organization are favorably inclined toward the 
organization of a men’s society in their congregations; 20 are opposed 
to such organizations; 11 made no report on this question. 

207 expressed themselves in favor of a Synodical Federation of 
Brotherhoods; 19 were opposed to it; 49 were non-committal. 

Your committee is continuing the work of securing the infor- 
mation outlined above from those who have not yet responded to the 
questionnaire. It may be noted, that of those who returned the 
questionnaire the desire for a Synodical Federation is expressed in 
emphatic figures. 

The cause represented by your committee was also brought to the 
attention of several of our districts at their annual conventions and 
met with favorable response wherever presented. 

Your committee now proposes that: 

1. Synod continue a commission on the Synodical Brotherhood 


project; that this commission be appointed at this meeting. It is 


further proposed, that Synod eventually discontinue the commission 
and appoint a commissioner, who then is to act as Executive Sec- 
retary of a Board and as Organizer both of local units and of the 
federation. 

2. Beginning in the fall of this year, conferences throughout 
Synod should be urged to form brotherhood groups within their 
boundaries. We advise that members of the Synodical Committee 
on Brotherhoods, or others acquainted and in sympathy with this 
movement, be secured to present the matter at these meetings of the 
conferences. 

3. We suggest that a Synodical Speakers’ Bureau be established, 
the point of contact between speakers and brotherhoods, for the 
present being centered in your committee, and that the names of 
desirable speakers, particularly among the laity, be brought to the 
attention of the committee. 

4. We finally petition Synod to appropriate the funds neces- 
sary for the furtherance of this project until a synodical federation 
shall have been effected. We feel confident, that a synodical federa- 
tion, once effected, will finance itself. An appropriation of $500.00 
will be necessary to carry on this work during the next biennium. 


ARTICLE I 


The tronic af Gite chal ba the of the 
( ) Ev. Lutheran Church, of ( ) 


“ARTICLE II 


The purpose of this organization shall be that of service. 
A. Service in the home congregation: To encourage and aid one 
another, particularly unto the end that we may live a life of full 
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surrender to Christ, to strengthen loyalty to our faith, to promote 
a brotherly and social spirit and to acknowledge and exercise the 
duties of Christian stewardship. — 

B. Service to the community: To bring those apart from Christ 
to Him and to bring the influence of Lutheran citizenship to bear 
upon the life of the communities in which we live, by active partici- 
pation in those things that are of benefit for the community, by 
witnessing for Christ in our personal contact with individuals, by a 
Christian life and conduct and by service in a Christian spirit. 


C. Service to the Ev. Luth. Joint Synod of Ohio and Other 


States: To accept the responsibility of membership, to study the 
need of the church, its schools and its other institutions and its work. 


Akricz III 
recognize the constitutional authority of the ( ) Ev 
Luth. Church of ( ) ie matters of pelicy and the 
authority of its pastor in matters of doctrine. 


ARTICLE IV 


All male communicant members of the church of which this 
organization is a part, who have reached the age of eighteen years, 
shall be eligible for membership. 


ARTICLE V 
A. The officers of this brotherhood shall be: President, Vice 
President, Secretary and Treasurer. 
B. Officers shall be elected, by ballot, at the regular December 
meeting of each year, and shall serve for one year, beginning with 
January, following the election or until their successors are elected. 


C. Officers may be re-elected, but may not hold the same office 
for more than three years in succession. 


D. The Executive Committee shall, at its regular meeting in 
November nominate at least two candidates for each office, other 
nominations may, however be added, by any member of the brother- 
hood at the time the ballot is presented for approval, in the regular 
November meeting. 

VI 

A. The President shall preside at the meetings of the brotherhood 
and of the executive committee. Within two weeks after his election 
he shall appoint the committees provided for in Article VII of this 
constitution and shall perform all such other duties as ordinarily 
belong to his office. 

B. The Vice President shall assume the duties of the President 
in the case of his absence or disability. 
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C. The Secretary shall keep an accurate and complete record of 
all regular and special meetings of the brotherhood and executive 
committee. He shall also record monies received and disbursed. 

D. The Treasurer shall receive all dues and monies of the 
brotherhood and shall disburse the same, upon the order of the 
executive committee. He shall keep an accurate and itemized account 
and render a monthly statement, at the time of the brotherhood 
meetings. 

The treasurer shall issue annual membership cards, which shall 
serve as receipts for fees. 


Artictz VII 


The following Committees shall be appointed annually by the 
President. They shall report to the executive committee through 
their chairman. 

A. Membership and By-laws. This committee shall receive all 
applications for membership and shall, upon investigation recommend 
for acceptance or rejection of applicant. This committee shall also 
be responsible for the welcoming and invitation of newcomers to join. 
It shall be the duty of this committee to formulate by-laws, resolutions, 
standing orders, etc. 

B. Program. This committee shall see to it that there is a 
program for every regular meeting held, it may attend to this 
matter itself or delegate special committees for this purpose for 
each meeting. 

This committee shall attend to the printing and distribution of 
announcements, which will bring the work of the brotherhood to the 
attention of members and prospective members. 

It shall also be the duty of this committee to provide for refresh- 
ments, when such are to be served or delegate a sub-committee to 
attend to it. 

C. Welfare. This committee shall visit the sick. It shall 
endeavor to find work for members out of employment and shall aid 
the unfortunate or those in want, wherever advisable. 

D. Synodical Contact. This committee shall keep in contact 
with the life and work of the Joint Synod of Ohio, it shall report 
matters of interest and make recommendations for the furthering 
of those things which would be of advantage for the welfare of 
Synod. 


VIII 


A. The Executive Committee shall consist of the officers of 
the brotherhood and the chairmen of the various committees provided 
for in Article VII. 

B. The executive committee shall have the power to transact 
the routine business of the brotherhood. 

C. The executive committee shall discuss all matters pertaining 
to the welfare and work of the brotherhood and shall present its 
recommendations to the Brotherhood for approval. 
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ArTicte IX 
A. The Regular Meetings of the brotherhood shall be held on 
the third ( ) of each month. 
B. The regular meetings of the executive committee shall be 
held on the first ( ) of each month. 
C. Special Meetings may be called by the President at any time. 


ARTICLE X 
A. Ten (10) members shall constitute a Quorum at the brother- 
hood meetings. 


B. Four (4) members shall constitute a Quorum of the executive 
committee. 


ARTICLE XI 
On all points of parliamentary practice, not covered by this con- 
stitution, “ , Rules of Order” shall govern. 
ArTicLe XII 


A. There shall be an annual Membership Fee of $1.00, payable 
at the time of joining and thereafter payable at the time of the 
January meeting of each year. 

B. There shall be a Free-will Offering at each meeting, the 
amount to be left to the discretion of the individual. (It may be 
understood that an amount, no less than 25c should be contributed.) 


ARTICLE XIII 


A. At the Meeting of the Executive Committee the following 
order of businéss shall be observed. 

1. Reading of minutes. 

2. Reports of committees. 

3. Unfinished business. 

4. New business. 

5. Brotherhood welfare. 


B. At the Regular Brotherhood Meetings the following order of 
business shall be observed. 

1. Devotional opening. 

2. Reading of minutes. 

3. Unfinished business. 

4. New business. 

5. Gathering of offering. 


for the evening shall then be in order. 


ARTICLE XIV 
This constitution may be Amended by the affirmative vote of 
two-thirds of the members present at any regular meeting of the 
brotherhood, provided that the proposed amendment shall have been 
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6. Adjournment. 
The business of the meeting having been concluded, the program 
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presented, in writing, and read at the brotherhood meeting held at 
least one month prior to the time of voting on the proposed amend- 
ment. 
By-Laws 
This brotherhood shall become affiliated with the Joint Synod 
Brotherhood by subscribing to and complying with the provisions, 


governing such affiliation, as set forth in the constitution of that 
organization. 


COMMITTEE ON YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES 


Your committee on Young People’s Societies has carefully con- 
sidered the request for plans for centralizing the work of synod’s 
young people in one strong young people’s society. 

We find the young people of the central portion of synod, for the 
main part, to be cooperating in the work of synod’s young people’s 
society, the General Luther League. In other sections of synod we 
find this cooperation to be less general merely because of the matter of 
distance. 


The records of the statistician of synod show the largest number 
and also the highest percentage of young people enrolled in Luther 
Leagues and young people’s societies in the English, Northern, West- 
ern, Eastern and Minnesota Districts. We note also that strong 
local Luther League federations are likewise found throughout these 
districts or sections of these districts. The experience of the General 
Luther League also shows that the majority of the young people co- 
operating in the work of that organization are doing so through vari- 
ous Luther League groups organized either according to synodical or 
conference districts or merely as loose federations. 


We, therefore, suggest that the young people be organized in 
groups in various radiant centers of synod and that these groups be 
then urged to unite with the General Luther League of synod. Where 
such small groups of young people’s societies already exist, they are 
to be used as the nuclei for further enlargment. In order to set this 
work in motion, it is our opinion that sectional rallies and gatherings 
of young people be held in various important centers of synod and 
that synod should appoint a committee to visit these gatherings and 
present the young people’s work and the need of organizing all of our 
young people in one strong society. ; 

Rev. ARTHUR KUHLMAN 
Mr. A. S. KoENREICH 
Miss ELVA Cook 

Rev. C. N. Busse 
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INTERSYNODICAL CATECHISM COMMITTEE 


1. The Intersynodical Catechism Committee, appointed to pre- 
pare a new uniform English translation of Luther’s Small Catechism, 
herewith respectfully submits the result of its labors. 

2. The text herewith submitted is a revision of the text pub- 
lished in the provisional edition, as made and adopted at the seventh 
plenary meeting of the Cotamittee in Chicago, III., May 22, 1928. 

3. The Committee recommends the text herewith submitted for 
adoption by each of the participating Synods; if possible, without 
any change, because uniformity throughout the English text of Lu- 
ther’s Enchiridion is so desirable; and if this is impossible in any 
Synod, the Committee recommends adoption of the text with only 
such changes as may be absolutely necessary because of local cir- 
cumstances or deference to tradition and usage. 

4. The Committee is willing to consider proposals for further 
changes in the text, which should be sent to the undersigned not 
later than October 15, 1928. 

5. Inasmuch as the uniform text of the Catechism should be 
printed before May, 1929, the quadricentennial of its first publication, 
the Committee respectfully requests that it be authorized to fix the 
wording of such parts of the text in which further changes may be 
desired. 

6. Each of the participating Synods shall have the right to 
use the Uniform Catechism text in its publications. Luther’s preface 
may be omitted; the typographical arrangement of the text may be 
changed; one part or another of the Catechism text may be used in 
the Sunday-school literature of the participating Synods; but no 
change is to be made in the wording of the text, when fixed by the 
Committee, except in cases referred to in section 3 of this report. 


The Intersynodical Committee per 


Em. Porren, Secretary. 
Grove City, Ohio, May 24, 1928. : 


INTERSYNODICAL COMMITTEE ON ELEMENTARY CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 


Two meetings of this committee were held since the last con- 
vention of Joint Synod, both in February of 1927-28. Both your 
representatives attended the first meeting, but Prof. Vogel was 
prevented by an accident from being present at the second. At the 
1927 meeting the following subjects were discussed “Fundamental 
Principles of Our Church Program of Christian Education,” “A 
Lutheran Curriculum for Elementary Christian Education,” and 
“Week-day Religious Education.” 
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At the 1928 meeting the subjects treated were: “Can the Con- 
ferring Synods Agree on a Uniform Program for Elementary Chris- 
tian Education?” “Duties of Church Colleges towards Schools of 
Elementary Christian Education, with special Reference to Teacher- 
Training,” and “The Danger Connected with Modern Methods of 
Teaching Religion.” 

Though the committee in its treatment of subjects seeks to cover 
as much ground as possible within the field of elementary education, 
yet its chief aim is to build a uniform curriculum for all the bodies 
represented. So far, however, this unity is not in sight, due chiefly to 
the fact that while some synods wish to make the Catechism the 
basis, others believe that, though the Catechism should have a large 
place, the system as such should be built up on the Bible story. 

In the meantime the members of the committee are not only 
coming to understand one another better, but all are also being greatly 
profited; and there is a possibility, and it may be a probability, that an 
agreement may soon be reached. A further meeting has therefore 
been planned for February next at which the Sunday-school lesson 
systems of the various synods will be compared, with the hope that 
uniformity can be arrived at, if not on one system then possibly on 
two parallel systems. is 

J. SHEATSLEY, 
C. VOGEL. 


STATISTICIAN OF JOINT SYNOD 


The present statistician received his appointment in December, 
1927, after the General President had received and accepted the 
resignation of Dr. Carl Ackermann who for years served Synod 
faithfully in the capacity of statistician. The following report there- 
fore will be confined to the present incumbent’s tenure of office. _ 

In addition to the publication of the Statistical Yearbook for the 
year 1927, a great effort has been and is being put forth in reorgan- 
izing the entire method of gathering and publishing our statistics. 

At present our statistics are far from complete and in many 
instances incorrect and unreliable, a condition due to a great extent 
to carelessness on the part of pastors in compiling the congregational 
reports and on the part of the district statisticians in assembling 
those reports. It is quite embarrassing to be obliged to report that 
this year it was necessary to revise almost all and to recopy two 
of the district reports. The old problem of securing more accurate 
statistics is still with us and begs a solution. What solution is there 
to offer? 

The solution proposed and already being worked out in part is the 
following: 

1. A meeting of all the district statisticians has been called and 
scheduled by the General President for the evening of August 24, 
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the Friday evening of our convention week, for the purpose of devel- 
oping a mutual understanding of what constitutes a complete and 
accurate congregational statistical report, to set up a standard for 
the district reports and to work out some system whereby a statistical 
conscience may be created in the case of every pastor. 


2. A new parochial blank has been submitted for the approval 
of Synod. This blank, which fs more elaborate than any blank used 
heretofore, is so arranged as to produce information which will reveal 
the exact state of affairs in a congregation. Such information is not 
only of great value but necessary to the officials concerned and of 
great value to the public interested in the welfare of the Christian 
Church. 


8. The publication of a Statistical Yearbook which will contain 
a complete report of the entire work of Synod as manifested through 
congregations, missions, institutions, organizations, boards, etc., and 
enough graphs, charts, illustrations and explanatory articles to make 
the statistical tables understood by the average reader is another 
necessary step in the reorganization. To discontinue the publication 
of the Statistical Yearbook, as has been requested, will only handicap 
the effort to produce more accurate statistics. The Executive Com- 
mitee of the Publication Board has 6 the publication of a 
revised Statistical Yearbook. 


4. A catalogue of all our congregations, missions, institutions, 
organizations, boards, etc., will soon be prepared. The catalogue 
of congregations, which will be prepared through the cooperation of 
the National Lutheran Council, will contain the name of the con- 
gregation, exact location, membership reported annually, annual 
expenses and benevolences, a notation of special events and the 
name of the pastor. During the editing and revision of the last 
district reports a great handicap was experienced in an effort to 
account for every congregation and mission by the lack of definite 
information in regard to congregations whose reports were missing. 

To carry out the above program an appropriation of $950.00 
will be necessary for the next biennium, this sum to cover the following 
expenditures: 


Visible — system (for catalogue) 100 00 
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COMMISSION ON CHURCH ARCHITECTURE 

Your Commission begs leave to submit the following for your 
consideration and adoption: 
Resolved: 

1.—That all congregations contemplating the erection of new 
church buildings or alteration of old ones, be requested to submit their 
preliminary drawings to the commission for suggestions or criticisms. 

2.—That all congregations or missions receiving any support 
whatever from Synod, be required to submit preliminary drawings 
and specifications together with estimated cost, for the approval of 
the commission before contracts are awarded. 

8.—That Synod authorize the commission to purchase some out- 
standing books on ecclesiastical architecture to be placed in the library 
at Capital University for the use of the students, pastors and con- 
gregations contemplating building operations. 

4.—That the faculties of our seminaries be requested to arrange 
for lectures on such church architecture to be given by technically 
trained men to the student body. 

5.— That the commission be authorized to prepare sketches of 
church buildings ranging in cost from $6,000 to $35,000, for the con- 
sideration of missions and smaller congregations. 

6.—That the commission be authorized to hold an annual meeting 
and any supplementary meetings which may be deeemed necessary at 
the call of the chairman. . 

7.— That Synod appropriate $300.00 for the expenses involved 
for the above purpose during the ensuing biennium. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Your Commission on Church Architecture. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, 
2841 Morris Ave., New York City. 
Mr. Oscar LENSKI, 
American Seating Company, Chi- 
cago, III. 
Mr. Jesse SCHUETTE, 
200 Wilson Ave., Columbus, O. 
Mr. Rogert Kricn, 
Box 77, Warren, O. 


COMMITTEE ON PUBLICITY 


In studying the possibilities of publicity for the Joint Synod 
of Ohio, it is felt that the following considerations will prove beneficial 
in conceiving the extent of such publicity and the avenues which it 
may follow in pursuit of its object: 

The news of meetings, dedications, anniversaries, synodical and 
district developments, should be speeded up so as to appear in the 
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earliest possible issue of the church papers following the occurrence 
of the events; 

Advance notices of all meetings, installations of pastors, and so 
forth, would be good news for the respective city and community 
papers, 

In an advertising age like ours, the churches should have the 
benefit of counsel in church advertising in newspapers, in hotel and 
railroad directories, through bulletin board slogans, posters, form 
letters, and similar media; 


A cut service, mat service, and form service would enable the 
church to profit because of the well-recognized and unmistakable value - 
of pictures in telling a story; 

Lutheranism would receive considerable good through exhibits 
and displays in Lutheran centers, through exhibits at fairs, through 
Lutheran books in public libraries, publication of sermons or sermon 
extracts in newspapers; 

In furnishing news of value to the secular press, contacts would 

be made with news agencies, the Associated Press, United Press, 
International News; 


Stereopticon slides have proven their value in giving pictorial 
representations of mission work, educational work, and other church 
activities; 

The appeal of the motion picture and the radio should not be 

overlooked ; 


Within the synod much can be accomplished through cooperation 
with various local and territorial offices, such as, the Pittsburgh 
Inner Mission Society, the Toledo Inner Mission Society, Luther 
League Federations, Chautauquas; 


Outside the synod results will be forthcoming through cooperation | 


with the publicity committees of the various synods and with the 
National Lutheran Council Publicity Bureau; 


A list of laymen in newspaper and publication work would provide 
help and would render advice accessible. 
Since an undertaking such as this requires time for its develop- 
‘ ment and a solid foundation for its success, it is advisable to build 


upon agencies already in existence and further them as far as posible, 
and 


Since it would be illogical to attempt to furnish the secular 
press with news of value before such news had been obtained, in 
other words, attempting to disseminate before gathering, and 


Since we are convinced that the “Lutheran Standard” is the 
most suitable organ for Joint Synod publicity purposes, 


Therefore, it is the consensus of this committee that the pub- 
licity of Joint Synod be put into the hands of a centralized agent, 
employed by the publication board as a managing editor of the 
“Lutheran Standard.” As managing editor, he shall have full author- 
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ity over all departments, both as to their literary form and content, 

* and shall supervise the mechanical and typographital arrangement 
of the publication. As agent in charge of publicity, he shall organize 
and direct the publicity of the Joint Synod. 


E. R. Dorneirer, Secretary. 


COMMITTEE ON’RE-DISTRICTING THE EASTERN AND CEN. 
TRAL PORTIONS OF OUR SYNODICAL TERRITORY 


The committee submits the following recommendations: 

1. That the English and Western Districts be merged under the 

name of “The Central District.” ) 

2. That the boundaries be rearranged so that all north of the 
4ist degree of latitude belong to the Northern District, all east of the 
82nd degree of longitude constitute the Eastern District and that 
all west and south of the two lines belong to the merged district. 

This arrangement will give approximately 97 parishes to the 
Northern, 117 to the Eastern and 127 to the Central District. The 
following table may be helpful in showing the divisions by congrega- 
tions and parishes: 


Eastern Northern 
9 


2 

— 

D 

1 

8 


97 
The committee adopted this plan by a vote of 3 to 1, the presi- 


dent of the English District dissenting, as said district has voted in 
favor of the status quo. 


— 
— 
— 
— 


H. P. DANNECKER, 
H. J. Schunk, 


WALTER E. SCHUBETTE, 
W. H. LEHMANN. 
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REPORTS OF SYNODICAL ORGANIZATIONS 


MEN’S MISSIONARY CONFERENCE 


The Executive Committee of the Association for the Distribution 
of Missionary Literature had been instructed to work out a program 
on “SOUL-WINNING” for the 1928 Men's Missionary Conference. 

The Conference conducted its nineteenth annual meeting in the 
well appointed Fort Pitt Hotel, Pittsburgh, Pa., February 14 and 15. 
The keynote of the conference was: “Winning Souls for Christ.” 
Getting money was not its purpose. Such noble themes as: “John’s 
(the Apostle of Love) Passion for Souls,” “Organizing the Congre- 
gation for Winning Men,” “The Apostle Paul’s Passion for Souls,” 
“The Church Council as a Soul Winner,” “The Father, a Soul Winner 
in His Own Family,” “Winning Men for Soul-Winners,” and “Christ’s 
Passion for Souls,” were presented by noble-spirited Christian gen- 
tlemen whose hearts glowed warm for the salvation of men and 
yearned for the begetting of spiritual children. 

Two quotations from the compassionate committee on resolutions 
beautifully portrays the tenor, the spirit and the purpose and the 
wholesome effect of this splendid gathering of some four hundred 
men. 

1. We thank God for the tone and the tenor of this convention, 
the program of which has so conscientiously and constructively 
brought to our consciousness and consciences the subject of SOUL- 
WINNING. 

2. Realizing more than ever before that it is Christ’s will 
that we, the men of the Church, devote ourselves earnestly and in- 
telligently to the call of personal evangelism, we pledge ourselves 
to submit more fully to the guidance of the Holy Spirit into greater 
activities of soul-winning. 


Gronda B. TEJAN, Convention Secretary. 


WOMEN’S MISSIONARY CONFERENCE 


“Let us not be weary in well-doing; for in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not.” GAL. 6, 9. | 

God has again been gracious to us, His servants; once more the 
Women’s Missionary Conference has been permitted to experience 
the fulfillment of His blessed promise, for which we thank and praise 
Him. 

The inspiring reports of our several departmental chairmen 
covering the work of Conference, and the careful and accurate reports 
of our treasurers covering the contributions of our women in sup- 
porting and encouraging this God-pleasing work, tell their own story 


in a very brief form. To receive fully the inspiration which they 
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convey, one must study them and visualize, if one can, all that goes | 
with every item. 1 

Shortly after submitting to Synod our last report, the Women’s . 
Missionary Conference met in its Ninth Biennial Convention at 1 
Grove City, O. This meeting gave every woman a broadening vision 1 
and inspired her to plan for herself as well as for our Conference body, B 
a larger share in the educational, missionary and charitable work of 
our church and Synod. The splendid activities of our Conference 
in our missionary and charitable work during the past biennium 
were the outflow of that true faith which worketh by love. We learn 
from the following paragraphs that under God’s blessing our work 
has again increased in all departments. (ae 


Organization and Extension 
The Women’s Missionary Conference as an organization has 
true cause for rejoicing, for the past biennium has in every way 
been a successful one. The latest reports show 260 individual con- 
gregational societies, numbering more than 12,000 women, organized 
into 18 Districts, each District making a continuous and steady 
growth. 


Capitation tax receipts for this biennium were $3,623.47. This 
amount is divided equally and applied to literature and general 
administration. 

The Texas District was the one new District added to our organi- 
zation during the last two years. The Extension Department has 
been working very hard, trying by means of letters, literature and 
traveling to interest pastors’ conferences and district groups in those 
parts of Synod where our Women’s Missionary Conference is not 
functioning. Encouragement is found in the courteous replies to 
these letters; in the inquiries for further information and by an- 
nouncement of newly organized missionary societies who are re- 
questing connection with district groups. At present a campaign of 
education is on—the Extension Department aims during the present 
summer to send literature, explaining the work of the Women’s 
Missionary Conference to every pastor of Synod whose women’s 
societies are not affiliated with us. 

Altogether, we are hopeful that we shall grow, and are asking 
our pastors to continue to support our organization in every way. 
We pray that we may extend our field of labor until all our women 
can have the privilege and pleasure of uniting with us—and to God we 
will give all the glory. 


Departments 
Life and In Memoriam | 
(Endowment Fund, established by sale of memberships) 


At our 1926 convention of Conference it was resolved: “That 
the interest of the Life and In Memoriam Fund be used towards the 
support of Miss I. Mellenbruch, our Mexican mission worker.” 
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To date, (June 1928), $1,021.56 has been paid on this account. 

Through the sale of memberships for 1926-1928 we realized 
$2,750.00. This together with cash on hand and interest on in- 
vestments brought our income in this department to $3,866.48. 
$2,000.00 was added to our endowment fund, making a total of 
$8,200.00 invested in bonds at 6 and 6% per cent. 

The Lord’s grace and love was with us in this work in the past 
years, and to Him we pray for help in the future. 


Junior Department . 
The first aim of the Women’s Missionary Conference is to arouse 
throughout Synod a sense of the missionary responsibility placed upon 
us by the Master’s great command. To supplement the teachings of 
our pastors and parents in world wide missions and to train our boys 
and girls in a definite idea of their share of the church’s missionary 
responsibility, is the aim of our Junior Department. 


This department of Conference is gradually becoming one of the 
most important. There are now 67 Junior bands or similar organi- 
zations, with about 1,800 members. Our last statistical reports are 
encouraging in that they prove more districts are engaged in this 
work. 

In order that the Junior Bands might have a definite purpose for 
the use of their funds it was resolved: “That the Women’s Missionary 
Conference encourage the Junior Mission Bands to undertake with 
the gracious help of the Lord, to raise 1,000 shares of $10.00 each for 
the purpose of securing a parcel of ground at Kodaikanal. The 
property thus secured is to be used for the purpose of housing the 
children of our missionaries while attending school at Kodaikanal.” 


Receipts for this fun $3,196 40 
$65 00 


We pray that many new organizations will soon be effected, and 
great zeal be manifested in the training and consecration of our 
children for the Master’s service. 


Thank-Offering Department 

Our Thank-Offering is a tangible expression of gratitude to our 
Heavenly Father for daily blessings. The purpose of developing this 
department is to foster the grace of grateful giving. The reflex 
effect of the practice of daily giving cannot be computed; and the 
reaching. 

Our Thank-Offering Box returns for 1926-1927 were $30,999.58. 
This together with interest on our India Hospital fund, India Hospital 
Maintenance fund, and balance of 1926, aggregated $57,453.26. 
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The interest on the investment of the Hospital and Hospital 
Maintenance Funds has added greatly to the Thankoffering fund. 
Splendid work has been accomplished through this department. Since 
1925, $7,500.00 has been reserved annually for the Hospital Main- 
tenance Fund. In addition to this we have given $5,000.00 for Mexican 
Mission Schoolhouses; $7,270.00 to Capital University Girls’ Dormi- 
tory Kitchen equipment; $18,000.00 for the Parsonage Building 

nd; $1,205.00 salary of Mrs. F. Nesbitt, the Negro worker; 
$22,500.00 was put into the Hospital Maintenance Fund and $648.53 
for special mission gifts. 


India Hospital Fund 


The treasurer of this fund reports that two requisitions for 
building of India Hospital have been paid—one for $15,000.00 and the 
other for $10,000.00. 

It is interesting to note that the total interest received on first 
mortgage investments from the inception of Hospital Fund to Gate 
(June 10, 1928), is $14,286.60. 


Literature Department 

Through the untiring efforts of our Literature Department a 
goodly amount of missionary literature has now been prepared for 
our women; current and standard missionary books have been selected 
and reviewed for study classes, individuals and church societies; 
department and other leaflets; picture sheets; Junior helps, services 
for special days published and distributed; contributions made to the 
Missionary Department of the “Lutheran Youth.” Reference to our 
finances proves without a doubt that as our women become better 
acquainted and really know the needs and opportunities of missions 
at home and in foreign lands, then will they be ready to “do” for 
missions. 

The Missionary Programs have been prepared the past two years 
for our Women’s societies and Junior Bands, and published monthly. 
Also packets of helps for the regular and special meetings are 
prepared semi-annually. The receipts of the program fund to date 
(June 10, 1928), are $4,575.67, disbursements $4,049.36, leaving a 
balance on hand of $526.29. 


The Literature Secretary, Mrs. H. B. Adams, has visited all the 
districts urging the use of our literature and stressing the point 
that our women MUST become intelligent on the subject of missions, 
otherwise our Conference has no future. 

The Women’s Missionary Conference growing in knowledge, in 
usefulness, in prayer and in giving is our ardent prayer. 


Lace Department 
In discussing the ministry of our Women’s Missionary Conference 
we gladly mention our Lace Making School. Most truly this school is 
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an agency of Christian mercy and sisterly love enabling us to min- 
ister to both the physical and spiritual needs of these unfortunate 
and ofttimes forsaken girls. The lace school is indeed a great blessing 
to all these girls, and God has blessed our Conference in giving us 
the privilege of helping them. 


Cash on hand August 1926... $1,843 42 
1,098 88 
Wc 106 27 

$3,048 57 


Cost of laces, duty on importation and maintenance of department 
aggregated $1,449.75. 

$611.40 of this fund was used to install copper screens for the 
India missionaries’ bungalows. 


District Specials 
God continues His blessings on this branch of our work and makes 
us ever mindful of our duties towards our orphaned children and 
our beloved aged brothers and sisters who need our assistance. In the 
several Districts God has raised up many friends who cheerfully 
support this work with their prayers and contributions and say un- 
selfishly, “Their need is my opportunity.” 


Mars Homes Auziliary Committee 


In 1926 a gift of $1,000.00 was received to be used exclusively for 
the orphans. During the past biennium a total expenditure of 
$2,687.49 secured many comforts for the orphans and aged as well 
as completed necessary repairs and renovations to the buildings at 
Mars. 

The outstanding accomplishments were, completing the equipment 
for the playgrounds, painting of office and rest room in Old Folks’ 
building; new floor coverings for halls and stairways in Old Folks’ 
building; the securing of a 75 foot flag pole for the grounds—a 
donation from men from St. Mark’s congregation, Butler, Pa. 


Auæiliary Committee to Wernle Orphan Home 


The committee taking care of our Richmond Home found it 
necessary to redecorate the walls of several rooms, furnish new floor 
coverings in assembly rooms and dormitories and order new shades, 
curtains and furniture at an expense of $500.00. Part of this bill 
was paid by the Auxiliary Committee, and the remainder was taken 
from the general fund of the Orphans’ Home. The committee wishes 
to express their hearty thanks to the Dunning Furniture Company 
for allowing wholesale prices on furniture and rugs, and also to Rev. 
and Mrs. Fischer for their splendid cooperation in this work of 


renovating. A generous treat was furnished the children at CHristmas 
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time. Contributions to the support of this committee totaled $180.99, 
the full amount being expended for aforementioned work. 

Districts grouped about the larger cities help extensively with the 
local Inner Mission Work. One District furnished dining room equip- 
ment for Luther College at Regina, Sask.; another is furnishing living 
room in girls’ dormitory at Capital University. 


Fund for the Medical Education of Rev. Kantzer 


$972 88 
$32 95 
Additional Contributions of Conference during 1926-1928 
Miss Hossler, California Sunday-school worker $100 00 
Rev. and Mrs. Schroeder, gift at time of illness 250 00 


Thus has God in His mercy permitted us to labor in the several 
phases of Mission Work during the past two years. He has blessed 


us and our work despite our many failings and shortcomings. To 
Him be the glory. Putt. 3, 7-14. 


The old biennium, with its record, 
Is gone forevermore; 

The new one, full of promise, 
Stands waiting at the door. 


With high resolves and holy, 
With purpose and true, 

Let us go forth with meekness 
God’s will and wo do. 


(Mrs. W. G.) Marcarert EYMAN, 
Recording Secretary, Women’s Mus. Con. 


GENERAL LUTHER LEAGUE 


The General Luther League, which was founded in 1923, is now 
in its fifth year. From the outset the organization was definitely 
synodical in origin, its formation being due to a suggestion made in 
1922 by the president of synod, the late Dr. C. H. L. Schuette, 

The present paying membership numbers approximately 3,000 
with another 1,000 young people taking part in an informal way in the 
work of the organization. Three hundred and fifty delegates and visi- 
tors (175 delegates) attended the last convention of the League held 
at Toledo, Ohio, in November 1927. The General Luther League has 
not stressed the matter of formal union with the organization on the 
part of our young people’s societies, it being the policy of the League 
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to look upon all young people of synod as ipso facto members of the 
organization. 

The sum of $2,616.78 has been contributed for all purposes by the 
organization in the past two years. The General Luther League 
publishes The Luther League Worker as a medium of dissemination of 
news and knowledge concerning the efforts of the organization and 
young people’s work in general. Through this monthly magazine, 
subsidized by the League, and the Studies for Luther Leagues, a 
quarterly published by the Publication Board, standardized young 
people’s study topics are being adopted by the young people’s or- 
ganizations of synod. 

At the present time the General Luther League is making its 

chief efforts to extend the young people’s work through the formation 
of new district Luther Leagues or federations of our young people 
in various strategic centers of synod. The past experience of the 
organization indicates that the small groups of this kind will be the 
most effective means of further strengthening the larger organiza- 
tions. 
The General Luther League, like many of the young people’s 
organizations of other synods, has interested itself in the dissemina- 
tion of church literature and synodical publications. Under the direc- 
tion of the synodical Publication Board and the Lutheran Book Con- 
cern, a canvass for new subscribers for our church papers is made 
each year by the young people. Their efforts are materially re- 
flected especially in the increased subscription list of “The Lutheran 
Standard.” 

During the present year, and more particularly during the latter 
half of this year, the League is actively engaged in fostering a special 
campaign for its “Library Fund.” This “Library Fund” grew out of 
a resolution passed by Synod some years ago, suggesting that our 
young people’s societies raise offerings from time to time for the 
library of Capital University. In an effort to hold to the spirit of 
this resolution and at the same time remember the libraries of the 
other colleges of synod, the General Luther League decided to divide 
all money received in this fund among the five educational institutions 
of synod in proportion to their number of students. The young people 
would bespeak the interest and direction of the pastors in the com- 
pletion of this work with the hope in view that the General Luther 
League may later raise some contributions for other treasuries of 
synod. 

Life, honorary, memorial and other special memberships have re- 
cently been established by the General Luther League. The monies 
so received are being used for the establishment of a small endow- 
ment fund to be used for publications and other work of the young 
people’s organization. | 

At the recent convention of the General Luther League the dele- 
gates expressed their opinion as to the need of greater service to 
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the church on the part of our young people. The discussion upon this 
subject led to the decision to hold a young people’s “Life Service 
Sunday” throughout synod during the autumn of 1928. On this 
Sunday the cause of the Christian ministry, the deaconate, the parish 
teacher’s office and that of the lay worker in the parish at home and 
in the foreign field, will be presented to all of our young people with 
an especial appeal for students for our educational institutions. At 
the same time the League will present the duty of young people to 
labor faithfully in their home congregations. In other words, the 
matter of service as the fruit of faith will be directly emphasized. 
The next annual convention of the General Luther League will be 
held at Baltimore, Md., on November 30 and December Ist, 1928. 
Among the various other efforts of the League, not the least is the 
cultivation of a more vital fellowship among our young people and 
acquaintance among those of their own household of faith. 


ARTHUR H. KUHLMANN 
A. V. KOENREICH 
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COMMUNICATIONS 


ENGLISH DISTRICT 


1. A SUGGESTION—Would it not be well for the Joint Synod 
to distribute its Synodical Budget among the Districts, each District 
to assume its proportionate amount of the Budget and each District 
-assume the responsibility of collecting its amount. 

2. Whereas, the matter of a Pension Fund for disabled pastors, 
professors, teachers and their dependents is of such great importance, 
therefore be it 


Resolved, That the proposed Pension Plan (Rev. A. A. Ahn’s 
plan) be referred to the Joint Synod for solution. 


3. We recommend that a reading, or a preparatory course for 
Lay Readers (Lay Preachers) be outlined by the Commission on 
Evangelization in connection with the Faculty at Capital University 
and be presented to the Joint Synod for approval. Thereafter it is 
to be conducted by pastors in various Local and District Conferences 
throughout Synod. 

4. The District petitions the Joint Synod to place into the 
Budget of Synod the sum of money needed by the Committee on 
Evangelization properly to carry on its splendid and timely work. 


NORTHERN DISTRICT 


1. As there is a difference in practice in Synod as regards the 
sin of lodgery and unionism we suggest that the Northern District 
urge Joint Synod once for all to state plainly what is to be the 
practice in Synod in respect to lodgery and unionism so that a uniform 
practice obtain in Synod and be insisted upon. 

2. Whereas, the Northern District has resolved that in the 
future the time of its sessions be changed so that they shall be 
held from Monday afternoon until Friday evening, be it resolved: 
That we petition the Honorable Joint Synod to approve this change. 


3. That we petition the Joint Synod to establish a permanent 
Commission on the Christian Day School. 


WESTERN DISTRICT 


1. We memorialize the Joint Synod to rescind its action with 
reference to the distribution of Children’s Day and Christmas pro- 
grams. 

2. We request Joint Synod to approve our action of meeting from 
Monday noon to Friday noon hereafter. 
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3. We request that Joint Synod govern its appropriations by the 
actual receipts of the previous biennium. 

4. We memorialize Joint Synod to establish an Endowment 
Fund for the superanntated and physically incapacitated pastors and 
their widows and dependent children. 


MINNESOTA DISTRICT 


1. After thorough discussion we have come to the conclusion 
that the time to transfer the Theological Department from St. Paul 
to Columbus has not yet come. We request Joint Synod to reconsider 
the resolution to transfer this department, and wish to express our 
opinion that when the time for transferring has come the Seminary 
be transferred to a third place, separated from Colleges and 
Academies. 

2. We ask Joint Synod to change the rule that no self-sustaining 
congregation can again be supported out of the mission treasury. 

8. Weare of the opinion that all Christmas and Mission Liturgies 
for Sunday-schools should be sold to congregations at cost. 

4. We endorse the resolution of the Board of St. Paul-Luther 
College to memorialize Joint Synod to permit the Board to raise 
the sum of $10,000 for St. Paul’s Church of St. Paul, Minn., within 
the Minnesota and Wisconsin Districts. 

5. The District approves the petition of the Board of St. Paul- 
Luther College, that Joint Synod make a portion of the campus avail- 
able for St. Paul’s congregation for the erection of a new church to 
serve both congregation and college. 


WISCONSIN DISTRICT 4 


1. We believe that the time has not come as yet to transfer 
Luther Seminary from St. Paul to Columbus. We petition Joint 
Synod to reconsider the resolution of 1926. 

2. The Wisconsin District requests Joint Synod so to modify 
the rules governing the Board of Aids that pastors still serving 
smaller congregations may receive aid from this treasury. 


KANSAS-NEBRASKA DISTRICT 


1. We petition Joint Synod to table the matter of organic union 
with the Honorable Iowa Synod for the time being. 

2. We ask Joint Synod to call one or more evangelists for the 
special work of Evangelism and to add a sufficient sum to the Home 
Mission budget to pay their salary. 


8. We favor changing the time of the meeting of Joint Synod 


to the latter part of October. 
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WASHINGTON DISTRICT 


1. We memorialize Joint Synod to alter the name of the District 
from that of the Washington District to that of the Northwestern 
District. 

2. In the matter of the request of the Pacific Coast Conference 
on Student Work, we recommend that the District petition Joint Synod 
to subsidize our student pastor, Rev. W. Schoeler, with the sum of 
$50.00 per month. 

3. We petition Joint Synod for an appropriation for building 
equipment in Pullmann, equal to the amount realized from the sale of 
our Olympia Property. 

4. The District also favors the free distribution of the Christmas, 
Easter and Missionary programs. 


TEXAS DISTRICT 


1. We petition Joint Synod to permit us to hold our annual 
meeting sometime between the 15th and 31st of January, instead of in 
April and May. 

2. We favor the convention of Joint Synod after the 15th of 
October. 

3. We recommend to Joint Synod that, if the date of its meeting 
be changed to sometime after the 15th of October, immediately there- 
after the District Presidents hold their Home Mission Meeting. 

4. We memorialize Joint Synod that in the future the General 
Treasurer distribute all Christmas and Children’s Day Services free 
of charge to our congregations, but that the congregations pay 
transportation charges. ' 

5. The Texas District concurs with the Northern District that 
Joint Synod discontinue the printing of the Statistical Report in one 
Year Book. 


CANADA DISTRICT 


1. We are of the opinion that the time for transferring Luther 
Seminary to Columbus has not yet come. 


2. Relative to the Old Folks’ Home, Melville, Sask., we recom- 
mend that representatives of other synods also be admitted as ad- 
visory members of the Board, if their respective church bodies con- 
tribute toward the maintainence of the institution. 


3. We express our gratitude and appreciation for the establish- 
ment and support of the office of an immigrant missionary in our 
district. 

4. As new members of the Board of Management we propose the 
following: Revs. A. Scheffler and S. Manz; Messrs. J. Popp and R. 
Holfeld. 
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5. We favor the middle of October as the time for the convention 
of Joint Synod. 

6. We request that an increased appropriation for Home Mis- 
sions, corresponding to the budget of our committee on missions, be 
granted. 


AUGUSTANA CONFERENCE, ENGLISH DISTRICT 


Resolved: 1. That the Lutheran Standard be enlarged and 
departmentalized to include the interests now served by the Standard, 
the Lutheran Youth and the Luther League Worker. That in addition 
other departments be added to serve the other interests of our church. 

2. That the Lutheran Standard be further improved especially | 
from the standpoint of the art of printing and general make-up. 

8. That a managing editor be added to the staff of the Standard 
who shall have general supervision of the Standard as regards 
publication, make-up and content. 

4. That a business manager be added to the Lutheran Standard 
staff who shall have charge of advertising, circulation and the general 
business interests of the same. 

5. That the advisability of a change in the election of these 
editors be considered, since the present arrangement of electing editors 
is not entirely satisfactory. 


GREAT LAKES CONFERENCE 
We recommend that Joint Synod consider the appointment of a 
Managing Editor for the Lutheran Standard, who shall likewise be 
Circulation Manager and Advertising Agent. : 


WESTERN CONFERENCE, NORTHERN DISTRICT 


The Western Conference respectfully petitions Joint Synod to take 
immediate steps to inaugurate a Pension Plan. 


PACIFIC COAST CONFERENCE, WASHINGTON DISTRICT 


Resolved, to petition Joint Synod to subsidize the Lutheran 
Students’ Association of Oregon to the extent of fifty dollars ($50.00) 
a month, to enable it to carry on the Lutheran Student work in 
Oregon.” 
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PROPOSED PENSION PLAN FOR PASTORS, THEIR WIDOWS 
AND MINOR ORPHANS OF THE JOINT SYNOD OF OHIO 


Sources of Income 


It is proposed that Joint Synod raise a permanent fund of no 
less than $500,000.00. The principal shall be invested and reinvested 
by Synod, which shall hold the fund in trust. The interest only shall 
be used to aid in the payment of pensions. 

Each congregation of Synod shall be expected to pay 7 per cent 
of the salary of its pastor, (cash and house rent), payable quarterly 
to the General Treasurer of Synod. 

Each minister, professor and teacher in the schools of our Synod 
shall be expected to pay 3 per cent of his actual salary, payable 
quarterly to the General Treasurer of Synod. 


Representation of Fund 


pastor shall further cooperate with a responsible layman 
of his congregation to serve as agent for the fund in his community; 
soliciting the aid of the men of the church in increasing the endowment 
and seeing that apportionments are met when due. 

Henceforth, the fact that the congregation supports the Pension 
Fund shall be included in the form of the call extended to candidates. 


Enrollment as Members of the Fund 
Every minister, missionary and teacher of Synod shall begin 
payment as soon as ordained and called by a congregation of Synod. 
He shall continue the payment of his quarterly dues until he is sixty- 
five years of age, at which time he becomes a beneficiary of the 
Fund 


Temporary Disability 
In the event of a disability, that is temporary, he shall receive aid 
as hereinafter outlined, and be exempt from further payment of 
assessments throughout the duration of disability. 
When disability has been removed, he shall be expected to meet 
the conditions of the plan once more. The interim of disability 
shall not be counted as time served in the ministry. 


Death Benefit 


In the event of death, the General Treasurer will immediately 
upon notification of same, pay to member’s widow or heirs the sum 
equal to a year’s pension. 


Widows’ and Orphans’ Pension 


Thereafter the widow shall receive in quarterly installments the 
sum of $250.00 per annum, as long as she remains his widow. In 
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addition she shall receive $100.00 per annum for each of his minor 
children, until they are 16 years of age when the benefits shall cease. 


Age Benefit 
When the pastor has arrived at the age of sixty-five years, he 
shall receive monthly the sum of $500.00 per annum, providing he 
has paid into the fund his regular apportionment for 10 years or 


more. 
Partial Benefits 


In the event he has been a member of the fund for less than 
10 years and more than five years, he shall receive the sum of $250.00 
per annum. 

For payment of less than five years’ duration and more than two 
years, $100.00 per annum shall be allowed. 


Disability allowances for the minister and pension for his widow 
and orphans shall also be paid on the above basis. However, in the 
case of a member’s death the sum of $500.00 shall be allowed the 
estate of the pastor or teacher where the person has been a member 


100 per cent, the benefits shall be increased as dividends to the 
beneficiaries. Individual accounts shall be kept for each member 
showing: 

The credits resulting from the payments made by him or his 
congregation in his behalf with interest additions. In the event 
member ceases his affiliation with Synod or lays down the office 
teaching he shall receive from the General Treasurer the sum of actual 
payments made by him, viz. 3 per cent of his salary, while a member 
of the fund, plus 4 per cent interest. 


The Pension Board shall consist of three laymen and two pastors. 
An annual financial statement of the fund shall be made to the Synod 
at large. 
In case of temporary disability, the Board may ask for doctor’s 
report periodically. 
Restrictions 


Service in the army or navy in time of war are risks not con- 
templated in this plan. In the event of disability or death from such 
service the benefits payable will be limited to the return of all dues 
paid to the Fund by the member (viz. 3 per cent of his salary while a 
member plus 4 per cent interest). 

A. A. AHN. 
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PLAN FOR A PENSION FUND 


1. A Pension Fund shall be created for the Pastors, Professors, 
and Teachers of the Ohio Synod. This Fund shall be handled strictly on 
a business basis. 

2. Every Pastor, Professor, and Teacher and every congregation 
served by them, also the Boards, which pay the salaries to Pastors 
and Professors shall contribute a certain amount. Pastors, Profes- 
sors, and Teachers shall contribute annually 1 per cent of their 
salaries, and the Congregations and Boards respectively shall con- 
tribute 2 per cent of the salaries paid. (The Congregations may, 
if necessary, be encouraged through specially appointed members, 
to make the contributions to this Fund, since the congregations are 
| materially relieved of a great responsibility.) | 
| 3. All Pastors, Professors, and Teachers, when members of the 
—_— Fund, become eligible for support at the age of 65, when unable to 
render active service. The amount to be paid shall be $600 annually. 

4. If a member of the Fund becomes disabled before the age of 
65, either through sickness or otherwise, he also is eligible. However, 
in that case the amount of support shall be governed by the years 
of service. 

5. Only such members as have contributed at least four years to 
the Fund shall be eligible for support. 

6. Members, who leave the work, either on account of unworthi- 
ness or for reason of voluntarily turning to other work, lose their 
membership. In such case, if so desired, the amount personally 
contributed may be returned, but without interest. 

7. In case of death the right of a member to the Fund ceases. 
In case of the death of a member who receives a pension, the same 


annual amount may be paid one more year to the widow or minors, if 
any 


8. Every Pastor, Professor, and Teacher of the Synod is ex- 
pected to become a member of the Fund. If anyone neglects to join 
at least within one year after ordination or installation into the 
first charge within the Synod, he shall pay the amount for such 
intervening years until becoming a member, or the amount may be 
deducted, when at a later time he may become a beneficiary. 

9. After the opening of the Pension Fund, all pastors, Pro- 
fessors, and Teachers shall join immediately. One year after the 
institution of the Fund, the back payments will become due for 
those who did not join. 


A Calculation 


The Synod numbers approximately 800 Pastors, Professors and 
Teachers. Estimating the average salary at $1,200 per year, the sum 
of $28,000 would be contributed. Figuring this amount for four years 
with interest at 5 per cent, this would grow to a total of $130,332. 
(According to the calendar twenty-eight members of the Synod receive 
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a pension now.) On the same basis the Fund would have to pay 
$16,800. The Fund would increase $12,000 and interest per year. 
In case the average salary would be larger than $1,200, the total 
results would be increased proportionately. 

It is further suggested, that in connection with this Fund a 
Widows’ Fund may be established. If all Pastors, Professors, and 
Teachers, also the Congregations and Boards pay 1 per cent into the 
Fund, every widow may receive an annual pension of $400. The 
proposed single payment for one year more to widows or minors of 
demised pensioned members (see No. 7) will not be paid. 


M. KIONKA. 


PROPOSED PASTORS’ PENSION PLAN 


1. It is proposed to establish a fund of sufficient size to provide 
for a pension after 45 years of service of not less than 1,000 dollars 
or more than 1,125 dollars a year to every minister and teacher. 
(See Note 1). 

2. A fund of two million dollars is the goal, but an endowment 
of 1,500,000 dollars is sufficient to begin the work. 


3. This amount can be raised in four years; the system can be 
made self-sustaining in ten years, and the goal can be reached in 15 
years provided: 


a. 75% of the communicant members contribute $2.50 each year 
for 4 years. : 


b. Every congregation contributes 20 dollars a year for 10 
years. (See pg. 3, Note 2). 

e. Every pastor and teacher contributes 20 dollars a year for 
40 years. (See Note 3). 

4. The pension fund is not to affect any other synodical fund for 
benevolent purposes; such funds are to function as heretofore, except 
that they will be relieved from paying old age pensions to ministers 
or teachers. 


5. The fund is to be entrusted to a Retirement Board composed 
of three laymen and two pastors. 


6. The capital stock is to remain intact, the interest from it to 
be used as follows: 


When the fund has reached $1,500,000, 75% of the interest each 
year is to be used for pensions, the remaining 25% to be added to the 
capital stock. 

When the fund has passed the $1,750,000 mark, 80% of the in- 


terest each year to be used for pensions, the remaining 20% to be 
added to the capital stock. 
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When the fund has grown to $2,000,000, 90% of the interest to be 
used for pensions, and 10% to be added to the capital. Det operating 
expenses are to be deducted first each year. 

7. Payment of pensions shall begin as soon as the fund has 
reached the $1,500,000 mark. (See Note 4). 

8. The proposed annuity rate is 25 dollars for every year of 
actual service but with a maximum of 1,125 dollars. Full pension to 
be paid after 40 years of service. But a minister or teacher may 
retire after 35 years of service on a partial pension. (See Note 5). 

9. The pension ceases with the death of the beneficiary; pro- 
vided, however, that if his death occurs before the end of the fiscal 
period, the remaining installments for that period shall be paid to 
his widow or children. 

10. In case of the death of a minister or teacher before he is 
entitled to pension under the rules of the system, double the amount 
of his own contributions toward the fund with 4% interest shall be 
paid to his widow or children. (See Note 6). 

11. There shall be a disability allowance for those who become 
permanently disabled while in the service and before the time that 
would entitle them to the regular pension under the system. (Details 
to be worked out). (See Note 7). 

12. Pensions are allowed upon@pplication once each year, in the 
month of June. ; 

18. After an application for pension has been approved and 
one or more installments of the pension have been paid, the beneficiary 
may not accept another call or any salaried position within the synod. 
Nothing, however, shall prevent: him from atting as supply preacher 
or substitute teacher for limited periods. 

14. A minister or teacher who leaves Joint Synod or is dropped 
by Synod for cause, shall lose all claims against the fund, except 
that his own contributions shall be returned to him with 4% interest. 


15. Ministers and teachers who have come to Joint Synod from 
other synods shall receive full credit for their previous service. 


16. Amounts available for pensions each year under the proposed 
system: 

a. When the fund is 51,500, 00 to 51,750,000: $41,100—$42,600— 
$43,700—$45,300—$46,900—$48,000. 

b. When the fund is $1,750,000 to $2,000,000 / $53,200—$53,700— 
$54,700—$55,800—$56,800—$57,900. 

There will be a steady increase each year. In 20 years the amount 
available will be approximately $70,000. 


Note. 1. The resolution of the Men’s Missionary Conference in- 
cludes missionaries and professors. | 


Note 2. Add: Synod pays the same amount for the same num- 
ber of years for every professor, and every synodical district pays the 
same amount for the same number of years for its district president. 
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than 20 dollars a year if he wishes, but additional payments must be 
not less than 10 dollars or multiples of 10 dollars. 


Note 4. Under the plan it requires a normal contribution of 
twenty dollars a year for 40 consecutive years to receive the maxi- 
muin pension of $1,125 after 45 years of service. With 4% interest 
1,600 dollars after 45 years. 


dollar mark is reached, and since by that time the normal contribution 
of any member would be insufficient to warrant any pension allow- 
ance, the plan provides that for the first twenty years a member 
may pay in more than the normal contribution each year. 


A total contribution of 400 dollars or more is required to entitle 
the member to a partial pension. The annual pension in any case 
must be in proportion to the member’s total investment. To find the 
pension, multiply the total investment (i. e. Contribution plus inter- 
est) by 703125. (See page 6). 


Note 5. Change to: The proposed pension is 1,000 dollars a 
year after 40 years of service with an increase of 25 dollars for every 
additional year and a maximum of 1,125 dollars after 45 years. A 
member may retire after 35 years on partial pension. 


Note 6. To return double the amount of a member’s total con- 
tribution plus 4% interest is inadvisable. Instead, one of three other 
plans is suggested: 

a. Ii times the total amount with 4% interest; 

b. The total contribution with interest plus 200 dollars; 

e. Double the total contribution without interest. 


The second plan seems to be the desirable plan. (See page 5). 
Note 7. The annual total disability allowance shall be in pro- 
portion to the beneficiary’s total investment in the fund. (See pg. 6). 
But in an extreme case, the members of the Retirement Board may 
use their own judgment and by unanimous vote deviate from this rule. 


This allowance ceases with the recovery or death of the 
beneficiary. 
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Br. Edward Pfeiffer 


BORN 
November 23, 1857 


Graduated from Capital 
University, 1878 


Graduated from Theolo- 
gical Seminary, 1881 


Pastor of St Paul’s, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., 1881-1885 


Pastor of St. Mark's, 
Delaware, Ohio, 1885-1890 


Pastor at Fremont, Ohio, 
1890-1899 
Professor of Theology, 
Columbus, Ohio, 1899-1926 
DIED 
December 19, 1926 


Br. X. Hemminghaus 


BORN 
March 6, 1860 


Graduated from Capital 
University, 1880 


Graduated from Theolo- 
gical Seminary, 1883 


Pastor at Nekimi, Wis., 
1883-1888 


Professor at Capital Uni- 
versity, 1888-1906 


President, Woodville Nor- 
mal School, 1906-1919 


President, Luther Semi- 
nary, 1919-1927 


Professor at St. Paul- 
Luther College, 1927-1928 
DIED 
February 23, 1928 


| 
rt 
| 
9 
| 
| | 
J 
| 7 | 
4 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
* 
* 
* 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE PRELIMINARY COMMITTEE 


The Preliminary Committee of the Evangelical Lutheran Joint 
Synod of Ohio and Other States met in Mees Hall, Capital University, 
Columbus, Ohio, on August 21, 1928, at 8:45 A. M. The session 
was opened by President C. C. Hein, D. D., with a short service. 


The names of the delegates elected by the various Districts and 
present to serve on the Preliminary Committee are-the following: 


Eastern District: Revs. F. J. Schellhase, L. O. Burry, E. H. 
Meuser; Messrs. Chas. Gloeckler, Walter R. Demmler, W. W. Smith. 


Western District: Revs. E. J. Klamfoth, A. L. Nicklas, A. W. 
Zell; Messrs. Wm. Altman, Aug. Margileth, Theo. Roessler. 


English District: Revs. John A. Griffith, Fred Poulson, A. H. 
Peffly, M. J. Alpers; Messrs. S. L. Bachman, G. A. Poerschke. 


Northern District: Revs. A. Eberle, D. D., A. W. Baumann, 
J. W. Schillinger; Messrs, F. J. Gast, Henry Mautz, P. H. Beiler. 


Minnesota District: Revs. W. E. F. Meier, W. E. Vogel, H. W. 
Krull; Prof. J. Cornils, Messrs. E. Rath, H. Rachut. at 


Wisconsin District: Revs. E. A. Koch, T. J. F. Pagels, C. N. 
Busse; Messrs. J. F. Prange, H. P. Pruemers, E. Fenske. 


Kansas-Nebraska District: Revs. E. Zellmer, H. Koester; Messrs. 
Nic. Ulferts, T. J. Mellenbruch. 


Washington District: Revs. E. Rein, O. Reitz; 8 . 
W. O. Carter. 


Texas District: Revs. J. C. Felger, R. A. Schmidt, Mr. B. A. 
Dreibrot. 


California District: Revs. W. N. Hohberger, H. W. Meyer; 
Mr. N. S. Dasher. 


Canada District: Revs. P. Hack, Prof. H. Schmidt, Mr. J. 
Pfeiffer. 


All reports and business of Synod were handed over to different 
sub-committees for consideration and recommendation. Most of these 
recommendations were brought before the whole Preliminary Commit- 
tee before they were presented to Synod, the others, for want of time 
to consider them before the whole Committee, were presented directly 


to Synod. 
(193) 
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SUB-COMMITTEES OF THE PRELIMINARY 
COMMITTEE 


I. Commitee. President's Message and Report. 


Dr. A. Eberle, Revs. Fred Poulson, H. W. Krull, Prof. J. Cornils, 
Mr. E. Fenske. Advisory: Dr. E. Poppen, Rev. E. A. Welke. 


II. CoMMITTEE. Educational Institutions. 


Revs. E. J. Klamfoth, J. A. Griffith, W. E. F. Meier, Messrs. F. J. 
Gast, N. S. Dasher. Advisory: Drs. Otto Mees, R. C. H. Lenski, 
H. K. G. Doermann, Profs. W. Hieronymus, W. F. Schmidt, Rex 
Schneider, Dr. A. E. Krause, Prof. Walter Hellman, Rev. C. F. W. 
Allwardt, Dr. F. B. Hax, Revs. J. H. Prange, C. T. Langholz, J. Fritz, 
G. D. Simen, M. P. F. Doermann, Dr. H. J. Schuh. 


III. Committee. Charitable Institutions and Board of Aids. 


Revs. E. Zellmer, A. W. Baumann, O. Reitz, Messrs. J. Pfeiffer, 
H. Rachut, Nic. Ulferts. Advisory: Revs. A. L. Nicklas, C. H. Eisen- 


bach, H. Kroeger, Dr. P. F. Hein, Revs. Geo. S. Schultz, E. G. Spoehr, 
Max von Fischer. 


IV. ComMITTEE. Home Missions, Inner Missions, and Student Service. 
Revs. W. N. Hohberger, A. W. Zell, C. N. Busse, E. A. Rein, 
P. B. Hack, M. J. Alpers, Messrs. T. J. Mellenbruch, W. W. Smith, 


G. A. Poerschke. Advisory: Drs. H. P. Dannecker, W. E. Schuette, 
W. H. Lehmann, Rev. E. G. Hertz. 


V. CoMMITTEE. Foreign Missions. 


Revs. A. L. Nicklas, E. H. Meuser, H. Koester, Messrs. B. A. 
Dreibrot, W. Carter, E. Rath. Advisory: Drs. C. V. Sheatsley, J. H. 
Schneider, Rev. E. Kemena. 


VI. Committers. Colored and Mexican Missions. 


Revs. J. C. Felger, W. E. Vogel, T. J. F. Pagels, Messrs. H. R. 
Pruemers, Aug. Margileth, Henry Mautz. Advisory: Revs. Nic. 
Frueh, D. F. Schultz, H. F. Richards. 


VII. CoMMITTEE. Finance Committee of Synod. 


Dr. W. H. Lehmann, Mr. Leo Reinartz, Mr. Otto Mayer, President 
C. C. Hein, Treasurer Geo. L. Conrad, Rev. R. H. Long. 


VIII CoMMITTEE. Administration Affairs. 


Messrs. Walter Demmler, Wm. Altman, J. Curley, Revs. E. A. 
Koch, H. W. Meyer. Advisory: Messrs. W. L. Voeller, Geo. L. Conrad, 
Attorney Robert Pfeiffer, Dr. W. H. Lehmann, Revs. R. H. Long, 
A. H. Scheffler. | 
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IX. Publications. 


Revs. J. W. Schillinger, A. H. Peffly, Messrs. Chas. Gloeckler, 
Theo. Roessler, P. H. Beiler. Advisory: Revs. C. W. Pflueger, A. H. 
Dornbirer, O. A. Fischer, Dr. J. Sheatsley. 


X. COMMITTEE. Communications and Varia. 


Revs. F. J. Schellhase, L. O. Barry, R. A. Schmidt, Prof. H. 
schmidt, Dr A. Eberle, Messrs. J. F. Prange, S. L. Bachmann. 
A 


: Dr. E. Poppen, Revs. L. Ludwig, M. Stricker. 
XI. Committers. Nominations. The District Presidents. 


XII. Committee. Pension. 


Messrs. Walter Demmler, Wm. Altman, S. L. Bachman, E. Rath, 
J. F. Prange, T. J. Mellenbruch, J. Curley, B. A. Dreibrot, N. 8. 
Dasher, F. J. Gast, A. H. Dornbirer. 


XIII. CommittTeze. Organic Union with lowa and Buffalo. 

The Commissioners: Drs. E. Poppen, W. E. Schuette, Rev. M. P. 
F. Doermann, Mr. A. H. Dornbirer, President C. C. Hein, and the 
District Presidents. 
XIV. Committee. Elections. 

Revs. Otto Ebert, C. F. Mittler, A. R. Wachholz, R. Kibler, Messrs. 
John Schmidt, A. A. Schueren, J. A. Buschmann. 
XV. CoMMITTEE. Translation of Catechism. 


Dr. W. E. Tressel, Revs. L. O. Burry, A. L. Nicklas, A. W. Zell, 
J. Schillinger, A. W. Baumann, Wm. Hohberger, Prof. N. A. Menter, 
Dr. E. Poppen, Dr. J. Sheatsley. 


XVI. Committee. Intersynodical Hymnal. | 
Dr. W. E. Tressel, Revs. W. E. Schramm, Edw. Kuhlman, J. 


Schillinger, W. E. Bensch, Prof. N. A. Menter, Dr. F. J. Firnschild, | 
Dr. E. Poppen. 


XVII. Committez. Statistics. 
Rev. E. H. Meuser and the Statisticians of the Districts. 
XVIII. Committee. Equalization of Traveling Expenses. 


Revs. Otto Ebert, L. F. Freyberg, Wm. J. Lind, * F. 
Rolf, E. Johannessen. 


XIX. Couur rr Frcuses. 


Revs. Ernst Schneppe, O. R. Smith, Messrs. A. H. Meyer, W. 
Wirth, Geo. Goette. 


XX. Committee. Revision. 
Profs. J. A. Dell and W. H. Hellman. 
XXI. Committee. Resolutions. 
Revs. C. G. Wolf and L. Gast. 
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The Forty-Ninth Convention 


OF THE * 


Evangelical Lutheran Joint Synod 


of Ohio and Other States 


The Evangelical Lutheran Joint Synod of Ohio and Other States 
met in its forty-ninth convention, the seventeenth as a delegate body, 
in Christ Lutheran congregation, Rev. C. V. Sheatsley, D. D., pastor, 
from August 23 to 29, 1928. The divine services were held in Christ 
church; the sessions of Synod in Mees Hall of Capital University. 

The Synod was opened with divine services and the celebration 
of the Holy Communion in Christ Church at 8:45 A. M. on Thursday. 
President C. C. Hein, D. D., preached the synodical sermon, basing his 
discourse on John 15:16. Rev. C. F. Mittler of Dayton, Ohio, delivered 
the confessional sermon and then the members of Synod partook of the 
Lord’s Supper. At the close of the service the convention was opened 
by the President with the liturgical service contained in the liturgy 


Synod then proceeded to Mees Hall for the formal organization of 
the body. The organization was effected by the calling of the roll. 
There were present during the convention of Synod 132 delegates ; 
namely, 78 pastors, 46 lay delegates, and 8 teachers. Also 45 
advisory members, and a large number of guests, about 125 of whom 


‘DELEGATES TO JOINT SYNOD 
EASTERN DISTRICT 


0. B 4 
. D. Simen, N. S., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
ward Kuhlmann, Oil City, Pa. 
. E. Barb, Hickory, N. C. 
. G. Wolf, Baltimore, Md. 

H. Meuser, Washington, D. C. 
rnst Schneppe, North Tonawanda, N. . 
Ebert, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Long, Columbus, Ohio. 

Demmler, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
J. Meyers, Chicora, Pa. 
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Mr. E. H. Hiller, Houtzdale, Pa. 

Mr. W. W. Smith, White Marsh, Md. 
Mr. E. Johannessen, Baltimore, Md. 
Mr. Chas. Gloeckler, New York, N. Y. 


WESTERN DISTRICT ~ 


Rev. E. J. Klamfoth, Columbus, Ohio. 
Rev. C. F. Mittler, Dayton, Ohio. 

Rev. A. L. Nicklas, Richmond, Ind. 
Rev. L. L. Loehr, Patricksburg, Ind. 
Rev. E. F. C. Ar Wapakoneta, Ohio. 
Rev. A. W. Zell, Marysville, Ohio. . 
Rev. Prof. G. C. Gast, Columbus, Ohio. 
Rev. O. R. Smith, Mt. Healthy, Ohio. 


Teacher C. A. Bartz, Dayton, Ohio. 
Mr. Wm. Altmann, Columbus, Ohio. 
Mr. A. Margileth, Middleton, Ohio. 
Mr. E. Gerkepott, Dillsboro, Ind. 

Mr. Theo. Roessler, Shelbyville, Ind. 
Mr. Wm. Korn, Anna, Ohio. 

Mr. Chas. Schaefer, Greenville, Ohio. 


ENGLISH DISTRICT 


Lewis Freyberg, Zanesville, Ohio. 
Prof. N. A. Menter, Columbus, Ohio. 
Karl Mueller, West Alexandria, Ohio. 
John A. Griffith, Sandusky, Ohio. 

A. H. Peffly, Lima, Ohio. 

Ray E. Richards, Delaware, Ohio. 

F. L. Poulson, Massillon, Ohio. 

H. W. Eibling, Youngstown, Ohio. 

C. W. Bachmann, Columbus, Ohio. 
Martin J. Alpers, Akron, Ohio. 

Rev. Jacob P. Mosher, Wooster, Ohio. 

Mr. J. C. Stolzenbach, Junction City, Ohio. 
Mr. S. L. Bachmann, Columbus, Ohio. 

Mr. James Cox, Dayton, Ohio. 

Mr. W. L. Bertram, Detroit, Mich. 

Mr. W. S. Yake, Delaware; Ohio. 

Dr. G. L. Schneider, Canton, Ohio. 

Mr. G. A. Poerschke, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


NORTHERN DISTRICT 


Rev. A. Eberle, D. D., Detroit, Mich. 
Rev. F. Firnschild, Wyandotte, Mich. 
Rev. C. F. Miller, Saginaw, Mich. 
James Schillinger, Marion, Ohio. 


Rev 
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Rev. E. W. Bensch, Monroeville, Ohio. 
Rev. Philip Auer, Galion, Ohio. 

Rev. Carl Lieder, Payne, Ohio. 

Rev. A. W. Baumann, Jenera, Ohio. 
Rev. M. L. Friedrich, Detroit, Mich. 

5 Rev. L. F. Mittler, Galion, Ohio. 
Teacher H. Rupp, Saginaw, Mich. 
Teacher A. Schueren, Detroit, Mich. 
Teacher A. H. Meyer, Woodville, Ohio. 
Mr. F. J. Gast, Detroit, Mich. 

Mr. Fred Buchholz, Pigeon, Mich. 
Mr. Fred Rottman, Saginaw, Mich. 
Mr. Henry Mautz, Marion, Ohio. j 
Mr. Albert Zorn, Sandusky, Ohio. 

Mr. P. H. Beiler, Bellevue, Ohio. 

Mr. Christian Westphal, Yoder, Ind. 
Mr. E. J. Niemann, Woodville, Ohio. 


MINNESOTA DISTRICT 


W. E. Vogel, Minneapolis, Minn. 

A. R. Wachholz, Aitkin, Minn. 

W. E. F. Meier, Manson, Iowa. 

F. J. Kordewich, New Leipzig, N. Dak. 
H. W. Krull, Rockwell City, Iowa. 

A. Boese, Lakota, Iowa. 

Rev. Geo. L. Matthiae, Shakopee, Minn. 
Rev. W. F. Lehmann, Comfrey, Minn. 

H. G. Diemer, Belle Fourche, S. Dak. 
Rev. Wm. Uhrich, Gaylord, Minn. 

Prof. Wm. Schmidt, Litt. D., St. Paul, Minn. 
Rev. A. Schempp, Garrison, N. Dak. 
Teacher H. W. Hennigs, Le Mars, Iowa. 
Prof. J. Cornils, St. Paul, Minn. 

Mr. Lorenz Stumpf, Brewster, Minn. 

Mr. J. D. Ahlfs, Le Mars, Iowa. 

Mr. Jacob Fuchs, Willa, N. Dak. 

Mr. E. Rath, Madison, S. Dak. 

Mr. H. Rachut, Titonka, Iowa. 


WISCONSIN DISTRICT 


. W. Ferne, Marshfield, Wis. 
. E. A. Koch, Oshkosh, Wis. 
C. N. Busse, Gary, Ind. 
. W. B. Belk, New Douglas, III. 
E. Koosmann, Birnamwood, Wis. 
. F. Zaiser, Elroy, Wis. 
L. Gast, Green Bay, Wis. pe ie 
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Teacher M. F. Rolf, Mighigan City, Ind. 
Teacher J. A. Buschmann, Oshkosh, Wis. 
Mr. Elgert Fenske, Fall Creek, Wis. 

Mr. Otto Schwefel, Watertown, Wis. 

Mr. H. P. Pruemers, Burlington, Wis. ; 
Mr. J. F. Prange, Mount Olive, III. 


KANSAS-NEBRASKA DISTRICT 


Rev. Wm. J. Lind, Dorrance, Kans. 
Rev. E. E. Zellmer, Kansas City, Mo. 
Rev. A. Eissner, Glenvil, Nebr. 
Rev. H. Koester, Herington, Kans. 
Prof. M. O. Paysen, Hebron, Nebr. 
r. Nic. Ulferts, Loveland, Colo. 

T. J. Mellenbruch, Hiawatha, Kans. 


2 


WASHINGTON DISTRICT 


Idaho. 


TEXAS DISTRICT 


Rev. E. G. Knaak, San Antonio, Texas. 

Rev. J. C C. Felger, Victoria, Texas. 

Rev. R. A. Schmidt, Gonzales, Texas. 

Mr. B. A. Dreibrot, San Antonio, Texas. | 
CALIFORNIA DISTRICT “4 

Rev. W. N. Hohberger, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Rev. H. W. Meyer, Pasadena, Calif 

Mr. N. S. Dasher, Pasadena, Calif 


oFF 


Schmidt, Regina, Sask., Can. 
Wirth, Regina, Sask., Can. 
‘ Pfeiffer, Lemberg, Sask., Can. 


FF 


Rev. T. J. F. Pagels, Galena, III. 
JJ 
Rev. E. M. Butenschoen, Tacoma, Wash. 
Rev. 
Rev. E 
Rev. O . 
Mr. J. J. Curley, Seattle, Wash. 
Mr. O. Oehler, Salem, Ore. 
Mr. W. O. Carter, Walla Walla, Wash. 
Mr. R. Dehnel, Ritzville, Wash. 
CANADA DISTRICT 
n. 
n. 
Can. 


Minn. 
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ADVISORY MEMBERS 


Officers of Synod 
President—Rev. C. C. Hein, D. D., Columbus, Ohio. 


First Vice-President—Rev. E. Poppen, D. D., Grove City, Ohio. 
Second Vice-President — Rev. M. P. F. Doermann, Blue Island, III. 


German Secretary Rev. Prof. W. D. Ahl, St. Paul, Minn. 
English Secretary—Rev. Prof. Carl Ackermann, Ph. D., Colum- 


bus, Ohio. 


General Treasurer—Geo. L. Conrad, Columbus, Ohio. 


Presidents of Districts 


Eastern District—Rev. W. E. Schuette, D. D., Sewickley, Pa. 
Western District—Rev. H. J. Schuh, D. D., Anna, Ohio. 

English District—Rev. W. H. Lehmann, D. D., Fremont, Ohio. 
Northern District—Rev. H. P. Dannecker, D. D., Toledo, Ohio. 
Minnesota District—Rev E. A. Welke, Pine Island, Minn. 
Wisconsin District—Rev. E. Kemena, Michigan City, Ind. 
Kansas-Nebraska District—Rev. M. Stricker, Bird City, Kans. 
Washington District—Rev. L. Ludwig, Portland, Ore. 

Teras District—Rev. Nic. Frueh, La Vernia, Texas. 


Presidents of Boards 


. W. Allwardt, Theological Seminary, Columbus, Ohio. 
Hax, D. D., Capital University, Columbus, Ohio. 
A. 0. Ernst, St. Paul Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. 


Fri 

D. Simen, St. John’s Academy, Petersburg, W. Va. 

. L. Nicklas, Wernle Orphans’ Home, Richmond, Ind. 

. H. Eisenbach, St. John’s Lutheran Homes, Mars, Pa. 
+Rev. P. J. Haupt, St. John's Home and Hospital, Springfield, 


Mr. H. H. Ochs, Grace Lutheran Sanatorium, San Antonio, 


Texas. 


Rev. H. Kroeger, St. Paul’s Old Folks’ and Children’s Home, 


Melville, Sask., Can. 


Rev. Geo. S. Schultz, Board of Aids. 
Rev. H. P. Dannecker, D. D., Board of Home Missions. 
Rev. C. V. Sheatsley, D. D., Board of Foreign Missions 


*Represented by Rev. O. A. Fischer, Vice-Pres., Anaheim, Calif. 
TRepresented by Rev. J. H. Prange. 
tAbsent. 
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*California District—Rev. G. F. Pauschert, Santa Ana, Calif. N 
Canada District—Rev. E. G. Hertz, Melville, Sask., Can. 1 
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Rev. D. F. Schultz, Board of Colored Missions. 
C. W. Pflueger, Board of Publications. 
Mr. W. L. Voeller, rd of Administration. 
. August Scheffler, Canadian Board of Management. 


| Representatives of Boards 
. J. H. Schneider, D. D., Secretary of Foreign Mission Board. 
H. F. Richards, Superintendent of Colored Missions. 
Ralph H. Long, Stewardship Secretary. 


Presidents of Institutions 


Prof. Otto Mees, D. D., Capital University, Columbus, Ohio. 
| Prof. R. C. H. Lenski, D. D., Theological Seminary, Columbus, 
Ohio. 


Prof. H. K. G. Doermann, D. D., St. Paul Luther Seminary, St. 
Paul, Minn. 

Prof. W. F. Schmidt, St. Paul Luther College, St. Paul, Minn. 

Prof. W. P. Hieronymus, Hebron College and Academy, Hebron, 
Prof. A. E. Krause, D. D., St. John’s Academy, Petersburg, 
W. Va. 

Prof. Rex Schneider, Luther College of Regina, Regina, Sask., 
Can. 

Prof. W. H. Hellman, Vice-Pres., Spokane College, Spokane, 
Wash. 


Superintendents of Charitable Institutions 


+Rev. Carl D. Fischer, Warden, Wernle Orphans’ Home, Rich- 
mond, Ind. 

Rev. E. G. Spoehr, Superintendent, St. John’s Homes, Mars, Pa. 

Rev. Wm. von Fischer, Superintendent, St. John’s Home and 
Hospital, Springfield, Minn. 

Rev. Paul F. Hein, D. D., Superintendent, Grace Lutheran. 
Sanatorium, San Antonio, Texas. 


Manager of the Book Concern — 
Mr. A. H. Dornbirer, Columbus, Ohio. 


{Alternate for Dr. H. Ernst. 
§$Represented by Rev. Max von Fischer. 
tAbsent. 
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VISITORS FROM OTHER SYNODS s 


Iowa Synod ' Buffalo Synod 
President G. A. Fandrey Prof. E. Denef 
Rev. P. Kluepfel 
Prof; J. Bodensieck 
Rev. W. Kraushaar Norwegian Lutheran Church 
Rev. H. Schalkhausser President Aasgaard 
Rev. M. Brueckner . D. D. 
Rev. B. Brueckner 
Rev. T. G. Klinksick 
Rev. A. O. Zeitner National Lutheran Council 
Rev. C. G. Prottengeier Rev. J. A. Morehead, D. D. 


BUSINESS OF SYNOD 


The business of Synod was transacted in fourteen sessions, three 
of which were held in the evening. In addition a Laymen’s meeting 
was held on Friday evening which was addressed by some of our 
own laymen and by the Hon. Herman Ekern of Wisconsin. 


Each of the sessions was opened by a devotional service conducted 
by one of the Chaplains, Revs. E. A. Koch and E. G. Knaak. In 
connection with a number of the devotions, short addresses were made, 
usually on a topic appropriate to the business assigned to the day. 
On Thnggday afternoon Prof. H. Schmidt spoke on “An Open Door“; : 
on Thursday evening Rev. Carl Doermann on “Come Over and Help 
Us”; on Friday morning Pres. W. F. Schmidt on “Teaching Them to 
Observe All Things”; on Saturday morning Rev. E. Zellmer on 
“Apostolic Missionary Activity”; on Monday morning Rev. Ralph H. 
Long on “Stewards of God”; on Tuesday morning Rev. L. Gast on 
“Christian Literature”; and on Wednesday morning Rev. C. N. Busse 
on Abounding in the Work of the Lord.“ 


Professors Mayer and Paysen acted as organists. 8 
Rev. Henry Koch acted as Publicity Manager for the public 

press. 
The rules and order of business as presented by the President on 


pages 32 to 34 were adopted as the rules and order of business of 
this meeting of Synod. 
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REPORTS OF THE PRELIMINARY 
COMMITTEE 


ACTION OF SYNOD ON THE SAME 


REPORT OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE 
President’s Message and Report 
(As Adopted by Synod) 
A. GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS 


1. We recommend that a committee on revision be appointed to 
which all resolutions of this convention shall be referred for revision. 
If found incorrect and ambiguous, the committee shall resubmit the 
resolutions to Synod in their proper form. 

2. We suggest that Joint Synod adopt the resolutions proposed by 
the General President on page 32 of the Official Report. 

3. We recommend the adoption of the Order of Business as 
found on pages 33 and 34 of the Official Report. 


B. PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


1. We agree with the honorable General President that Joint 
Synod’s progress in the work of Christian Education has been re- 
markable and therefore we rejoice over this progress of which half 
a century, nay, a quarter century ago Synod did not dream, and 
recognizing the importance of our educational institutions, with joy- 
ous hearts we confess, “the Lord has done great things for us whereof 
we are glad.“ 

2. Although we consider it the foremost object of our educational 
institutions to train pastors and teachers, yet we hold it the holy 
duty af Synod to provide to the best of its ability for the higher 
education of our youth in a Christian spirit; in view of the fact 
that present day secular institutions of higher learning are often 
endangering the faith of our youth. 

3. We agree with our honorable General President that those to 
whose care Joint Synod has entrusted its schools should ever be on 
their guard that nothing un-Lutheran and un-Christian be tolerated 
in these schools, and to put forth every effort that they retain in 
every respect in college life, college activities, college lectures and 
entertainments, no less than in all college instruction, their specifically 
Christian and distinctively Lutheran character. “Our Lutheran people 
want to send their children to a Lutheran school.” 
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4. In Regard to Elementary Education: 


a) We deplore with the honorable President the evident neglect 
of this very important branch of the work of the Church. 

b) We agree with our honorable President that in addition to 
the Sunday-school, a week day religious school and a vacation Bible 
school in every congregation, both for the children of the congregation 
and those without any church connection should be the goal wherever 
the establishment of a parish school is an impossibility. 

c) In order to further this whole work as much as possible we 
urge our pastors and congregations to interest our young men and 
women not only in Sunday-school conventions, institutes and chau- 
tauquas, but also, to send them to our synodical institutions where 
competent training in the work of Christian education is offered. 

d) We endorse the resolution of the Northern District to petition 
Joint Synod to establish a permanent commission on Christian Day 
School. 

e) We recommend that Synod advise all districts and all pastoral 
conferences to discuss the subject of elementary Christian enpention 
during the jubilee year of the Lutheran catechism. 

5. We most heartily agree with the worthy General President 
that although the work of Christian Education is of the utmost im- 
portance, yet on account of its activity we dare not neglect the work 
of missions especially for all other activities in the building of the 
Kingdom of God. Mission work should be first on Synod’s program 
and on the program of every congregation, and of every individual 
Christian, and it should be the very last to feel the lack of funds. 


C. PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


1. We commend the action of the honorable President in attend- 
ing the conventions of all the districts and especially commend him 
for his zeal in visiting the outlying districts twice in the last biennium. 


2. We approve the action of the honorable President in appoint- 
ing the various committees and officials as found on pages 15 and 16 
of the Official Report. 


D. ANNIVERSARIES 


1. With the honorable General President we recognize the fact 
that by the Grace of God the Church of the Reformation is about to 
celebrate the quadricentennial of the Catechism, the 400th anniversary 
of the Marburg Colloquy, the quadricentennial of the Augsburg 
Confession and the 350th anniversary of the Book of Concord. 


2. We therefore propose that the recommendations of the General 
President as found on pages 27-29 be carried out. 
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REPORT OF THE SECOND COMMITTEE 
Educational Institutions 


(As Adopted by Synod) 
A. “OUR SEMINARIES 


1. In regard to transferring Luther Seminary to Columbus, we 
recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 

That for the present the Seminary be left in St. Paul; that in 
case of emergency the decision what to do be left to the St. Paul 
Board and the President and two Vice-Presidents of Synod; but that 
the Board of St. Paul Seminary be instructed not to call any pro- 
fessor in case of a vacancy. 

2. With our honorable President we recommend that our ven- 
erable Dr. H. Ernst continue to receive his present salary and be 
permitted to occupy his present residence until the Lord calls him 
into His Church Triumphant. While Synod would surely appreciate 
it if he could still devote a part of his time to our seminary work, 
yet the decision as to the time of his retirement should be left to 
him. 

3. Whereas, it has pleased God in His providence to call Doctors 
Edw. Pfeiffer and K. Hemminghaus to their eternal rest during the 
past biennium, and 

Whereas we are gratefully cognizant of the fact that these men 
have served Joint Synod faithfully as professors for many years, 


We, therefore, recommend that Joint Synod open the Monday 
afternoon session with a brief memorial service in their honor. 


B. THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, COLUMBUS, OHIO 


1. We rejoice that in the person of Prof. Jacob Dell the Board 
has secured a competent successor to the sainted Dr. Edw. Pfeiffer. 

2. We recommend that the Board be granted authority to call a 
fifth professor. 

3. We approve of the plan of the Board and Faculty for addi- 
tional courses to the seminary curriculum, as outlined on page 36 
of the Official Report, and recommend that they carry out this plan 
to the best of their ability. 


C. CAPITAL UNIVERSITY, COLUMBUS, OHIO 


1. We recommend that the request of the Board that Joint 
Synod establish a Chair of Associate Professor of Bible be granted. 

2. We recommend the discontinuation of the Academy as re- 
quested by the Board. 

3. We extend a vote of 3 to the Alumni of Capital 
University for the fine athletic field presented to the institution. 
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4. We approve of the action of the Board increasing the tuition 
in the college to $150 per annum. This increase does not apply to 
students coming from congregations which are served by pastors 
of Joint Synod and support the work of Synod. 

5. We ask the Board to rescind its action of granting 50 per cent 
rebate to children of pastors and teachers of Joint Synod. 

6. We recommend that the matter of making concessions in 
special cases in regard to tuition be left to the discretion of the Board 
of the respective educational institutions. | 

7. We recommend that the Board be authorized and empowered 
to borrow $18,000 to $20,000 to erect a suitable residence for the 
president of Capital University. The interest on this money is to 
be taken care of by the Capital University treasury. 

8. We recommend that the full salary schedule for all Assist- 
ants, Associates, Professors and Presidents of all our institutions, 
as recommended in 1926, be put into effect on January 1, 1929, inas- 
much also as this will not increase the appropriations of two years 


9. We recommend that the Board of Capital University be given 
permission to appoint a Fiscal Agent, with the understanding that he 
work under the direction of the Board and in closest cooperation with 
the Stewardship Secretary, provided such appointment will not require 
increased appropriation from Synod. 

10. We approve of the action of the Board in leasing the prop- 
erty east of the campus to the . 
maintenance of a Library building. 


D. ST. PAUL-LUTHER COLLEGE, ST. PAUL, MINN. 


1. We express our gratitude to the Lord and to the Professors 
Dr. Wm. Schmidt and Dr. G. Kroening for the many years of faithful 
service which they were permitted to render to our church, and we 
recommend that they be granted a pension of $1,000 each per annum 
from the General Treasury. 

2. We recommend that the Board be granted permission to in- 
troduce upper division courses in Religious Education and Fine Arts, 
with the understanding that no additional expenses to Synod be 
involved. 

8. We concur with the Finance Committee in recommending that 
permission be granted to the Board to gather the sum of $10,000 
within the Minnesota and Wisconsin Districts toward erection of a 
church on the college grounds. 

4. Weconcur with the action of the Committee on Administration 
in regard to leasing a part of the Luther College grounds to St. Paul’s 
congregation. 
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E. HEBRON COLLEGE AND ACADEMY 


1. We rejoice in the success of Hebron College and Academy, 
and we are pleased to note that the work of the Junior College has 
been approved by the University of Nebraska and the North Central 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 

2. In answer to the request of the Board for a renewal of the 
authority to launch a financial campaign we refer to the recommen- 
dation of the Finance Committee which covers this matter. 


F. LUTHER COLLEGE, REGINA, CANADA 


Concerning the request for a building at Regina to relieve the 
pressing need to care for the large number of students, the repre- 
sentatives of the College have agreed not to urge their request in view 
of the recommendation of the Finance Committee for a general effort 
in 1930 which is to come before your body. It is hoped that Synod 
will act favorably on this latter recommendation which will encourage 
and satisfy those who are pleading for this educational institution. 


G. ST. JOHN’S ACADEMY, PETERSBURG, W. VA. 


Resolved that Synod keep in mind its resolution of 1926, granting 
Petersburg school permission to enter upon Junior College work, 
and that this permission be renewed at this time. 


H. SPOKANE COLLEGE 


1. We heartily approve of all actions taken by our honorable 
President in regard to Spokane College. 

2. We recommend that the present arrangement with Spokane 
College to the extent of two professorships, be continued as it is 


I, LUTHERAN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 


In ͤ view of the great significance to the Lutheran Church of the 
Jubilee Year 1930 we recommend that the year 1930 be officially set 
aside to be known as Educational Year with a view to giving special 
moral and material 
in the field of Higher Education. 


J. REPORT ON NEED OF MEN AND MONEY 


1. We deeply deplore that the unfavorable impression has gone 
out that we have a surplus of candidates for the ministry. We must 
go forward in this work since the need of the Synod will require 
more men than ever before. 

2. 
pages 140-142 of the Official Report, 
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K. RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION 


In view of the great importance of the Department of Religious 
Instruction in our church institutions, we earnestly urge the Boards 
of our several institutions to work toward the end of placing the 
religious instruction in the hands of specifically trained workers. 

Finally we express our gratitude to God that according to the 
reports of all our educational institutions their work has been very 
successful, and we pray that also in the future His blessing may rest 
upon our Boards, faculties and students. ; 


REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE 
Charitable Institutions and Board of Aids 


(As Adopted by Synod) 
I. CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS 


A. Wernle Orphans’ Home, Richmond, Ind. 

1. 
to carry on this work without interruption for 50 years. 

2. We recommend that the Board arrange for a fitting celebra- 
tion of this golden anniversary. 

3. We are satisfied with the policy of our Orphans’ Home and 
wish it to continue as it is; however, we deem it advisable that a 
commission be appointed to look into the matter of placement work. 

4. We express our appreciation of the services of Mr. Edgar 
Hirschfield and Mr. Walter Klehfoth as auditors. 


5. In regard to the question of the M. D. O., we refer the Board 
to the resolution of Joint Synod on page 234 of the 1926 minutes. 


B. St. John’s Home, Mars, Pa. 


1. We rejoice that during the last biennium the Lord has again 
blessed our work in this home. 


2. We recommend that the superintendent of the Mars Home 
hereafter devote his entire time to the superintendency and that the 


proposed remodeling of part of the new hospital into a dwelling for 


C. St. John’s Old Folks’ Home and Hospital, Springfield, Minn. 


We rejoice that the Lord's blessing has _ rested visibly upon this 
institution during the last biennium. We commend the Board for 
its efficient 
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D. St. Paul’s Lutheran Old Folks’ and Children’s Home, 
Melville, Sask. 


1. We recommend that the Board submit its constitution to 
Synod in 1930 with the necessary modifications. 

2. We recommend, in accordance with the resolution of the 
Canada District, that representatives of other Synods be admitted 
as advisory members of the Board, if their respective church bodies 
contribute materially toward the maintenance of the institution. 

3. Respecting the sale of the property at Melville, we recommend 
that the matter be left in the hands of the Canada District and the 
Board of Trustees of Joint Synod. 


E. Grace Lutheran Sanatorium, San Antonio, Texas 


1. We are gratified with the success of this institution in the 

work of Christian mercy. 

2. We heartily recommend to our people a generous purchase of 
our own Christmas seals, so that the expansion proposed by the 
Sanatorium Board may be effected as soon as possible. 

3. We recommend the appropriations of the Finance Committee. 


Il. BOARD OF AIDS 


1. We note with sincere gratitude the present improved con- 
dition of this treasury. 

2. We commend the Board for its efficient and thoughtful ad- 
ministration, especially also for remembering the beneficiaries with a 
Christmas check. 

3. We recommend that the new rules, proposed by the Board 
and found on page 62 of the Official Report, be adopted. 

4. With reference to the request of the Wisconsin District, page 
175, No. 2, we do not deem it advisable to change the rules of the 
Board of Aids to take care of such cases. 

5. We call attention to the fact that both Rev. C. H. Althoff 
and Prof. C. Vogel have served Joint Synod on the Board of Aids for 
the last 25 years, and we recommend that synod show its appreciation 
of their untiring service by a rising vote. 


REPORT OF THE FOURTH COMMITTEE 
Home Missions, Inner Missions and Student Service 


(As Adopted by Synod) 
Your committee on Missions begs leave to report the following: 
1. Home Missions. Page 68. 


a. We rejoice that our Home Mission Board is able to report 
a total of 130 missionaries, serving 200 congregations and 65 mission 
stations in the United States and Canada and that the total number 
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of communicants gained during the past year is 2300, an average of 
16 per cent gain, a very fair record. 

b. We commend our missionaries and their wives for their 
faithfulness and spirit of self-sacrifice and encourage them to put forth 


their best efforts for even greater achievements in this important 
work of the church. 


e. In order to release funds for other promising fields, we urge 
the various District Missions Committees to combine, wherever pos- 
sible, missions of slow growth or of no prospect. 


d. In view of the great importance and the unusual 1 
in the field of Home Missions, we recommend an appropriation of 
$150,000 for each of the next two years, including Immigrant Work 
in Canada. 

e. We recommend that Synod give Rev. E. F. W. Stellhorn a 
rising vote of thanks for his untiring and faithful work as executive 
and field secretary of the Home Mission Board during the last fourteen 
years. 

f. In view of the fact that four districts of Synod have salaried 
presidents, who supervise the work of missions in their respective 
districts, and since the Canada district requests a Missionary Superin- 
tendent of its own, we recommend that Joint Synod discontinue the 
office of Field Secretary. 


2. Parsonage Building Fund. Page 64. 
a. Wecommend the Women’s Missionary Conference for creating 


a Parsonage Building Fund and encourage the good ladies in this, their 
noble work. 


b. We recommend the adoption of the rules governing loans from 
the Parsonage Building Fund. 


3. Church Building Fund. Page 64. 


In regard to our Church Building Fund, we recommend that 
Synod’s aim for the next biennium shall be $50,000 per year, exclusive 
of refunds. 


4. Minnesota District Request. Page 175, item 2. 


In reply to the request of the Minnesota District, page 175, 
item 2, of the official report, we recommend that the rule of Synod 
in this matter remain unchanged. 


5. Canada District Request. Pages 145-146. 

a. We recommend that the request of the Canada District to 
abolish the Immigration Commission be granted, and that the mis- 
sionary work under supervision of the District Missions Committee. 

b. Regarding the request of the Canada District for an appro- 


priation of $3,500 for Immigration Work, we recommend that the 
Canada District include this amount in its Home Mission Budget. 
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6. Evangelism. Pages 148-146. 


a. We heartily approve the work of the Commission on Evan- 
gelization and urge all members of Synod to give this Commission the 
full cooperation which this important work deserves. 

b. We approve the lay readers course as outlined by the Com- 
mission on Evangelization in conjunction with the faculty of Capital 
University, as found outlined on page 145 of the Official Report, and 
recommend that the arrangements for the conducting of this service 
be left to the individual districts. 

c. We endorse the answer which the Commission on Evan- 
gelization has given in answer to the question submitted by the Great 
Lakes Conference of the English District, regarding lay n. as 
found on page 145 of the Official Report. 

d. We remind Synod of its rule, that the plate . 
First Sunday after Epiphany should be devoted to the cause of this 
Commission. 

e. Regarding the request of the Kansas-Nebraska District to 
call one or more evangelists for the special work of Evangelism and 
to add a sufficient sum to the Home Mission budget to pay their 
salary, it is our opinion, that Joint Synod is not yet ready to take 
definite action in this matter. 

f. We refer the petition of the Kansas-Nebraska District, page 
175, to the commission on Evangelization, and request it to bring a 
definite and practical plan for a better method of carrying on the 
work of evangelization in Joint Synod. 


7. Inner Missions. Pages 150-151. 


We commend the work of the Inner Mission Commission and 


recommend that the work be continued, urging the hearty cooperation 
of all brethren of Synod. 


8. Commission on School for Parish Workers. Pages 148-150. 
We recommend: 


a) That in our opinion it is the duty of Synod to educate parish 
workers. 


b) That these parish workers be educated in our educational 
institutions. 


c) That if suitable courses are not now offered, that they should 
be provided for at the expense of the respective institutions. 


9. Student Service. Page 153. 


Recognizing the great importance of Student Service work, we 
endorse recommendations 1 and 2 of the committee on Student Service. 


10. Request from the Buffalo Synod. Page 31. 

a. We recommend that the request of the honorable Buffalo 
Synod be granted, that Joint Synod instruct its General Treasurer to 
turn over the interest of the funds, held and invested by Joint 
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Synod for Mission Work among the Jews, to the Synod of Buffalo, as 
well as all contributions for Jewish Mission work which may be sent to 
the General Treasurer. | 

b. We recommend that Joint Synod authorize its General Presi- 
dent to see to it that we are represented on the Jewish Mission 
Committee of the Synod of Buffalo. 


The recommendations on the subject of Evangelism in this report 
led to a very spirited discussion of the whole subject and gave evidence 
of the keen interest in the subject on the part of the members of Synod. 

In the consideration of section 9, Rev. Bierstedt, a member of the 
committee on Student service, presented the cause to Synod and made 
a plea for the cooperation of the pastors in taking care of the work. 


REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE 
Foreign Missions 


(As Adopted by Synod) 


1. After reading the report of the Board of Foreign Missions the 
committee is convinced that there is every reason to rejoice over the 
many blessings of God upon our work in India during the past 
biennium. 

2. We rejoice that the number of our missionaries has not been 
reduced by any cause and that all of them are in sufficient health to 
carry on their work efficiently. — 

8. The efforts of the India Conference to do more evangelistic 
work is highly commendable and the rearrangement of the school 
work, which has taken the students from the High School and made 
them assistants to the teachers of the Lower Elementary Schools 
thereby releasing the teachers for evangelistic work, bears the ap- 
proval of Synod, but provision must be made that this rearrangement 
be only temporary in order that the future of the work might not be 
hindered. 

4. We approve the school plan devised by the India Conference 
to consolidate the schools, higher than the fifth grade, putting the 
pupils of the present Higher Elementary and the Middle Schools 
together, and removing the High School from Tirupati to some more 
suitable place. We also endorse the resolution of the Board of Foreign 
Missions which reads, “Resolved, That the Board of Foreign Missions 
request the Honorable Joint Synod to give this plan its approval and 
to permit the returned missionaries, Rev. C. D. Schwan and Rev. C. M. 
Doermann, permission to solicit in a personal manner among the 
friends of missions, the funds necessary to carry out this proposed 
plan.” This will require a sum of approximately $50,000 to be raised 
within one year, the period of furlough of the missionaries involved. 


0 

a, 

— — — —— 

4 

> 

7 

1 

* 


214 kv. LUTH. JT. SYNOD OF OHIO AND OTHER STATES 


5. We note with satisfaction and thankfulness to God that our 
people during the last biennium have responded so liberally by special 
gifts to the appeals the Board of Foreign Missions. In this 
connection we call, your attention especially to the generous response 
of the Women’s 113 Conference, Junior Mission Bands and the 
congregations supporting missionaries and pupils. 

6. We approve the efforts of the India Conference to christianize 
all higher educational work. 

7. Your committee suggests that Synod by rising express its 
appreciation of the many years of service of Dr. Edward Pfeiffer 
rendered in the cause of foreign missions and that a suitable memorial 
be prepared and inserted in the record of the proceedings of this 
convention. 


8. We recommend that the entire matter pertaining to the Her- 


mannsburg situation be referred to the Board of Foreign Missions 
for final adjustment. 


REPORT OF THE SIXTH COMMITTEE 
Colored and Mexican Missions 


(As Adopted by Synod) 
Your committee begs to submit the following report: 


A. COLORED MISSIONS 


1. Your committee rejoices that at last a number of white 
pastors have accepted calls to this branch of the Lord’s work, and 
hopes that future experiments with doubtful characters will be 
unnecessary. 

2. We express our appreciation that the work is being carried on 
successfully, noting a gain of 84 communicants during 1927 and 
123 during the first six months of 1928. 

3. We endorse the action of the board in not establishing new 
missions under present conditions. 

4. We deplore the low religious standards prevailing among the 
negroes in general and realize our obligation to help by teaching 
and preaching the pure gospel. 

5. We endorse the purchase of property at Mobile, and trust that 
the necessary money will be made available for the erection of the 
contemplated church building. 

6. We are glad that statistics show a net gain of 112 confirmed 
members, or 28 per cent gain, and that the finances appear to be in 
a healthy condition. 


B. MEXICAN MISSIONS 


1. We commend the board appointed by the General President 
for assuming immediate supervision of this phase of Synod’s work. 
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2. We commend the Women’s Missionary Conference for their 
moral and financial support and urge them to continue to foster 
this work in the spirit of Mrs. Kuhlman's report. 

8. We rejoice: 

a) That the board was enabled to colloquize and to ordain 
Germane Vasquez, whose mother tongue is the Spanish. 

b) That there are three native boys anxious to prepare as 
catechists. 

4. We commend the board and the workers for carrying on 
elementary Christian education so energetically. — 

5. Since encouraging progress has been made in Texas, we 
deplore that under existing conditions missionary activities cannot be 
carried on in Old Mexico. 

6. We recommend the establishment of an evangelistic center 
at San Antonio with the view of preparing Mexicans for church 
work. 

7. We recommend the granting of petition No. 1, 

8. We recommend that petition No. 2 be granted. 


Encouraging reports of the Colored Mission work were given the 
Synod by Revs. Richards and Drum. Also by the Mexican Mission 
Board of the outlook in that field of labor. 


REPORT OF THE SEVENTH COMMITTEE 


Finances 
(As Adopted by Synod) 
I. SYNODICAL BUDGET. Page 127-137 
Capital University 842,000.00 
St. Paul-Luther College 338,450.00 
Hebron College and Academy 23,400.00 
Luther College of Regina 16,000.00 
St. John’s 10,160.00 
Pension for Professors ... 2,000.00 
Total for Educational Institutions ......... $139,010.00 

Wernle Orphans’ Home 389,000.00 
Mars Orphans’ Home 17,220.00 
Springfield Home and Hospital 7,200.00 


*Includes salary for a fifth theological professor. 
+$14,400.00 in 1930. 
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Total for Charitable Institutions 42,020.00 
Home Missions and Canadian Immi- 


$150,000.00 
Church Building Fung 50,000.00 
Foreign Missions 58,000.00 
Colored Missions D 135,000.00 
Mexican Missions 5,400.00 
25,000.00 
Administration and special. 46,216.44 


Synod resolved that the quota for the next biennium should be 
$5.00, with the understanding that the surplus over the regular 
appropriations be applied on the deficit. 


Il. INSTITUTIONS 


1. We approve the request of the Capital University to borrow 
$18,000 to $20,000 to erect a suitable residence for its president, 
the interest to be paid by Capital University. (Page 39.) 

2. We approve the recommendation to grant the full salary 
scale for heads of institutions, professors and assistant and associate 
professors, such salary increases to go into effect January 1, 1929. 
(P. 39.) 

8. We approve the appointment of a fiscal agent for Capital 
University provided such appointment will not require an increased 
appropriation by Synod. (Page 39.) 

4. The Finance Committee approves the recommendation of the 
Committee on Educational Institutions to grant permission to the 
Board of St. Paul-Luther College to raise $10,000 by personal solicita- 
tion for the erection of a new church on their campus, this solicitation 
to be confined to the Minnesota and Wisconsin Districts. We, however, 

wish to add a proviso that building operations should not be begun 
before the $10,000 have been raised and are on hand. In case the 
congregation should leave Synod the sum contributed shall be repaid. 
(Pages 41 and 175.) 

5. We recommend that inasmuch as Joint Snyod’s policy has been 
to build no more professors’ residences, the Board of St. John’s 
Academy, Petersburg, find other ways and means to provide for this 
want. In regard to requests for salary increases we refer to the 
resolution adopting the increased salary scale. (Page 49.) 


tIncludes $10,000 for new buildings, 
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Melville Orphans’ Home 3,600.00 
San Antonio Sanatorium 5,000.00 
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III. CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS 


1. In regard to the question about the Wernle Orphans’ Home’s 
proportion of the Million Dollar Offering, we reaffirm the resolution 
of 1926, in which the obligation to the Orphans’ Home from this 
fund is acknowledged, and leave the matter to the Board of Trustees 
to adjust. (Page 52.) 

2. We approve the request made by the committee on charitable 
institutions to allow San Antonio Sanatorium to erect a new building 
costing $50,000 when the proceeds from the sale of Christmas seals are 
of sufficient amount and the Board of Trustees deems it advisable. 
(Page 59.) 

IV. VARIOUS 


1. The Committee on Foreign Missions requests permission to 
allow Rev. Doermann and Rev. Schwan to solicit funds in a personal 
manner among the friends of missions to carry out their proposed 
plan, which contemplates the erection of a school and dormitory at 
the cost of about $50,000. The Finance Committee favors this 
plan provided the work is done after a conference with our Steward- 
ship Secretary and in a manner agreeable to him. 

2. In view of the pending merger of the honorable Buffalo, Iowa 
and Ohio Synods, and 

In view of the pressing needs of our Home Mission Work, and 

In view of the real emergency needs of several of our educational 
institutions, 

Be it resolved, That Joint Synod authorize a Thankoffering of 
$1,000,000. The sum raised is to be used in the following order: 

First, the synodical debt is to be liquidated; 

Secondly, a sum of $200,000 is to be set aside for the Church 
Building Fund; 

Thirdly, the balance remaining is to be distributed among Luther 
College of Regina, Hebron College and Academy, St. John’s Academy, 
and Capital University, according to their most pressing needs by 
the College of Presidents, Finance Committee, and Board of Trustees. 

The Thankoffering is to be gathered at such a time and in such 
a manner as is determined by the Finance Committee and the College 
of Presidents meeting in conjunction. 

It is understood that the erection of new buildings is not to 
commence until the actual cash is on hand. 

The committee is to prepare a statement of all debts including 
the debts of all the Boards. 

3. After a discussion of the appropriation for Student Service 
a resolution was passed to distribute the $2,000 appropriation for 
Student Work as follows: $600.00 towards the support of Rev. 
Schoeler, $600.00 to the support of Rev. Fritz at Pullman with the 
understanding that the missions committee of the Washington District 
pay the balance of the salary. $700.00 to go towards expansion work 
and $100.00 for miscellaneous expenses of the commission. 
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4. We recommend that the $2,000 required for pensions for 
professors at St. Paul be added to the budget of the General Treasury. 


5. We recommend that the request of Dr. Aasgaard, president 
of the Norwegian Lutheran Church, for an annual appropriation of 
$5,000 for Spokane College be granted. 


6. We recommend that the budget for Administration Fund be 
increased to $40,000 to provide for the extra expenses such as an 
assistant to the Stewardship Secretary and other things not included 
in the printed budget. 

7. “Representatives of the Finance committees of the various 
Districts (English, Eastern, Western, Northern, Wisconsin, Kansas- 
Nebraska, Washin ia, Canada) of Synod urgently re- 
quest the Synodical Finance Committee to recommend to Joint Synod 
that a plan to meet our Synodical Benevolence requirements similar 
to that used in the English District this year be outlined and in- 
augurated throughout the Joint Synod.” We endorse this request. 

8. In regard to the suggestion of the English District, page 175, 
to distribute the Synodical Budget among the districts, we recommend 
this to the favorable consideration of the Finance Committee. 

9. Your committee believes that a part of the profits of the 
Lutheran Book Concern should again be made available for the budget 
of Synod in 1929-1930. 


10. We recommend: 

a) That Synod designate the first half of October for the iit 
of $9,720 for the National Lutheran Council Relief work; 

b) That our General President issue an appeal for a special 
offering for this purpose. 


Under 7 Synod was told of the success with which this plan met 
in the English District. 


REPORT OF THE EIGHTH COMBE 
Administration Affairs 
(As Adopted by Synod) 
Your attention is respectfully directed to the following: 
I. SYNODICAL FINANCES AS REFERRED TO IN THE 
PRESIDENT’S COMMUNICATIONS 


Your committee recommends that the Joint Synod authorize the 
Finance Committee to appoint an assistant to the Stewardship Sec- 
retary with headquarters west of Cateage, same meeting with the 
approval of the Board of Trustees. 
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Il. INCORPORATION. OF ST. PAUL-LUTHER COLLEGE 


We recommend that Joint Synod adopt the certificate of Incor- 
poration of St. Paul-Luther College at St. Paul, Minn., as per pages 
40-44 of the Official Report. 


III. REPORT OF THE BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION 


a) We approve of the action of the Administration Board in 
the disposal of the Woodville properties in conjunction with the 
Report of the 7th Committee, Joint Synod minutes of 1926, Page 236, 
Art. X. 

b) We recommend that the monies derived from the disposal of 
the Woodville properties be applied on the Million Dollar Offering 
deficit. 

c) We call attention to the fact that the three new buildings 
at Capital University, as authorized by Synod, have been completed 
at approximately the amount appropriated. 


d) We call Synod’s attention to the death of the late Mr. G. C. 


Horst, who for many years faithfully served on the Administration 
Board. 

e) We recommend that Synod disapprove of the suggestion that 
at the end of each biennium the Board of Administration apply on the 
Million Dollar Offering overdraft all credit balances in the various 
treasuries (except special funds) until the overdraft has been ex- 
hausted. (Official Report, page 85, paragraph 16.) 

f) We recommend that Synod for legal purposes change name 
of “Board of Administration” to “Board of Trustees of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Joint Synod of Ohio and Other States.” 

g) The committee calls your attention to the fact that the 
treasurers of the Canada District, Rev. Pflueger ud Rev. Scheffler, 
have both done théir work gratuitously. , 


IV. RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES 


We recommend that Synod adopt the Rules and Regulations of the 
Board of Trustees of the Evangelical Lutheran Joint Synod of Ohio 
and Other States (official report, pages 86-91). 


V. FINANCE COMMITTEE 


a) Your attention is called to the report of the Finance Com- 
mittee as found on pages 91 to 93. This committee was authorized 


by Joint Synod at its convention in 1926 and this is its first report. 


As finances have a large part in our work, the efforts of this com- 
mittee will be felt in all of our synodical work. 

The General President in his communication has this paragraph 
on Synodical Finance: “Our people have been most liberal and in view 
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of this liberality of the past and Rev. Long’s efforts in behalf of 
our treasuries at the present, I say, we have no reason to retrench. 
Forward in the name of the Lord.” (Official Report, page 16.) 


Your Finance Committee joins in this note of confidence in our 
people, and we direct your particular attention to the closing para- 
graphs of this report (Official Reports, page 92 and 93) reading: 
“In closing we wish again to say that the Stewardship Secretary 
can do very little by himself to reduce our deficit. We need the 
whole-hearted cooperation of the pastors and vestrymen of every 
congregation in Synod. We do not believe in retrenchment as a 
permanent policy. We believe that as Christians we must 
optimistically take the field and aggressively wage a campaign for 
more funds while at the same time doing everything in our power to 
manage our institutions as economically as possible. 


“We need your interest in the larger work of the church. Progress 
has been made for which we are all thankful. More can and must 
be done. Let us all earnestly resolve to try our utmost to meet the 
$5.00 quota per communicant suggested for this biennium. The 
rank and file will respond if our leaders will present the need to them 
in a sympathetic and courageous manner.” 

b) This committee endorses the five recommendations of the 
Finance Committee as per page 92. 

The Finance Committee has several recommendations to make to 
Synod: 

1. That we express our appreciation and thanks to God for the 
progress that has been made in balancing synodical accounts. 

2. That synod designate November of each year as Stewardship 
month. We recommend that church papers devote one issue to this 
work of the church and that all pastors stress the need for stewardship 
at this time. 

3. We recommend that an annual statement of finances be made 
by institutional treasuries to our committee. 

4. We recommend that synod authorize a bond issue to liquidate 
the deficit in the treasury. 

c) Inasmuch as the General President’s work has been so effi- 
cient, and because of his outstanding gifts for this position, and out of 
appreciation for these services, your committee recommends that 
Joint Synod fix the salary of General President, Dr. C. C. Hein, 
at $4,800 per annum beginning January 1; 1929. 


VI. CANADIAN BOARD OF MANAGEMENT. Page 106-107 


We call your attention to the Canadian Board of Management 
with commendation to the $19,923.50 refund in proportion to the 
revolving fund of $58,847.67. We recommend that Synod extend a 
vote of thanks to Rev. Scheffler, Treasurer of the Canadian Board 


of Management. 
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VII. PULLMAN, WASH. 


We recommend that Synod make an appropriation in the 
form of a loan of $4,355.69 to the congregation to be incorporated at 
Pullman, Washington for ten years free of interest. The above 
amount was realized from the sale of the Olympia property. 


VIII. MELVILLE, SASK. 


Your committee concurs with the recommendation of Com- 
mittee No; 3—Charitable Pe the sale of the 
Melville property. 


IX. RECOMMENDATIONS 


a) We recommend that an annual report of the Lutheran Book 
Concern be submitted to the Board of Trustees. 

b) We noticed that several institutions failed to send audited 
financial reports, hence we recommend that in the future all reports be 
countersigned by auditors. 

c) At the suggestion of the Western District we believe it well 
for Joint Synod to govern its appropriations by the actual receipts of 
the previous biennium. (Page 175, Section 3, Official Reports.) 


REPORT OF THE NINTH COMMITTEE 
Publication Matters 


(As Adopted by Synod) 
We submit the following items for Synod’s consideration : 


1. That your committee has been assured that the report of the 
Committee on Week Day Religious Instruction will soon be ready for 
publication. 

2. That Synod gratefully acknowledges the efforts of the Luther 
Leagues and other church organizations to increase the circulation 
of our church papers and would encourage them to continue this 
work, and in addition, urge our congregations to place the church 
papers on their congregational budgets. 

3. That Synod recognizes with gratitude to God the faithful 
editorial services which the late Dr. Pfeiffer and Dr. Lose gave to the 
church for almost a half century. 


4. That Synod approve the plan of the Publication Board in 
publishing the Statistical Year Book in limited editions. 

5. That the recommendation of the Publication Board on mode 
of election of editors be adopted. 

a) The editors of the Kirchenzeitung, Lutheran Standard, and 
Pastor’s Monthly shall be appointed by the Publication Board in 
conjunction with the General President, and the two Vice-Presidents 
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of Synod. The Publication Board shall call for nominations for these 
editorships in two consecutive issues of synod’s two weekly periodicals. 

b) Editors of all other periodicals shall be appointed by the 
Board of Publication, which shall also fix all editors’ salaries. 

c) Editors shall be responsible to the Board of Publication. 

d) These resolutions shall go into effect January 1, 1929. 

6. We recommend that synod authorize the Publication Board to 
appoint a full time editor-in-chief for the Lutheran Standard whose 
duties shall be outlined by the Board which duties shall be substantially 
as follows: 

a) To write editorials. 

b) To solicit articles of merit and of popular religious interest. 

e) To make suggestions to the associate editors for the improve- 
ment of their respective departments. 

d) To act as Synod’s Director of Publicity. 

7. That synod grant the request of the Publication Board to 
enlarge the Lutheran Standard to a 20-page paper for 40 issues each 
year and a 32-page paper 12 issues each year without increasing the 
subscription price. 

8. We recommend that Synod grant permission to the Publication 
Board to erect a two-story building on the Schulze lot adjacent to 
the present Book Concern building as soon as it becomes necessary, 
the cost to be borne by the Lutheran Book Concern. 

9. We call the attention of synod to the parish paper service 
conducted by the Lutheran Book Concern and urge our congregations 
to avail themselves of this service. 

10. We recommend that Synod by a rising vote express its 
heartfelt sympathy to Manager A. H. Dornbirer on account of the 
distressing accident, which befell him on the first day of this con- 
vention, and that the secretary be instructed to send him, on behalf of 
this body, a generous floral remembrance. 


REPORT OF THE TENTH COMMITTEE 
Communications and Varia 
(As Adopted by Synod) 
A. NATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL 


1. We desire to express our appreciation of the work of the 
National Lutheran Council that has been accomplished in Church 
publicity, in foreign mission activity, and in European Relief in the 
past biennium. At the same time we wish to extend our felicitations 
on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the National Lutheran 
Council. 

2. We recommend that Synod make an annual appropriation of 
$14,136.44 as recommended by the finance committee on page 137, 
for the work of the Council. 
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B. INTERSYNODICAL RELATIONS 


1. a) We commend the intersynodical committee for their 
faithful service of the last ten years for the unity of the Church 
and we recommend their continued activity. 

b. We urgently request the committee on intersynodical relations 
to provide an acceptable official English translation of the Chicago 
theses on Conversion, Predestination, and other doctrines, and ask 
that a copy of this translation be sent to every pastor of Synod. 


2. a) We rejoice with the General President that all the 
districts have unanimously adopted the Minneapolis Theses and pro- 
nounced them a sufficient basis for church fellowship with the 
Norwegian Lutheran Church of America. 

b) We recommend that pulpit and altar fellowship with the bee: 
Norwegian Lutheran Church of America be declared. FES 

c) We recommend that a committee of three be appointed for cee 
the purpose of conferring with a similar committee of the Norwegian , 
Lutheran Church of America to discuss ways and means by which 
this church fellowship may find expression. 

3. We approve the action of the honorable General President 
in sending official representatives to the conventions of the Buffalo and 
Iowa synods. 

4. We are glad that the honorable General President availed 
himself of the privilege of attending the convention of the Nor- 
wegian Lutheran Church of America held in Minneapolis in June. 


C. NORTHERN DISTRICT COMMUNICATION 


The Lodge Question: a) We declare that Joint Synod has taken 
and still maintains a firm stand against all anti-Christian societies. 


b) We agree with the honorable General President that pastors 
of Joint Synod dare never cease to bear public and private testimony 
against anti-Christian secret societies, their tenets and soul-destroying 
religion. 

c) We agree with the General President that no ironclad 
rule can or should be laid down regarding the practice of dealing 
with individual lodge members. 

d) We recommend that the Callege of Presidents be requested 
to consider the advisability of appointing a standing commission 
whose duty it shall be to make a study of the lodge question, publish 
information, and offer helpful advice. 


D. ABSENT VOTE 


We recommend that any delegate who must leave the convention 
before the period of regular election may be permitted to vote in 
advance on presentation of proper excuse signed by his district 
president. 


4 . 
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E. SYNODICAL ORGANIZATIONS 
Il. Men's Missionary Conference. Page 166. 


We note with approval the work and constructive program of the 
Men’s Missionary Conference, and urge the men in other sections of 
synod to form similar conferences. 


Il. Women’s Missionary Couferense. Page 166 to 171. 


1. We express our hearty appreciation of the various activities 
of the Women’s Missionary Conference, and express our special 
gratitude for their activity in behalf of the parsonage building fund. 

2. We heartily approve and recommend the extension of this 


movement including the organization of Junior Mission Bands in all 
sections of our Synod. 


III. Young People’s Societies. Pages 159 and 171 to 173. 


1. We commend the Young People’s Societies and their officers 
for the service rendered to the church. 

2. We suggest that the Publication Board consider the incor- 
poration of suitable material for Luther League Studies in the 
Lutheran Standard instead of publishing the present Luther League 
Studies. 


IV. Men’s Organizations. Page 154. 


1. We approve the splendid work of the committee on Synodical 
Confederation of Brotherhoods, and recommend their plans for adop- 
tion. 

2. We move that the members of this committee be appointed as 
the commission to carry out these plans. | 

3. We call attention to the 
mend it as worthy of special consideration. 


F. RULINGS OF JOINT SYNOD. (President’s Report, page 23). 
Four committee suggests: 
1. That the President's recommendation regarding the time of 
synodical conventions be adopted. 


2. That the Washington District be permitted to change its 
name. 

3. That the General President authorize the installation of the 
presidents of our educational institutions and of the professors of our 


theological seminaries. 


4. That payments of salaries to professors’ families after the 
professors’ death be left to the decision of the respective board 
together with Synod’s Board of Trustees, and in the case of paid 
officials of Synod to Synod’s Board of Trustees. 
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5. That the teachers of Synod to be pensioned receive their 
support out of the general institution treasury, while the paid officials 
to be pensioned receive it from the administration fund. 

6. That the names of pastors out of office who have entered 
another calling should not be retained on our clerical lists except in 
case of ill health or old age. Such pastors should not be included 
in any election precinct. 

7. In view of the proposed union with the Iowa and Buffalo 
Synods points 6 and 8 under this heading require no answer. 

8. That question 7 under this heading be answered in the 
negative. 


G. LUTHERAN WORLD CONVENTION 


With reference to the Lutheran World Convention at Copenhagen 
in 1929 we recommend: 

A. That Joint Synod send the three delegates to which it is 
entitled and take its part in the execution of the proposed program. 

B. That expenses not to exceed $600.00 per delegate be allowed. 

C. That besides Dr. C. C. Hein, Dr. E. Poppen, and Rev. M. 
Doermann be the delegates to this convention. 

D. If any or all of them are unable to attend the World Con- 
vention that the following in the order mentioned are to be the 
alternates: Dr. W. E. Schuette, Prof. P. H. Buehring, and Dr. A. F. 
Eberle. 


REPORT OF THE ELEVENTH COMMITTEE 
Nominations 


(As Adopted by Synod) 
A. 1. Your committee desires to state that in making nomina- 
tions the following rules were strictly adhered to: | 
That names of candidates be placed on ballot in alphabetical 
order. 
That no name appear more than once on the ballot. 
That the committee (consisting of District Presidents) refrain 
from placing any of its own members in nomination. 
That where elections are for varying terms, those receiving the 
higher number of votes serve the longer terms. 


2. Your committee suggests to Synod to accept President Frueh’s 
resignation from the Board of Grace Lutheran Sanatorium. 


B. Nominations: 


The list of nominations was presented and with a few changes 
was adopted by Synod. | 
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C. Your committee recommends to Synod: 


1. To request the various boards in their reports to Synod to 
give a complete list of their membership with the time of expiration 
of the terms of the individual members. 

2. To amend Chapter IV, paragraph 5 of the constitution of 
Joint Synod to read as follows: 


“Synod shall elect from among its members at a regular meeting 
by an absolute majority a President for a term of 4 years and two 
vice-presidents and a secretary for a term of two years each. 

“The District Synods shall elect presidents for such terms as 
they may see fit.” 


REPORT OF THE TWELFTH COMMITTEE 
Pension 


(As Adopted by Synod) 
Your committee is pleased to report as follows: 


The subject of pensions is not a new matter with our synod.. At 
its meeting in Blue Island, Illinois, in 1920 a committee presented 
a plan and Synod’s action was: 

Resolved: a) That Synod create a pension fund which shall 
substantially conform to the plans proposed by this committee. 

b) That the present committee continue its work until the 
next meeting of Synod, and then present detailed plans for final 
adoption. 

There is no record of any action being taken by Synod at its 
meeting in 1922 with regard to this subject of a pension fund. At the 
meeting of Synod in 1924, the committee on Pension Fund was 
instructed to continue its work and report in 1926. Synod took no 
action at its meeting in 1926. 

Your committee believes that this matter should now receive 
very definite action. In the official report the same is referred to 
by the General President on pages 21 and 22, under the heading of 
“Pension Plan”; in communications from the English District on 
page 174; from the Western District on page 175; and in a resolution 
from the Western Conference of the Northern District on page 177. 


The Pension Plans printed on pages 178 to 189 will show that 
time and thought has been given to this subject. Synod is thankful 
to all those who gave their time to this work. 

Your committee presents the following resolution for your 
adoption : 

Resolved: That a commission be created, consisting of two pas- 
tors, one teacher, and two laymen, to be appointed by the General 
President, whose duty it shall be to make a thorough study of the 
subject of pensions for pastors and teachers, to present a plan to the 
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District Synods in 1929 for discussion, and, having considered the 
recommendations of the various Districts, to present a definite plan 
for adoption at the convention of Synod in 1930. 


REPORT OF THE THIRTEENTH COMMITTEE 
Organic Union With lowa and Buffalo 


(As Adopted by Synod) 


It is with profound gratitude to God and humble acknowledgment 
of guidance by His Holy Spirit that this committee presents the 
following report; and the committee asks all members of our Synod 
to continue their intercessions for all those who may be engaged in 
efforts to consummate the proposed union of synods. 


I 


Your committee has received the report of the Joint Synod 
representatives of the Joint Merger Commission, and we recommend 
that it be approved and printed in the minutes of Joint Synod. 


II 


1. We are giad to find that the declarations of the honorable 
lowa Synod concerning its attitude toward the Scriptures, as adopted 
at its convention at Waverly, correctly express our position on the 
inspiration and the inerrancy of the Holy Scriptures. 


2. We believe that article 2, section 1, of the proposed con- 
stitution as adopted by the Joint Merger Commission, is the best 
available summary of these declarations for use in a synodical 
constitution. 

3. We take note of the fact that the Buffalo Synod has resolved 
not to enter the merger unless this section be retained in its present 
form. 

4. We recommend that the Synod reaffirm its desire for organic 
union with the synods of Iowa and Buffalo, and that the commissioners 
be reappointed and instructed to proceed with the work of effecting 
a merger as soon as possible on the basis of the constitution proposed 
by the Joint Merger Commission. 

5. We recommend that the 49th convention of the Joint Synod 
of Ohio and Other States adjourn subject to the call of the General 
President, and that every district of the Synod designate which of its 
delegates to this 49th convention shall serve as its delegates to the 
first convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of America, the 
districts to be represented at the said first convention by a number of 
delegates conforming to the rules of the new body. 

6. We suggest that the recommendation of the Joint Commission 
relative to the payment of debts by all parties be adopted, and in 
accordance with this we instruct the Finance Committee together 
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with the Stewardship Secretary of Joint Synod to make provision for 
the raising of the necessary funds to cancel our indebtedness. 


The Synod took up this matter of organic union with the Iowa 
and Buffalo Synods with great interest and in the spirit of gratitude 
to God that He had guided us thus far in what we believe is one of 
the important movements in the history of the Lutheran Church 
in this land of ours. 

In this spirit the resolutions reported by the committee were 
taken up for consideration and adoption. All of them were adopted 
by a unanimous vote. The result was received with such joy that 
the Synod arose and sang the Long Meter Doxology. 


REPORT OF THE FOURTEENTH COMMITTEE 
Election 
The result of the Election was as follows: 


OFFICERS OF SYNOD 


President — Rev. C. C. Hein, D. D. Columbus, Ohio 
First Vice-President — Rev. E. Poppen, D. D. Grove City, Ohio 
Second Vice-President — Rev. M. P. F. Doermann Blue Island, III. 
German Secretary Prof. W. D. Ahl | St. Paul, Minn. 
English Secretary—Prof. Carl Ackermann, Ph. D. Columbus, Ohio 
Synodical Treasurer—Geo. L. Conrad 7 Columbus, Ohio 


Board of Trustees 


Rev. R. E. Golladay, D. D., Columbus, Ohio N | 4 years 

Mr. John Bachman, Columbus, Ohio 4 years 

Mr. W. L. Voeller, Columbus, Ohio — 2 oo. years 
Canadian Board of Management 

Rev. A. H. Scheffler, Medicine Hat, Alta., * 4 years 

Mr. J. Popp, Melville, Sask., Can 

Board of Theological Seminary, Columbus, Ohio 

Rev. J. F. C. Soller, D. D., Youngstown, Ohio 6 6 years 

Rev. T. J. C. Stellhorn, Sandusky, Ohio S 6 years 

Mr. Leo Reinartz, Middletown, Ohio 6 6 Years 

Mr. Geo. W. Scheid, Monroeville, Ohio c 

| Beard of St. Paul-Luther College 

Rev. W. F. H. Kerl, St. Paul, Minn.......................................... 6 years 

Rev. J. H. Prange, Oak Lawn, Tl... years 


| 
2 
> 


EV. LUTH. JT. SYNOD OF — AND OTHER STATES 229 


Rev. Wm. von Fischer, Springfield, Minn r Re 
Rev. A. C. Ernst, Stillwater, Miinin 2 2 years 
Mr. Arthur Ackermann, Oshkosh, Wiss 414 4 years 
Mr. J. H. Lewin, St. Paul, Minn 6 6 years 
Mr. C. R. Schmidt, St. Paul, Minn 8 2 years 
St. John’s Academy, Petersburg, W. Va. 
Rev. P. J. Mackensen, Pittsburgh, fra A years 
Rev. G. B. Tejan, Pittsburgh, Pa . a 4 years 
Mr. E. Johannessen, Baltimore, Md 
Mr. John Sause, Baltimore, Ide. 4 4 years 


Mr. A. F. Hartzell, Pittsburgh, fai... 2 2 Years 


Board of Luther College, Regina, Sask., Canada 


Rev. P. H. Kohlmeier, Winnipeg, Man., Can 41 4 years 
Rev. J. Leinweber, Yellow Grass, Sask., Can 4 4 years 
Mr. Matthew Heil, Lemberg, Sask., Can oe. years 
Board of Hebron College and Academy, Hebron, Nebr. 
Rev. J. B. Cronek, Bruning, Nebr 4 years 
Rev. E. C. Meyer, Glenvil, Nebr __. * | 4 years 
Mr. E. Pohlmann, Stoddard, Nebr . 1 . 4 years 
Mr. R. Werner, Deshler, Nebr | | 4 years 
Board of Wernle Orphans’ Home, Richmond, Ind. 
Rev. C. F. Mittler, Dayton, Ohio r 4 years 
Mr. George Deuker, Richmond, Ind 4 years 
Mr. C. H. Duning, Richmond, Ind | 41 # years 
Mr. Otto Weber, Richmond, Ind | | 4 years 
Board of St. John’s Homes, Mars, Pa. 
Rev. Edw. Kuhlmann, Oil City, Pa t 6 years 
Mr. J. C. Ebert, Pittsburgh, Pa * 6 6 years 
Dr. Klinzing, Pittsburgh, Pa” 2 years 
Board of St. John’s Hospital and Old Folks’ Home, Springfield, Minn. 
Rev. Wm. Ganschow, Wells, Minn | 8 4 years 
Rev. P. J. Haupt, Belle Plaine, Minn 4 years 
Rev. W. J. Langholz, Wanda, Mnn 2 years 
Mr. H. Wendt, Springfield, iin 4 4 years 


Board of Grace Lutheran Sanatorium, San Antonio, Texas 


Rev. A. E. Flathmann, Marion, Texas . 6 years 

Rev. R. A. Schmidt, Gonzales, Tecas 4 years 

Dr. C. C. Cade, San Antonio, Tekas 2 years 

Mr. H. H. Ochs, San Antonio, Teck as 6 years 
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Board of St. Paul’s Old Folks’ and Orphans’ Home, 


Melkville, Sask., Canada 


Rev. H. Honebein, Neudorf, Sask., Can 
Rev. C. H. Kohlmeier, Strassburg, Sask., can 
Rev. H. Kroeger, Lemberg, Sask., Can 

Mr. J. Assmann, Neudorf, Sask., Can * 

Mr. Julius Karius, Melville, Sask., Can 

Mr. J. Pfeiffer, Lemberg, Sask., Can 

Mr. Geo. Weber, Melville, Sask., Can 


Board of Aids 


Rev. C. H. Althoff, Elmore, Ohio 
Teacher Carl Bartz, Dayton, Ohio 7 
Mr. J. H. Sheetz, New Washington, Ohio 


Board of Foreign Missions 


Prof. Paul H. Buehring, Columbus, Ohio 


Rev. O. C. Mees, Canton, Ohio ¢ 
Rev. C. V. Sheatsley, D. D., Columbus, Ohio 
Mr. A. H. Dornbirer, Columbus, Ohio 


Board of Colored Missions 


Rev. C. A. D. Freseman, Baltimore, Md 
Mr. John Seidt, Baltimore, Md 


Board of Mexican Missions 


Rev. D. E. Anderson, Houston, Texas 
Rev. W. Duerkopp, Mercedes, Texas 


„„ „„ „ 
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Rev. E. A. Kahle, Port Lavaca, Texas 
Rev. F. A. Neumeister, San Antonio, Texas 


Board of Publication 


Rev. C. W. Pflueger, Columbus, Ohio 
Rev. W. E. Schramm, Butler, Pa 

Prof. F. C. Mayer, Columbus, Ohio 

Mr. J. C. Overmeyer, Fremont, Ohio 


6 years 


6 years 
6 years 
6 years 


REPORT OF THE FIFTEENTH COMMITTEE 


Translation of Catechism 


(As Adopted by Synod) 


We recommend that Joint Synod adopt the following: 
1. That we approve of using the Luther text of 1531 as a basis 


for the new English version. 
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2. That we approve of the work of the Joint Synod members - 2 
of the Intersynodical Committee. . 

3. That we ask them to give consideration to whatever changes 5 
any brethren may suggest, but give them full authority to determine et 
the final text. | 8 

4. That we request conferences, and other groups of beethren, 5 tans 
to study the provisional edition of this new Catechism, and send in 5 
their suggestions and criticisms. Such communications must be in 
the hands of Dr. E. Poppen not later than October 15, 1928. 


REPORT OF THE SIXTEENTH COMMITTEE ge 
Intersynodical Hymnal 10 
(As Adopted by Synod) ~~ 7 


1. Your committee is glad that the work on the intersynodical 28 
hymnal has made progress. We approve what our members of the to ee 
Intersynodical Hymnal Committee have done in the work. 13 1 

2. We urge the various conferences and groups of brethren 
to study the provisional edition of the hymnal with a view of sub- : 
mitting helpful criticism. * 

3. We recommend that our representatives on the present Inter- 
synodical Committee, with three additional members, engage in further ae 
work on the hymnal, making necessary revisions, additions, and 2 
elimination of hymns. The General President and our representatives * 
on the present Intersynodical Committee are to appoint the three 3 
additional members. 

4. We recommend that Joint Synod, in conjunction with the Cie, 
other synods concerned, authorize the Intersynodical Hymnal Com- 2 
mittee to publish the properly revised hymnal. 


REPORT OF THE SEVENTEENTH COMMITTEE 4a 


(As Adopted by Synod) 9 

Your committee begs leave to submit the following report to the 1 
Honorable Joint Synod: 

1. We recommend that Joint Synod extend by rising vote to 
Prof. Carl Ackermann, Ph. D., an expression of thanks and appre- ie 
ciation for the faithful and efficient services rendered Synod for a ot 

number of years in the capacity of statistician. oN 
2. We recommend that Joint Synod direct every district to re 
elect a statistician and consider same an office in the district. Nr 


3. We recommend that Synod adopt the new report blank pre- ee 


Statistics 
pared. 
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4. In order that all pastors may become acquainted with the new 
statistical blank, we recommend that a copy be sent to each pastor 
as soon as possible. 

5. We recommend that the average for benevolence be computed 
on the basis of actual confirmed members holding membership in 
the parish at the end of the year. 

6. We recommend that point three (3), page 162, be indorsed 
by Synod. 

7. We recommend that point four (4) A, page 162, be adopted. 

8. We recommend that point four (4) B, page 162, speaking 
of the budget, be approved. 


REPORT OF THE EIGHTEENTH COMMITTEE 
Equalization of Traveling Expenses 


(As Adopted by Synod) 


Having attended to the matter pertaining to the traveling ex- 
penses of the delegates to this convention of Synod, your committee 
has the following recommendations to make: 

I. That the word “Equalization” be dropped from the name of 
this committee and that hereafter it be known as the Committee on 
Traveling Expenses. 


II. That vouchers for the specific use of synodical conventions 
be printed and used. 

III. That a rule be added to those governing traveling expenses, 
namely: All vouchers presented should be itemized. 

IV. That rule No. 3 be changed to read: “An allowance of 50c 
per meal shall be granted those who travel more than twenty-four 
consecutive hours, beginning on the second day of travel. Hotel 
accommodations shall not be paid without the approval of the travel 
expense committee.” 

V. That Synod express its appreciation to the delegates who 


reduced their railroad fare, by the use of passes, and to those who 


contributed a part, or as one delegate from the Western Coast has 
done, all of his expenses. 


REPORT OF THE NINETEENTH COMMITTEE 
Excuses 


(As Adopted by Synod) 
Your Committee on Excuses begs to submit the following report: 


We recommend that the following be excused for late arrival: . 


Fred E. Rottmann, H. R. Pruehmers, and J. H. Griffith. 
For early departure: W. W. Smith, H. Rupp, J. Prange, Herman 
Koester, P. B. Hack, A. A. Schueren, D. F. Schultz, W. P. Hieronymus, 


7 
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H. W. Henning, F. B. Hax, J. E. Barb, William Wirth, George L. 
Schneider, C. F. W. Allwardt, E. O. Rein, E. J. Nieman, and A. H. 
Meyer. 


REPORT OF THE TWENTY-FIRST COMMITTEE 
On Resolutions 


(As Adopted by Synod) 


Recognizing the very efficient and gratuitous services rendered 
by those who helped to make the 49th convention of Joint Synod of 
Ohio so agreeable we recommend: 


1. That we express our appreciation and thanks to the Rev. 


* 


C. V. Sheatsley, D. D., and his Christ Congregation for the hospitality 


extended the Synod. 

2. That we ask Dr. W. E. Schuette to extend a direct word 
of thanks to the ladies of Christ Congregation at the noon meal on 
Wednesday including also a word to the ladies of the other con- 
gregations who served so efficiently. 

3. That we recognize the hospitality and kindly reception of the 
Capital University authorities. 

4. That we acknowledge the daily publicity given to our meeting 
in the public press and thank the Rev. H. E. Koch for his efficient 
service as Publicity Agent. 

5. That we express our appreciation to the Rev. E. F. W. Stell- 
horn for his constant efforts in placing pastors and delegates and 
acting as Registrar. 

6. That we appropriate $50.00 for the German Secretary and 
$75.00 for the English Secretary. ¥ 


OTHER BUSINESS AND RESOLUTIONS 


Rev. G. A. Fandrey, President of the Iowa Synod, and Rev. P. 
Kluepfel, the official delegate from that body, both addressed the 
Synod on Friday morning. They extended greetings from their Synod 
and expressed the hope that the union of the two bodies would soon 
be consummated. 

At the same session Dr. J. A. Aasgaard, President of the Nor- 


wegian Lutheran Church, extended greetings from his Synod and 


expressed gratification over the establishment of fellowship between 
the two bodies. 

On Friday afternoon Prof. E. Denef, official delegate from the 
Buffalo Synod, addressed the Synod and extended the greetings of t the 
Buffalo brethren. 

On Saturday morning, Dr. J. A. Morehead addressed Synod in 
behalf of the work of the National Lutheran Council in its home 
activities and in the relief of European suffering and of foreign 
missions abroad. 
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At the opening of the afternoon session on Monday a memorial 
service was held in memory of Drs. Karl Hemminghaus and Edward 
Pfeiffer. Dr. J. H. Schneider gave the memorial address for Dr. 


Hemminghaus and Rev. ‘ harles Pflueger that for Dr. Pfeiffer. 


Through the Secretar, of the Foreign Mission Board greetings 
were received from the India Mission Conference, and Synod resolved 
to send greetings in return. 

After the report on the Merger was adopted, Rev. Kluepfel de- 
livered a word of appreciation and thanks for the action of Synod 
on the same. 

A rising vote of thanks was given to Dr. Hein for his efficient 
services as president of Synod. * 

Prof. W. D. Ahl has completed thirty years of service as German 
Secretary of Synod and was given a vote of thanks for his long service 
in that capacity. 

Synod gave Rev. R. H. Long by a rising vote an expression of its 
appreciation of the service he has rendered Synod as Stewardship 
Secretary and of confidence in his work. 

After Synod had thus transacted’ the business before it, and the 
minutes of the final session had been read and adopted, the con- 
vention adjourned on Wednesday, August 29, 1928, at 8:30 P. M., 
in accord with the resolution adopted in the report of the thirteenth 
committee, subject to the call of the General President. President 
Hein closed the session according to the order of service in our liturgy. 

Deo soli gloria. 

The correctness of these minutes is attested by 


CARL ACKERMANN, 
English Secretary. 
C. C. HEIN, 
President of Joint Synod. 


DIVINE SERVICES DURING SYNOD 


Thursday morning: Synodical sermon by Dr. C. C. Hein on 
John 15:16. Confessional sermon by Rev. C. F. Mittler on Luke 18:13. 

Sunday morning: Pr. R. D. Linhart on Gal. 2:20. 

Sunday morning at Trinity: German sermon by Rev. Nic. 
Frueh on John 15:4-8. Confessional sermon by Rev. R. A. Schmidt. 

Sunday evening at Christ Church: Commissioning service for 
Rev. and Mrs. Wm. Fritz as missionaries to India. Rev. J. Schillinger 
preached the sermon on Acts 18:1-5, and Dr. C. V. Sheatsley, Presi- 
dent, and Dr. J. H. Schneider, Secretary of the Foreign Mission Board, 
performed the act of commissioning. 


Tuesday evening: Closing sermon by Prof. W. H. Hellman, on 
Phil. 3:13-14. 


Visiting pastors also preached in Joint Synod churches in Colum- 
bus on Sunday. ‘ 
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BOARDS AND STANDING COMMITTEES OF SYNOD 
WITH TIME OF SERVICE 
Board of Trustees 


Rev. R. E. Golladay, D. D. 1932 Dr. George Leibold ...... 1930 

Rev. H. F. Schuh....._.... 1930 Mr. Robert Pfeiffer 1930 

Mr. John Bachman 1932 Mr. W. L. Voeller 1932 
Dr. C. C. Hein, ex officio 


Board of Theological Seminary, Columbus, Ohio 


Rev. F. B. Hax, D. . 1932 Rev. A. M. l 8 1930 
Rev. G. J. Troutman 1932 Rev. B. F. Brandt 1930 
Rev. T. J. C. Stellhorn . 1934 Mr. Wm. Conrad 3 1932 
Rev. J. F. C. Soller, D. D. 1934 Mr. Frank Snyder 1932 
Rev. C. F. W. Allwardt....... 1930 Mr. Leo Reinartz ......... 1934 
Rev. L. H. Schuh, D. D. 1930 Mr. Geo. W. Scheid .......... 1934 


These together with Herman Benzin, Charles F. Mayer and Otto 
Spielman constitute the Board of Capital University 


Board of Luther College and Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. 


Rev. A. C. Ernst............ 1980 Mr. Arthur Ackermann 1932 
Rev. Wm. von Fischer 1982 Mr. J. H. Lewin 1934 
Rev. W. F. H. Kerl 1934 Mr. C. R. Sehmidt E 
Rev. J. H. Prange 1934 
Board of St. John’s Academy, Petersburg, W. Va. 
Rev. P. J. Mackensen 1932 Mr. E. Johannessen ..... wld 6.25 1932 
D 1932 Mr. John Sause 1930 
1990 Mr. John Lane .. 1982 
Rev. G. D. Simen 19380 Mr. A. F. Hartzell .............. 1930 
Board of Luther College, Regina, Sask., Can. 
Rev. P. H. Kohlmeier 1932 Mr. Matthew Heil 1932 
eee. . 1930 Mr. J. Kullmann 1930 
Rev. J. Leinweber Fae 
Board of Hebron College and Academy,, Hebron, Nebr. 
Rev. J. B. Cronek 1932 Mr. Herman Meyer 1930 
Rev. C. T. Langhol sg 1930 Mr. Wm. Middendorf 1930 
Rev. John Schwerin 1930 Mr. Ernst Pohlmann 1932 
Rev. E. C. Meyer 1 1932 Mr. R. Werner 1932 
Canadian Board of Management 
_ Rev. A. Scheffler 1932 Mr. J. Popp 1 
Rev. B. 1980 Mr. W. Wirth..................... 1930 


President E. G. Hertz, ex officio 
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9 Board of Wernle Orphans’ Home, Richmond, Ind. 

Rev. C. F. Mittler 1932 Mr. C. H. Duningg 1932 
Rev. A. L. Nicklas 1930 Mr. L. H. Rogge 1930 
Mr. Geo. W. Deuker 1932 Mr. Luther Feger 1930 

| Board of St. John's Homes, Mars, Pa. 

) Rev. C. J. Loehr.............. 1932 Mr. Walter Demmler 1932 
Rev. Edw. Kuhlmann 1934 Mr. J. C. Ebert 1934 
Rev. C. H. Eisenbach 1930 Mr. W. H. Kummer 1930 
Board of St. John’s Hospital and Old Folks’ Home, Springfield, Minn. 
Rev. Wm. Ganschow-w 1932 Mr. Paul Doepke 1930 
Rev. P. J. Haupft 1932 Mr. H. Wende 1932 
Rev. W. J. Langho 1930 

Board of Grace Lutheran Sanatorium, San Antonio, Texas 
Rev. E. G. Knaak 1930 Dr. C. C. Cade. Cee 
Rev. A. E. Flathmann 1934 Mr. H. H. Ochs 1934 
Rev. R. A. Schmidt 1932 Mr. R. M. Haynes 1932 
N 7 Board of St. Paul Homes, Melville, Sask., Canada 
Rev. H. Honebein 1932 Mr. Julius Karius 1932 
Rev. C. H. Kohlmeier 1930 Mr. J. Pfeiffer 1932 
Rev. H. Kroeger 1932 Mr. Geo. Weber 1930 
Mr. J. Assmann 1930 
Board of Aids . 

Rev. C. H. Althoftf 1934 Professor C. Vogel 1930 
Rev. Paul Bierstedt 1930 Mr. John H. Sheets 3 1932 
Rev. Geo. Schult: 1932 Mr. Etheridge Helsel 1930 
Teacher Carl Barta 1932 


Board of Home Missions 
(The District Presidents) 


Board of Foreign Missions 
Prof. Paul Buehring 1934 Rev. C. V. Sheatsley, D. D. 1934 


Rev. E. J. Klamfotng 1932 Mr. Wm. Altman 3 1930 
f Rev. J. W. Schillinger 1932 
Board of Colored Missions 
Rev. C. A. D. Fresemann 1934 Mr. C. S. Austin 1930 
Rev. Carl Hemminghaus 1930 Mr. John Seidt 1934 
Rev. D. F. Schultag 1932 
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President C. C. Hein, D. D. 


Prof. W. D. Ahl 
Pres. C. C. Hein, D. D. 


Rev. 
Mr. 


H. N 
A. L. 
C. W. Pfluger 1934 
A. C 
W. E 


C. V. 
A. H. Dornbirer, Vice-Pres. 


EV. LUTH. JT. SYNOD OF OHIO AND OTHER STATES 


Board of Mexican Missions 


Rev. F. A. Neumeister 


Board of Publication 


Brobst 1932 Mr. Wm. Harman 
Burmann 1930 


„Schift 1932 
Schramm 1934 


Statistician 
Rev. Edwin H. Meuser 


Committee on Education 


Rev. P. J. Mackensen 


Inter-Synodical Committee 
Rev. M. P. F. Doermann 


Historical Society 
Sheatsley, President 


~ 


Rev. E. A. Kahle 


President Otto Mees, D. D. 


Prof. Wm. Schmidt, Litt. D. 
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1930 


1932 


Prof. F. C. Mayer 
Mr. J. C. Overmeyer 


1934 
1934 
1930 


Prof. Carl Ackermann, Secretary 
Mr. Geo. L. Conrad, Treasurer 


gal 


Rev. D. E. Anderson 1930 

Rev. W. 1982 

Rev. J. C. Felger „ 
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